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On Sunday, November 20, 100 local 
community members gathered 
at the Jewish Community Center 

for a conversation about antisemitism. The 
goals of the effort were to expand individual 
and communal understanding of current 
antisemitism in its various forms; generate 
ideas about specific actions and/or projects 
that might be implemented to address 
antisemitism and hate; and to develop a 
cadre of people passionate about the issue 
who will champion and help implement next 
steps.

The program was conceived and imple-
mented by a committee representing a wide 
array of Jewish communal organizations and 
congregations in Washtenaw County. It was 
facilitated by former Director of the Connect-
icut Region of the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL), Steve Ginsburg, and was structured to 
provide context about antisemitism, opportu-
nities for participants to share their personal 

experiences, and a brainstorming session to 
identify potential actions. 

Speakers providing context for the 

day included Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell, who spoke passionately of her deep 
concern about the rise and normalization 
of hate rhetoric and extremist violence 
in the political sphere. In addition 
to Congresswoman Dingell, Carolyn 
Normandin, Executive Director of ADL 
Michigan, shared statistics about the rise of 
antisemitic activity in the state of Michigan. 
Even accounting for the weekly reporting of 
the continued harassment outside Beth Israel 
Congregation, incidents in Michigan almost 
doubled from 2020 to 2021, continuing a 
disturbing trend in Michigan and nationally 
over the past few years. 

Finally, Professor Jeffrey Veidlinger 
offered a unique way to classify and 
respond to antisemitic behavior: Ignorance, 
Provocation, and Threat.

Professor Veidlinger suggested that 
much of the antisemitism people experience 
is the result of ignorance. Insensitivity 

around scheduling against Jewish holidays 
and inadvertent use of pejorative terms 
and antisemitic tropes often arise out 
of ignorance. Addressing this lack of 
understanding involves an increase in 
education and relationship-building.

Intentional antisemitic verbal assaults, on 
the other hand, such as the recent statements 
and behavior exhibited by Kanye West, are 
designed to provoke. The increase in these 
kinds of affronts is of great concern and 
requires both direct repudiation as well as 
education.

When it comes to actions considered 
physical threats, greater normalization and 
escalation of hatred of Jews tend to be pre-
cursors to these even more serious incidents. 
In response, individuals and Jewish commu-
nal institutions have had to be increasingly 
vigilant and invest additional resources to-
ward community safety and security.
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Antisemitism: Ignorance, provocation, and threat 
By Eileen Freed, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

JFS reflections on 2022
JFS Staff

ESL students with teacher Jessica Vinter, 4th from left

A s 2022 draws to a close, Jewish Fam-
ily Services of Washtenaw County 
reflects on successes and challenges 

from this past year.
The year started with the agency still 

operating under COVID restrictions. Af-
ghan humanitarian parolees were arriving 
in Washtenaw County at an unprecedented 
pace, and the agency scrambled to provide 
them with culturally appropriate food, trans-
portation, other resources. To meet these 
needs the staff expanded quickly, including 
those fluent in Dari and Pashto.

Meanwhile, requests for JFS’ Nutrition 
Services skyrocketed. Many seniors, fearful 
of becoming sick, without their usual safety 
net of family and home care agencies, relied 
on JFS volunteers to deliver packages of food 
to their homes weekly. JFS volunteers deliv-
ered Meals on Wheels to the homebound 
and offered them a friendly encounter dur-
ing an exceptionally isolating time. 

Seniors and individuals with mental 
health needs were the hardest hit by CO-

VID restrictions. Many lost loved ones, 
jobs, sources of income, and opportunities 
to connect with the wider world. Delicate 
situations were exacerbated and JFS saw 
upticks in requests for phone check-ins, 
mental health counseling, and emotional 
support. The WISE Aging team has helped 
more clients navigate near catastrophic 
situations than ever before. WISE at the J 
resumed in-person senior café lunches and 
programming, offering people the opportu-
nity to join with one another to enjoy a great 
meal and even better company three times 
a week. The camaraderie of these in-person 
interactions feels more precious than ever 
after the last few years.

For much of 2022, JFS staff worked from 
home or spent limited time in the office. As 
the year progressed, staff were encouraged 
to come back into the building and have ad-
opted a hybrid schedule. English as a Sec-
ond Language classes returned to in person 
sessions — to the delight of many students 
— and some classes are still offered online 
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One light for justice: celebrating Hanukkah, Diwali, and Sigd
By Eva Kubacki and Drew Coel, Ann Arbor JCC

FFor the second year in a 
row, come join the Jewish 
and Hindu communities 

of Southeast Michigan to celebrate 
Hanukkah, Diwali, and this year, 
Sigd! The event will take place at 
the Ann Arbor JCC on Thursday, 
December 4, from 5:30 pm–8:30 
pm. This multicultural celebration 
will feature participatory Indian 
classical and Israeli folk dances as 
well as performances, hands-on 
activities for kids, henna, books for 
sale, and a joint menorah and diya 
lighting ceremony. 

The Klezmatics’ 40th anniversary album and tour

TThe New York Sessions is the 
boldest album The Klez-
matics have created in over 

a decade. Marking their 40th an-
niversary, it is a vibrant tribute to 
New York City’s cultural mosaic 
and to the band’s enduring mission: 
reimagining klezmer as a force for 
joy, resistance, and radical collabo-
ration. 

As candles are lit across the 
country, The Klezmatics return with 
their beloved Happy Joyous Hanuk-

kah Tour, honoring both Jewish tra-
dition and bold musical reinvention. 
The result is a Hanukkah concert 
like no other: a celebration of light 
in dark times, where ancient stories 
meet new melodies and community 
is built through dance, laughter, and 
shared song.

Set for release in 2026, the al-
bum features newly composed 
songs, multilingual resistance an-
thems, and stunning musical part-
nerships with artists from across 

the globe. It’s a celebration of survival, 
solidarity, and sound.

Their Ann Arbor stop is the second on 
their 20-city tour.
Place: The Ark, 316 S Main Street, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48104

Time: 8 p.m.

Ticket Price: $40–$52

Tickets: https://www.klezmatics.com/
tour-1 n

Creating strong beginnings 
By Orit Aviran

FF ve children, 35 accumulative years 
of tuition, that must be a world 
record or something!” says Dr. 

Henry Appelman as he walks through the 
recently refurbished halls of the Hebrew 
Day School. Appelman, who will cel-
ebrate his 90th birthday this December, is 
not joking — he is the proud father of not 
one, not two, but five Hebrew Day School 
alumni.

What started as a convenient solu-
tion for the then four-and-a-half-year-old 
Avery Appelman, too young to attend a 
public school program, became a family 

journey spanning five decades. “At that point, the 
day school was being started,” Appelman recalls. 
“Not by us — we weren’t involved in that. But sud-
denly there was a school capable of taking our kid.” 
Avery enrolled at the then brand-new Hebrew Day 
School of Ann Arbor. Then his brother Brett. When 
Henry married Harlene, three more children fol-
lowed: Gabi, Avi, and Naomi, making it a party of 
five Appelman-Adiv students at the Hebrew Day 
School.

“I didn’t expect to be so involved,” Henry re-
flects. “But Harlene changed that.”

Harlene Winnick Appelman z”l (who passed 
away in 2022) was a nationally and internationally 
recognized pioneer in Jewish education, recipi-
ent of the inaugural Covenant Award in 1991. She 

The event will also feature a 
community member speaking 
about Sigd, an Ethiopian Jew-
ish holiday that celebrates the 
revelation of God to Moses and 
occurs 50 days after Yom Kip-
pur. It is celebrated with fasting, 
prayer, and feasting! There will 
be a plethora of tasty food from 
both communities.

The event is sponsored by 
the family of Samantha Woll 
(z”l), whose dedication to 
bringing diverse people and 
communities together was 
demonstrated in multiple ways 

— particularly through her love of 
the many Hanukkah-Diwali cel-
ebrations arranged by the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee/Jewish 
Community Relations Committee 
of Detroit. This year’s Ann Arbor 
Hanukkah-Diwali event is also co-
sponsored by the Hindu Commu-
nity Relations Council of Michigan, 
MI India, the JCRC of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Ann Arbor, 
Hebrew Day School of Ann Ar-
bor, and the Jewish People of Color 
Network of Greater Ann Arbor. We 

 Continues on page 10
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Our farm is an expression of our 
commitment to Tikkun Olam and 

our way of helping to heal the 
Earth and connect with others in 

the community. 

We welcome you to join us. Sign 
up for a CSA 

(Community Supported 
Agriculture) farm share, and 

receive certified organic, locally 
grown by family farms, fresh 

produce boxes weekly delivered to 
your doorstep. We offer a variety 

of size and duration options. 

CCSSAA  sshhaarreess  mmaakkee  ggrreeaatt  CChhaannuukkaahh  
ggiiffttss  ffoorr  ffaammiillyy,,  ffrriieennddss,,  nneeiigghhbboorrss,,  

eemmppllooyyeeeess,,  eettcc  --  ggiivvee  tthhee  ggiifftt  ooff  
hheeaalltthhyy  aanndd  ddeelliicciioouuss  ffoooodd!!  SSiiggnn  
uupp  bbeeffoorree  JJaannuuaarryy  0011,,  22002266  aanndd  

ggeett  22002255  pprriicciinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  22002266  
sseeaassoonn!!  

Check out our website: 
wwwwww..ccoouunnttrryyvvaalllleeyyffaarrmm..ccoomm  oorr  
EEmmaaiill  AAddaamm  MMiittcchheell  wwiitthh  aannyy  

qquueessttiioonnss::  
ccoouunnttrryyvvaalllleeyyiinnffoo@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

 

Reservations: Ayse at 
734-662-1711  or  ayse@aysescafe.com 

32nd Annual  
Holiday Dinner 

 

Saturday, Dec 13, 2025 
 

6:00 pm Seating 
 

Live music 

1703 Plymouth Rd 
 Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

www.aysescafe.com 
Facebook • Instagram 

Mon - Sat 12:00 -8:00 pm 

Adome Homecare.............................20
Alex Milshteyn, Realtor.....................3
Ann Arbor District Library..............9
Ann Arbor Rec and Ed...................27
Ann Arbor Symphony
      Orchestra ...................................23
Ayse’s Café.........................................2
Bank of Ann Arbor.........................27
Chelsea Rare Coins........................28
Country Valley Farm.......................2
Food Gatherers.................................9
Hurwitz-Greene Real Estate.........20
Jewish Family Services 
     of Washtenaw County................14
Jewish Federation of Greater 
     Ann Arbor..............................14, 27
Lewis Greenspoon Architects..........2
Pam Sjo, The Reinhart
      Company......................................2
Penny Seats Theatre Co..................23
Temple Beth Emeth........................23
Wolverine Tax & Financial..............3
Zemyck Pottery.	..............................27
Zingerman’s Bakehouse.................20
Zingerman’s Deli............................23

Hannah “Davis” Davis, Ari Smith, Lonnie Sussman

Orit Aviran, Candace Bulkley, Drew Cole, Shane 
Dennis, Emily Eisbruch, Ann S. Epstein, Amichay 
Findling, Eileen Freed, Trina Fuller, Osnat Gafni-
Pappas, Rabbi Aharon Goldstein, Melissa Good-
son, Deborah M. Greene, Morgan Hesse, David 
Horovitz, Eva Kubacki, Lucinda Kurz, Rabbi Zoe 
McCoon, Shayla Mostyn, Kristina Riemer, Murray 
Rosenthal, Michael S. Simon, Esther J. Terry, An-
nie Wolock, Jack Zaientz

The unexpected

November’s election day was 
calm in Washtenaw, with vot-
ers approving increased fund-

ing for Career and Technical education 
and no surprise candidates. However, 
readers may have felt buffeted by other 
election news. The election of Zohran 
Mamdani, a young Muslim socialist, to 
mayor of New York City was greeted with 
sharply differing reactions across Washt-
enaw, from hopeful excitement to intense 
anxiety, and everything in between. 

What most caught my attention was 
that those I talked to who were joyous 
about Mamdani’s win were very often 
unaware of fears that were being widely 
shared among others in the Jewish com-
munity. And vice versa, those who were 

alarmed could not imagine what 
was going on with the Mamdani 
crowd. This newspaper hopes to en-
courage dialog and understanding. 
Your views, wherever they land, 
are important to the success of this 
mission. It’s hard for a monthly to 
keep up with the news cycle, but 
thoughtful opinion are always wel-
come. Most important, I hope you 
will be prompted to talk to others,

On election night, I was busy 
preparing for my book launch, 
reflecting on the many political 
changes I’ve seen since the 1980s. 
It’s been a long journey. I felt for-
tunate to be steadied preparing 
this December’s issue of the WJN, 
by reading a review of The Melting 
Point (see page 24), and an inter-
view with the author of Isabela’s 
Way (see page 8), and news of the 
children’s book, Jason Belongs (see 
page 11). By hearing the Klezmatics 
are coming to town and that Yid-
dish meetups are growing. By antic-
ipating the candles of Hanukah and 
Diwali. By seeing the shining faces 
of Hebrew Day School students and 
(slightly) older, still shining face of 
one of the HDS founders, Henry 
Appelman. And by the words of 
Esther Terry (see page 6), “We find 
safety and security in unexpected 
places,” and we go forth “trusting 
God to help us along the way.” n



3Washtenaw Jewish News A DECEMBER  2025

The Amster Gallery welcomes in 
another winter season with two 
special exhibits, the reception tak-

ing place on Thursday, December 11, from 
6–7:30 p.m. Enjoy light refreshments while 
exploring the work of two very talented art-
ists.

Artist Jen Lewis’s The Stars of David 
Project, a beautiful and powerful tribute to 
the 6 million Jewish victims of the Holo-
caust, is now up for viewing in the JCC’s 
Amster Gallery. This traveling exhibit 
comes to Ann Arbor all the way from Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, where Lewis currently 
resides. “The Stars of David Project is tak-
ing a moment to remember the lives lost, 
those stories that we know, and those that 
have been lost,” Lewis says. 

The process for creating this collection 
of artwork is lengthy and incredibly deli-
cate. Lewis carefully draws each star with 
a paint pen, remembering that each of 
them is a life taken during the Holocaust. 
One 11 x 17 sheet of Bristol board con-
tains 20,000 Magen Davids, and Lewis says 

(734) 489-9851

MAKING INVESTING PERSONAL
WE ARE WITH THE COMMUNITY 
IN THESE TIMES OF CRISIS AND 
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YOU REMOTELY

LIVONIA OFFICE OPEN NOW; ANN ARBOR LOCATION COMING SOON.
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CAPABLE OF WORKING WITH 
YOU REMOTELY
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We look forward to your
 next move!

The Stars of David Project and 3D wood 
artwork at the JCC’s Amster Gallery
By Drew Coel, Marketing and Program Associate, Ann Arbor JCC

I

the Mourner’s Kaddish before beginning a 
new sheet. “The sheer amount of stars on a 
sheet causes them to overlap and cover one 
another, and the bottom layer of the stars 
represents the souls lost without a trace or 
a written record,” Lewis states. Each sheet of 
Bristol board contains one or two yellow and 
gold stars, representing the stories that have 
been preserved over time, making it clear 
that we will only ever know a fraction of the 
experiences of Jewish victims of the Holo-
caust. The Stars of David Project contains 
300 total sheets for a total 6 million stars, 

and this exhibit has been and will be 
featured in many other locations across 
the country. 

Also featured this winter in the 
JCC’s Newman Lounge is the stunning 
3D woodwork of Metro Detroit artist 
Sara Young. A small sample of Sara’s 
work was featured in the Amster Gal-
lery’s previous exhibit, a group show, 
and now she’s back at the JCC with a 
large collection! The current exhibit 
features pieces of animals, nature, Ju-
daica, and even a 3D map of the Great 
Lakes. 

Young has more than 20 years of 
primarily self-taught experience in 
etching and engraving. She can take 
any photo she’s given and laser engrave 
it onto wood, glass, mirror, or slate. 
“I worked strictly in glass for years, 
designing and cutting my own tem-
plates for increasingly detailed pieces 
with the use of a sand blaster,” Young 
says. “The first maker space in Detroit 
opened in 2012 which gave me access 
to a C02 laser. I was able to use almost 
any media to engrave on and cut out.” 
All of the 3D woodwork pieces in this 
exhibit are between 3–12 layers of laser 
cut, and then stained and painted on 
birch, maple, cherry, or walnut wood. 

At the exhibit on December 11, 
Lewis will be joining us over Zoom and 
Young will be here at the JCC to talk 
and answer questions. Pieces will be 
up and available for viewing until Janu-
ary 7, 2026. Young’s pieces and copies 
of her book, My Life in 3D: Volume 1, 
which features a large collection of her 
work, will be available for purchase. n
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ICommunity
AARC welcomes new executive 
director
By Emily Eisbruch

Public & Nonprofit Administration from 
Eastern Michigan University and a master’s 
degree in Library & Information Science 
from Louisiana State University. She holds 
several other certifications, including cos-
metology and massage licenses in Michigan, 
is certified in Mental Health First Aid, and 
worked as a roller-skating instructor in her 
early twenties. 

“I centered a lot of my college studies 
around the decolonization of repositories 
and on libraries as tools to create strong, 
healthy communities, and I’ve found that 
I’m passionate about building communities 
that are safe, inclusive, and joyful for every-
one,” says Elizabeth.

With humor, she notes that in her per-
sonal life, she’s basically the stereotypical 
librarian: she has six cats, wears almost ex-
clusively handmade cardigans, and reads 
anything she can get her hands on. 

“My favorite fiction genres are fantasy 
and sci-fi, but if I’m honest I mostly read 
nonfiction, particularly on social issues. I 
also really love history and spiritual thought. 
I have a lot of hobbies: I cross-stitch, paint 
miniatures for tabletop games like Dun-
geons & Dragons, and write a whole lot of 
different stuff. My main project right now 
is a combination of a self-care manual for 
corrections staff and research into alterna-
tive justice models that are more humane 
and compassionate to the people in prisons, 

both those there by force and those there 
for money.”

“We are absolutely delighted to have 
Elizabeth stepping into this newly expand-
ed role,” says AARC Board Chair Dave Nel-
son. “As our community grows, so does our 
need for dedicated professional staff, who 
are the life support system for a spiritually 
energetic community. We look forward to 
seeing Elizabeth and the community thrive 
together.” 

AARC Events for December
The AARC is a caring, inclusive, and mu-
sic-loving community of people who want 
to practice and study Judaism or simply be 
around people who share a commitment 
to Judaism’s values. The AARC’s spiritual 
leader, Rav Gavrielle Pescador, is known 
for her warmth, her collaborative spirit, 
and her incredible voice and harp playing. 
You are invited to visit https://aarecon.org/ 
or email info@aarecon.org to learn more 
about the Ann Arbor Reconstructionist 
Congregation.

December 7
Clare Kinberg, author of By the Waters of 
Paradise, will join the AARC Book Group 
via Zoom for a discussion from 1–2 p.m. 
For a Zoom link for the discussion, write 
to Greg Saltzman gsaltzman@albion.edu.

December 13
Meditation led by Anita Rubin-Meuller, 
10–10:20 a.m., followed by a hybrid Shab-
bat Service led by our Rabbi, Gabrielle Pes-
cador, at the JCC and on Zoom. Zoom link 
will be sent out the week before the event. 
10:30 a.m.–noon.

December 21
Rosh Chodesh Tevet morning service on 
Zoom. 10 a.m. n

The Ann Arbor Reconstructionist 
Congregation (AARC) is delighted 
to welcome Elizabeth Brindley as 

its part-time Executive Director. Elizabeth 
started this new role in October. Her re-
sponsibilities include managing the congre-
gation’s administrative functions, publicity 
and outreach, event coordination, and more.   

Elizabeth is a Michigan native, originally 
from the Saginaw / Bay City Area. In ad-
dition to her role with the AARC, she also 
works in the Ohio Department of Rehabili-
tation & Corrections as a librarian in a men’s 
maximum-security prison.

Elizabeth earned a bachelor’s degree in 

EMU Center for Jewish Studies marks 
anniversary
By Shayla Mosty

This year marks 13 years of Jewish aca-
demia at Eastern Michigan University. 
EMU’s Center for Jewish Studies pro-

vides Jewish students, staff, and faculty with a 
space for their voices to be heard and for unique 
educational opportunities to be explored.

In addition to offering a Jewish Studies 
minor, advanced undergraduate research op-
portunities, and travel courses, the Center for 
Jewish Studies also strives to provide innova-
tive and accessible programming for the EMU 
community as well as for the larger southeast 
Michigan community. Among the opportuni-
ties that the Center provides, the travel courses 
taking place in Israel, Poland, or New York are 
subsidized to help students afford and take part.

“I don’t think anyone expected it to grow 
into what it has become, that it would have 
made as many inroads into the larger commu-
nity beyond campus as it has,” Robert Erlewine, 
EMU’s Center for Jewish Studies Director and 
Professor of Religious Studies, Department of 
History & Philosophy, said.

The EMU Center for Jewish Studies actively 
engages with the EMU administration in an 
effort to better the campus climate and ensure 
student safety on campus.

“After October 7 [2023], this element in-
creased significantly. As director of the Center, 
I found myself regularly meeting with the chief 
of campus police and our chief diversity officer,” 
Erlewine said, “both of whom were amazingly 
supportive and concerned to ensure that we 
preserved a campus that was safe and civil for 
all of our students.”

In addition to working with administration 
on campus safety, the Center held events geared 
towards unifying the Jewish community on and 
off campus. While the Center currently serves 
as a safe space for Jewish students, faculty, staff, 
and community members, it was a difficult pro-
cess getting to this point.

“In the beginning, the CJS [Center for Jew-
ish Studies] had to constantly demonstrate its 
relevance to the EMU administration. We had 
to show our ability to attract support both from 
students and the community,” Martin “Marty” 
Shichtman, Professor Emeritus English and 
founding director of the Center for Jewish 
Studies, said.

The desire to create a Jewish studies de-
partment stemmed from a team-taught class, 
Culture and the Holocaust. Every semester, the 
class drew many students, both Jewish and not, 
who were interested in the Jewish academic 
field.

After engaging with a multitude of EMU 
professors, the Dean of Arts and Sciences, and 
receiving a program send-off from Senator Carl 

Levin, “we were able to formulate a pro-
gram that would correspond to Eastern’s 
identity, a program that would invite 
both students and members of the com-
munity to explore Judaism, both the reli-
gion and the culture(s),” Shichtman said.

With the help of generous donors and 
sponsors, the Center for Jewish Studies 
hosts programming opportunities that 
educate students and community mem-
bers on various Jewish themes. For in-
stance, right before Halloween 2023, the 
Center for Jewish Studies had every seat 
filled at their event teaching about the 
Jewish monster, the Golem. The Center 
has also hosted well-known comedians 
to perform and had presentations on 
the Jewish history of comic books from 
both scholars and comic book authors. 
There have been musical acts, chefs, and 
pollsters talking about Jewish voting pat-
terns, as well as scholars reflecting on 
theological issues, like the significance 
of climate change and AI for Jewish 
thought. The Center even brought Israeli 
playwright and TV writer Ori Urian to 
EMU theatre for an English language 
debut of his play Connected. Ori engaged 
in various groups in the community by 
doing a workshop for the Ann Arbor He-
brew Day School, running meetings with 
Israelis living in Ann Arbor, and meeting 
with community members to discuss the 
current state of theatre in Israel.

“We educate our students about the 
complexity and richness of Jewish his-
tory. We show them Jewish joy and vital-
ity,” Erlewine said.

The Center for Jewish Studies has 
grown substantially in the last four years. 
In September 2024, the Center hosted a 
dedication ceremony celebrating their 
new office location in the newly reno-
vated first floor of Hallel Library. With 
this new office, Jewish students, faculty, 
and staff have a corner of the campus to 
call their own. Both EMU and surround-
ing community members came out to 
support the dedication, including EMU 
president James Smith, who talked about 
the importance of having the Center for 
Jewish Studies on EMU’s campus. In ad-
dition, in March 2025, the Center for 
Jewish Studies partnered with Temple 
Beth Emeth in Ann Arbor hosting an 
Antisemitism Summit, where over 250 
people were in attendance. In January 
2025, the Center co-sponsored an event 
with SAJE (Seminars in Adult Jewish Ed-
ucation) at the JCC in West Bloomfield 
and plans on doing so again in 2026.

Whether you are in the Jewish aca-
demic field or simply looking for an op-
portunity to learn something new, the 
Center for Jewish Studies welcomes ev-
eryone.

“While there is intellectual heft to 
what we do, our presentations are not 
scholarly in focus. Our events are acces-
sible and engaging to a broad audience,” 
Erlewine said.

To stay up to date on all program-
ming and opportunities offered by the 
Center for Jewish Studies, email Jewish.
studies@emich.edu to join the mailing 
list, and follow us on Facebook @ EMU 
Center for Jewish Studies and Instagram 
@cjsatemu. n

Elizabeth Brindley
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Commemoration of October 7, two years on
By Amichay Findling, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

On October 16, the night 
after Simchat Torah, the 
greater Ann Arbor Jew-

ish community gathered at the JCC 
to commemorate the horrific Oc-
tober 7 massacre. While two years 
in the past, that day in 2023 is still 
painfully present for many, and the 
commemoration aimed to offer a 
space for meaningful communal 
remembrance.

Then, just days before the event 
was to take place, a ceasefire agree-
ment between Israel and Hamas fi-
nally brought home all 20 surviving 
hostages.

Attendees at the October 16 pro-
gram arrived with mixed emotions: 
joy and deep relief at the return of 
those held captive for 737 days, in-
tertwined with unending grief for 
the lives stolen and the communi-
ties shattered during the initial at-
tacks and over the course of the last 
two years. These emotions found a 
voice through speakers and artists, 
both visiting and local, throughout 
the ceremony.

The event’s keynote speaker, 
Maya Izoucheev, is a Nova Festival 
survivor. Maya shared her story 
with attendees, describing the cel-
ebration and community that the 
Nova Festival embodied, her own 
anticipation and excitement lead-
ing up to that night, and then the 
unimaginable terror that followed. 
She spoke of friends lost, of impos-
sible decisions made in seconds, 

and of the ongoing journey of healing she continues to navi-
gate.

One uplifting moment Maya described was connected 

to her childhood friend, Guy 
Gilboa-Dalal, who was kid-
napped from Nova and held 
hostage for two years. Maya 
has been traveling the world 
telling her story for the last 
two years, and at each speak-
ing engagement, she wears a 
shirt printed with Guy’s pho-
to, urging the world to bring 
him home. Just three days be-
fore the gathering in Ann Ar-
bor, Guy was released. Maya 
stood before the crowd at the 

curated by Marie Pattipati, the JCC’s 
Director of Arts & Culture. Among 
the contributors was Orit Aviran, a 
gifted artist and musician who moved 
from Israel to Ann Arbor just over a 
year ago.

In the days following the large 
communal gathering, which filled 
nearly every seat in the JCC gym, 
Maya spent time in smaller settings. 
She joined NextGen A2 for Shab-
bat dinner, she visited Chabad for a 
talk after Shabbat morning services, 
and she sat down with the local Is-
raeli community for a Hebrew “Chug 
Bayit” (open house). These intimate 
conversations fostered support, un-
derstanding, and even new friend-
ships.

With the ceasefire still holding — 
though far from without challenges 
— many Jews continue to pray that 
the return of the hostages marks the 
beginning of a long-awaited chapter 
of calm and rebuilding.

May all soon gather to celebrate 
joy rather than grief.

May the words recited together at 
the communal commemoration be-
come a reality:

Oseh Shalom Bimromav,

Hu Ya’aseh Shalom Aleinu, 

Ve’al Kol Yisrael,

Ve’al Kol Yoshvei Tevel. n

JCC in a new shirt, finally 
able to celebrate freedom.

In addition to Maya’s 
presentation, the ceremony 
featured remarks from local 
Jewish leaders. Rabbi Will 
Keller, Head of School at 
Hebrew Day School, opened 
by acknowledging the lay-
ers of emotion surrounding 
October 7 and the challenges 
of teaching children about 
it. Rabbi Josh Whinston of 
Temple Beth Emeth and Rav 

Nadav Caine of Beth Israel Congrega-
tion reflected on Maya’s experience and 
connected it to the shared ache felt by 
Klal Yisrael (the entire Jewish people) 
in Israel and across the Jewish world. 
Rav Nadav concluded with a transla-
tion of the familiar words of the Kad-
dish prayer:

He who makes peace in His high holy 
places,

may He bring peace upon us, upon all 
Israel —

and let us say: Amen.

Music was woven throughout the 
evening by Rabbi Gabrielle Pescador of 
the Ann Arbor Reconstructionist Con-
gregation. Rabbi Pescador enhanced a 
program already rooted in hope and 
sorrow with songs for healing and for 
peace, performed by a group of eight 
volunteer musicians. Their voices car-
ried both heartbreak and resilience.

To close the ceremony, Shternie 
Zwiebel of Chabad led a prayer for uni-
ty and reconciliation within Am Yisrael 
(the peoples of Israel). All those present 
concluded together in song with Israel’s 
national anthem “Hatikva” and melo-
dies of peace — lifting a shared hope 
into the room.

Beyond music, visual art played a 
meaningful role in the commemora-
tion. Local artists contributed works 
displayed in the JCC’s Amster Gallery, 

Maya Izoucheev shared her story with a full house 
at the Ann Arbor JCC on October 16.

Federation program gives MI prosecutors a Holocaust education
By Shane Dennis, Ann Arbor Jewish Community Security Director

On October 7 and 8, the 
Jewish Federation of 
Greater Ann Arbor hosted 

“What You Do Matters: Lessons from 
the Holocaust” at the JCC of Greater 
Ann Arbor. The second training of 
its kind held in Ann Arbor, this pro-
gram was designed specifically for 
county prosecutors from around the 
state.

The “What You Do Matters” pro-
gram describes itself as “a powerful 
curriculum for today’s law enforce-
ment professionals. Using historical 
images and stories from the Holo-
caust, trained facilitators engage stu-
dents in a dialogue about the role 
of law enforcement in today’s com-
munities and the importance of core 
values in ensuring the integrity and 
vibrancy of democracy” (wydminsti-
tute.com).

The program was developed after 
a visit to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, 
D.C., in 2006, by law enforcement 
leaders of Yavapai County, Arizo-
na. Those leaders recognized that 
the Holocaust is much more than a 

chapter from a history book — it 
provides important insight into the 
consequences when a government 
shifts the mission of the police from 
protecting individuals to support-
ing the abuse of basic human rights. 
“What You Do Matters” examines 
policing within the legal and po-
litical framework of Nazi Germany, 
a journey that eventually turned 
those who should protect life and 
liberty into those who intimidated, 
humiliated, deported, and eventu-
ally murdered millions of innocent 
people.

The Jewish Federation of Great-
er Ann Arbor previously hosted 
a “What You Do Matters: Lessons 
from the Holocaust” training for lo-
cal law enforcement in November 
2024. From that previous training, 
Ann Arbor’s Community Security 
Director Shane Dennis established 
a professional relationship with the 
National Director of the What You 
Do Matters Institute, Todd Larson. 
When the Prosecuting Attorneys 
Association of Michigan (PACC) 
decided to offer this training to all 

county prosecutors in the state of Michigan, 
Todd reached out to Shane to coordinate and 
promote the training to local law enforce-
ment. 

Members of county prosector’s offices 
from around the state, as well as local law 
enforcement, attended the training. Based on 
feedback from the attendees, it was very well 

received, and the PACC plans to conduct future 
“What You Do Matters” trainings throughout the 
state with Shane’s support.

To learn more about security initiatives in 
greater Ann Arbor, visit JewishAnnArbor.org/
our-community/community-security, or contact 
Shane Dennis at shane@jewishannarbor.org. n
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I  Feature
Safety after the Tree of Life
By Esther J. Terry

A version of this article was delivered as a d’var Torah at the Ann Arbor Orthodox Minyan on November 8, 2025/17 Cheshvan 5786. 

S even years ago, the 18th of Chesh-
van fell on October 27 in the Gre-
gorian calendar. The parashah that 

morning was Vayeira, which includes both 
the birth of Yitzchak and the banishment of 
Hagar and Ishmael. At the corner of Shady 
and Wilkins in Pittsburgh, three congrega-
tions were meeting for morning services: 
Tree of Life — Or L’Simcha, Dor Hadash, 
and New Light. I was not at the Tree of 
Life building that morning. I was at syna-
gogue eight blocks away. We knew what was 
happening. We did not yet know if it was 
a single shooter, multiple shooters, a con-
tained attack, or an attack preceding more 
to come. 

By the time morning services concluded, 
we knew that people had been murdered 
although we did not yet know the exact 
count. When we stepped outside of shul 
into the streets of Squirrel Hill, the nor-
mally vibrant neighborhood was virtually 
silent. No cars were on the road, no people 
were walking on the sidewalks. There were 
only the sounds of light rain and a cold au-
tumn breeze rustling the leaves. Everything 
felt precarious, uncertain. Nothing felt safe. 

Ever since that day, every time I think 
about entering a Jewish space, I think about 
the distinction between security and safe-
ty. And in the midrash related to Hagar, I 
found a story of two expulsions – abrupt 
precarity and unexpected safety. 

Bereshit Rabba explains that Hagar was 
an Egyptian princess. The pharaoh gave her 
to Sarai and Avram, because after witness-
ing the miracles performed by God, Pha-
raoh decided his daughter was better off in 
Avram’s household as a servant. He wanted 
his daughter to come under the divine pro-
tection that shielded Avram and Sarai. 

As we know in Lekh Lekha, Sarai and 
Avram did not conceive, so she gave Hagar 
to Avram as a wife. Hagar became pregnant. 
Sarai accused Hagar of acting above her sta-
tion, of despising her as if she were better 
than Sarai. In midrash, Avram quoted both 
Deuteronomy and Exodus. He attempted to 
convince Sarai that treating Hagar harshly 
or forcing her out from the home into 
which she had been bound — first by her 
father giving her to them, and second by 
marriage to Avram — simply because she 
no longer found favor with them, would be 
unnecessarily cruel. 

Based on either her status as an enslaved 
handmaiden or as a wife to Avram, Hagar 
should have been safe. She was not. Sarai 
prevented Hagar from being with Avram, 
hit Hagar in the face, and made her take 
buckets and towels to the bathhouse. Even 
more, Sarai cast the evil eye on Hagar and 
forced her to miscarry. Unsurprisingly, 
Hagar fled into the wilderness. 

The miscarriage is why, the rabbis tell us, 
a messenger of the Lord comforted Hagar 
in the wilderness by saying she would con-
ceive in the future. Midrash further ex-
plains that Hagar could easily interact with 
this messenger, and the three others they 
count in the parashah, because she was ac-
customed to communicating with angels 
in Avram’s household. This observation of 
midrash reveals the silence of Avram and 

the angels of the Lord: they did not shield 
Hagar from experiencing harm. No one 
with influence or authority chose to secure 
or guard Hagar’s safety in Avram’s house-
hold. 

In the wilderness,, Hagar did not only 
hear from the messengers of the Lord. She 
also called directly on God. This is the only 
moment that the rabbis acknowledge God 
speaking directly to a woman without go-
ing through a man. In contrast, when God 
spoke to Sarah about her laughter, this was 
an indirect conversation through Avraham. 
And even when Rivka communicated with 
God, the rabbis say that she went through 
Shem. This first expulsion establishes that 
even though Hagar was harmed and ulti-
mately forced out of her home into the wil-
derness, she found protection and comfort 
from angels and from God. She trusted in 
the messages from God in the wilderness 
and agreed to return to the home of Avram 
and Sarai.

In Vayeira, we read that Hagar and 
Ishmael are cast out into the wilderness 
because Sarah saw Ishmael playing. Rashi 
summarizes the midrash: Ishmael’s actions 
could relate to idolatry like the Golden 
Calf, to sexual misconduct like Potiphar’s 
wife, to murder like the war games be-
tween the soldiers of David and Shaul, and 
to a heated argument between Ishmael and 
Yitzchak about who would inherit a greater 
portion. There were, in other words, many 
reasons why Sarah was justified in telling 
Avraham to expel Hagar and Ishmael. 

Ramban, however, disagrees with most 
of these justifications. He points out that 
the other accusations against Ishmael and 
Hagar would mean that Avraham allowed 
idolatry, sexual immorality, and murder 
in his household. For Ramban, the only 
option is that Ishmael mocked every-
one celebrating the weaning of Yitzchak 

and boasted openly that he would inherit 
double. Ramban backs this up by pointing 
to Sarah’s complaint, “the son of that slave 
shall not share in the inheritance with my 
son Yitzchak.” 

Other than Ramban, rabbinic com-
mentary in Vayeira makes it rather easy 
to cast Hagar and Ishmael as the violent, 
idolatrous villains. The other commenta-
tors focus on the immediate context: the 
celebration of Yitzchak’s weaning and the 
fraught interactions leading up to Hagar 
and Ishmael being expelled. Ramban 

broadens his consideration to the world of 
Avraham’s household.

By putting this second incident in con-
versation with the first, where Hagar is a 
woman who easily speaks with angels and 
with God, Ramban’s commentary seems 
more plausible. Hagar, an Egyptian prin-
cess, an enslaved handmaiden, a wife griev-
ing a miscarriage and conversing with 
angels, then calling upon God — she does 
not seem to be someone who would engage 
in idolatrous or violent practices. By the 
time we see her in Vayeira, she had not only 
been enslaved and a wife, she had become 
the mother to a son of Avraham. And once 
again she was not safe. 

Neither Avraham nor anyone in his 
household, including angels, secured her 
safety. Once again in the wilderness, a mes-
senger of the Lord reassured her, provided 
water for Ishmael, encouraged Hagar to 

of course it’s not Pittsburgh. Maybe, like 
Hagar, we are worried for the futures of 
our families and our children in a world 
that seems increasingly dangerous. May-
be we find ourselves deeply focused on 
security, advocating for stronger or more 
visible forms of strength, because we are 
afraid that the wilderness is a more pre-
carious, more deadly place. 

Yet when I see Hagar deciding to trust 
God even after being cast out of her home 
and her son’s home, I have been thinking 
— sometimes when we are forced out of 
what we thought was safe we find out God 
has not abandoned us. We find safety and 
security in unexpected places, we strike 
out trusting God to help us along the way. 
We build bridges and create a wider com-
munity than we ever thought possible, a 
community where we can celebrate to-
gether, remember those we have lost, and 
invoke their memories for a blessing.  

In honor of the 11 who were murdered 
because they were Jews and because they 
were at Shabbat services — who were 
collectively mourned as yinzers, Pitts-
burghers, Pennsylvanians, Americans, 
humans, and yes of course also as Jews, 
here are their names. 

Idit Baltza bat Aba Menachem 
v’Chenka, Joyce Feinberg

Yosef ben Chayim, Richard Gottfried

Rayzel bat Avraham, Rose Mallinger 

Yehudah ben Yechezqel v’Salmah, Jerry 
Rabinowitz

Sisal Chayim ben Eliezer, Cecil Rosen-
thal 

Dovid ben Eliezer, David Rosenthal 

Bayla Rahel bat Moshe, Bernice Simon 

Zalman Shachna ben Menachem Men-
del, Sylvan Simon

Daniel Avraham ben Baruch, Daniel 
Stein

Moshe Gadol ben Yosef, Melvin Wax

Yitzchak Chayim ben Menachem, Ir-
ving Younger  

May we find the courage to trust God 
and to fight for a world where communi-
ties do not secure themselves against one 
another but where we build shared safety 
together. Shabbat Shalom. n

continue, and promised that Ishmael 
would become a great nation. In both in-
cidents, Hagar trusted God and she found 
more safety in the wilderness. 

I admit that I am disappointed and 
frustrated that Sarah was allowed to harm 
Hagar and cast her out. I want to expect 
better of Sarah, of Avraham, and of the 
angels. But in the end, as it turns out, the 
wilderness was unexpectedly a safer place 
for Hagar and for Ishmael. Leaving the se-
curity of Avraham’s household, even filled 
as it was with heavenly visitors, turned out 
to be the safer choice.  

After the Tree of Life shooting, I did not 
think to expect that the wider community 
of Squirrel Hill and of the entire city would 
mourn along with us. But they did. The 
Pittsburgh Steelers logo has three hypocy-
cloids that look like four-pointed stars. The 
Steelers allowed the yellow hypocycloid 
to become a yellow Star of David and this 
version was accompanied by the slogan 
“Stronger than Hate.” The Starbucks down 
the street from Tree of Life added window 
art with ahavah, chesed, and tikvah in He-
brew. And local businesses all over Squirrel 
Hill put up 8 by 11 sheets of paper, print-
ed with a black background, “Our hearts 
cry for Shalom” with 11 candles pictured 
prominently. These things, more than the 
armed security that now guarded every 
synagogue’s doors, ultimately restored my 
sense of safety. 

I know that today we live in a differ-
ent world. It’s not 2018, it’s not 5779, and 
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Sending money overseas: Where Ann Arbor’s dollars go (part 3)
By Eileen Freed, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

In these troubled times, when there are 
many serious concerns about the actions 
of the current Israeli government, ques-

tions also arise around the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Ann Arbor’s Israel/Overseas 
allocations from the Annual Community 
Campaign. Articles in the September and 
November issues of the WJN described 
the community’s investments in the Jewish 
Agency (JAFI), World ORT, and American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC). 

In addition to participating with Jewish 

Federations across North America in col-
lective funding of JAFI, JDC, and ORT, the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 
provides direct funding to Israeli NGOs do-
ing work that aligns with the local commu-
nity’s commitment to a strong shared civil 
society in Israel. Some of that support is for 
specific JAFI or JDC programs, as described 
in the previous articles. (Those articles can 
be found at WashtenawJewishNews.org or 
JewishAnnArbor.org/news.)

Israel/Overseas Allocations Priori-
ties

The Israel/Overseas Allocations Com-
mittee, a subcommittee of the Jewish 
Federation’s Allocations Committee, was 
established in the early 2000s to make de-
cisions around “elective” support for orga-
nizations that were not supported by the 
collective funding of the traditional part-
ners of the Federation system. Some projects 
funded during this early period included a 
projector for Neve Shalom/Wahat As-Sa-
laam, a cooperative village founded by Jew-
ish and Arab Israelis; vocational training for 
the Druze community, a project of the JDC; 
and SELAH, an organization that supports 
grandparents raising their orphaned grand-
children and which provides other immi-
grant support services. 

As elective funding became a more sig-
nificant part of the overseas allocations from 
the Annual Community Campaign, the 
committee developed a set of funding prior-
ities that have been reviewed over the years.
Fostering Arab/Jewish understanding and 
cooperation 
Assisting Israel minority and disadvantaged 
populations 
Promoting religious pluralism and tolerance 
among Jewish groups in Israel 
Aiding Jews in need in Israel and through-
out the world 
Supporting environmental efforts in Israel

As Ann Arbor’s Partnership2Gether rela-
tionship with Moshav Nahalal and the Cen-
tral Galilee region continued to develop, the 
committee prioritized supporting initiatives 
in the partnership region when they also 
align with other funding priorities.

Projects supported by the 
2025 Annual Community 
Campaign

In 2025, 20% of the Annual Commu-
nity Campaign was allocated to Israel/
Overseas partners. Half of that was sent 
to the collective efforts of Jewish Federa-
tions of North America (JFNA). (See the 
September and November WJN for more 
on collective funding.) The remainder 
was allocated to specific projects recom-
mended by the Israel/Overseas Alloca-
tions Committee and approved by the 
Allocations Committee and the Jewish 
Federation Board. Those projects include 
the following:

A New Way

A New Way (ANW) operates long-
term educational programs throughout 
Israel. Based on a holistic, multi-commu-
nity model, it enables Arabs and Jews to 
undergo educational processes together, 
establishing a robust and prosperous 
shared society in Israel. Operating in 
general public schools, where Jewish and 
Arab students do not typically learn to-
gether, all ANW programs are recognized 
and approved by Israel’s Ministry of Edu-
cation.  

Brothers and Sisters for Israel 

Brothers and Sisters for Israel is a na-
tional volunteer organization. Since Oc-
tober 7, the organization has actively and 
creatively supported evacuees, victims, 
and soldiers. The office in the Northern 
district supports combat troops, includ-
ing reservists, on Israel’s northern border 
with Lebanon; this support was espe-
cially crucial when the region was under 
constant Hezbollah missile attacks. One 
creative project in the summer of 2024 
provided an ice cream truck for soldiers, 
evacuees, and families returning to their 
homes in the North. The truck was oper-
ated by volunteer drivers and organizers. 

Ethiopian National Project
The Ethiopian National Project (ENP) 

works to reduce scholastic gaps and real-
ize the full potential of Ethiopian-Israeli 
schoolchildren. The Federation allocation 
supports the program in Afula, which is 
adjacent to our partnership region. 

Hand in Hand Schools

Hand in Hand builds inclusion and 
equality between Arab and Jewish citi-
zens of Israel through a growing network 
of bilingual, integrated schools and com-
munities. The Jewish Federation of Great-

er Ann Arbor has funded Hand in Hand 
Schools since 2005. At that time, it was 
a small network of three private schools 
with no government funding or support. 
Today, Hand in Hand schools are part of 
the public school system, and there are 
over 2,000 students across campuses in 
six locations throughout Israel.

 
iREP – Israel Religious Expression Plat-
form

The Jewish Federation of Greater Ann 
Arbor has long been committed to sup-
porting projects that promote religious 
pluralism and equality for non-Haredi 
Jewish expression in Israel. In 2014, the 
Ann Arbor Federation joined the iREP 
task force, which was created by JFNA. 
iREP supports Israeli organizations pro-
moting greater religious equality, in areas 
such as civil marriage, rights for Reform 
and Conservative Judaism, and a space 
for egalitarian prayer at the Kotel (West-
ern Wall).

Krembo Wings Youth Movement 

Krembo Wings is the only all-inclusive 
youth movement in Israel that provides a 
social network for children with and with-
out disabilities. The movement operates 
66 branches across Israel and welcomes 
over 6,000 young people with and with-
out disabilities aged seven to 22 from all 
cultural, religious, and socio-economic 
backgrounds. Their overall goal is to in-
still in their members the values of diver-
sity, equality, and tolerance, bridging the 
divides in Israeli society while also pro-
viding a crucial social service that helps 
children and families across the country. 
The Jewish Federation’s allocation sup-
ports the Krembo Wings branch in our 
Partnership2Gether region, specifically in 
Nof Hagalil. This branch serves and brings 
together Israelis from all backgrounds in-
cluding Jews, Christians, and Muslims.

Lone Soldier Center

For the first time in 2025, the Jew-
ish Federation has allocated funds to the 
Lone Soldier Center in Memory of Mi-
chael Levin (LSC). Founded in 2009, the 
LSC is dedicated to ensuring that soldiers 
without existing support systems in Israel 
never feel alone before, during, and af-
ter their military service. The LSC serves 
both immigrant and Israeli-born lone sol-
diers, including those from at-risk back-
grounds. Through subsidized housing, 

social programming, emotional and finan-
cial support, and advocacy, they empower 
lone soldiers to integrate into Israeli society 

with confidence, stability, and a sense of 
belonging. 

Partnership2Gether/Community-
2Community Relationship with Moshav 
Nahalal

Partnership2Gether (P2G) is a global 
program of the Jewish Agency that pairs 
diaspora and Israeli communities to de-
velop programs of mutual benefit. Ann 
Arbor partners with Moshav Nahalal as 
part of the Michigan-Central Galilee Part-
nership region anchored by the Detroit 
Jewish community, promoting meaning-
ful personal connections between the 
two communities. Until the COVID pan-
demic, one of the most prominent pro-
grams of the partnership was the Student 
Exchange, where Ann Arbor teens spent 
10 days with families in Nahalal, and then 
their Nahalal hosts would visit Ann Ar-
bor. More than 100 teens participated in 
this program from its inception in 2009. 
Other partnership activities include in-
tegrating a Nahalal delegation with Ann 
Arbor’s to the JCC Maccabi games for the 
past two years, and a twinning program 
between Hebrew Day School of Ann Ar-
bor and the Nahalal elementary school. 
The Ann Arbor-based P2G volunteer 
committee is working with their Israeli 
counterparts to re-evaluate and reinvigo-
rate the program to engage even more 
sectors of the community.

Ruca’s Farm

Ruca’s Farm is a rehabilitative or-
ganic farm for former soldiers and first 
responders battling PTSD. Rooted in the 
values of personal agency, community, 
and the proven healing properties of ag-
riculture, its mission is to provide a ho-
listic response to PTSD by establishing 
and operating a safe and supportive reha-
bilitative agricultural farm where veterans 
suffering from PTSD can work, heal, and 
rediscover their sense of self in a support-
ive, trigger-free environment. 

Conclusion 
The volunteer leadership and pro-

fessional team of the Jewish Federation 
are proud of the impact of this commu-
nity’s support of the organizations on the 
ground in Israel that aim to build a more 
positive, equitable shared civil society; 
address the needs of marginalized popu-
lations; promote pluralistic Jewish expres-
sion and equal rights; and foster mutually 
beneficial connections between Israelis 
and the Jewish community in Washtenaw 
County. While we cannot vote in Israeli 
elections, we can and do have a positive 
impact on Israeli society through these 
funds. 

The Jewish Federation’s team is avail-
able to answer any questions or concerns 
you have about programs and initiatives 
it funds in Israel and around the world. 
You can contact Federation’s Israel and 
Overseas Programs Manager Amichay 
Findling (amichay@jewishannarbor.org) 
to continue the conversation. 
Eileen Freed is the CEO of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Ann Arbor. n

Ann Arbor and Nahalal teens painted the UM 
rock during the P2G Student Exchange in fall 
of 2023.

Ruca’s Farm is a rehabilitative organic farm 
for former soldiers and first responders bat-
tling PTSD.

Hand in Hand Schools build inclusion 
and equality between Arab and Jewish 
citizens of Israel through a growing net-
work of bilingual, integrated schools and 
communities. 
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Interview with Isabella’s Way author Barbara Stark-Nemon
By Ari Smith

B arbara Stark-Nemon, author and 
longtime resident of Ann Arbor, re-
cently released her third novel, Isa-

bella’s Way. It tells the story of a 14-year-old 
“New Catholic” embroideress who is pulled 
into a secret network using needlework to 
spirit conversos — Jews who became Cath-
olics, either in truth or merely for safety — 
away from the Inquisition’s grasp. After her 
book launch, Stark-Nemon sat down with 
the WJN to discuss her book, refugees, and 
fiber arts. Isabella’s Way is available from She 
Writes Press.

Washtenaw Jewish News: Isabella’s Way is a book 
about a 14-year-old Jewish refugee fleeing 
Portugal during the inquisition — can you 
tell me a little about how it feels to be releasing 
a book on this subject at a time when we are 
seeing such similar fears among refugees and 
immigrants in our own communities?

Barbara Stark-Nemon: That’s a great question 
and it’s something that has really worried 
me and it has changed the way I release 
the book in some ways. So, I come from a 
family of refugees, both my parents were 
refugees from Nazi Germany, and so I am a 
first generation American. Then I spent 15 
years working with Jewish Family Services 
here in Washtenaw County, the primary 
local agency that welcomes refugees from 
everywhere in the world. This is part of 
my DNA and what I have chosen to do 
with my volunteer time, and now it has 
become part of my writing because this 
girl just jumped into my head on a bicycle 
ride from Portugal to Spain in 2011. When 
I started writing this book in 2017, I had 
no idea about the current shift in politics 
and in our society’s view of refugees and 
where we stand as a country. The reasons 
I brought this book into the world have 
shifted dramatically, not just in terms of 
refugees, but also in terms of bringing out 
a book with Jewish content at this time 
have changed the whole context in which 
I launched the book this fall. 

WJN: It’s so interesting that it’s a book about 
being hidden in so many ways. Being 
hidden from oppressors, hidden messages 
in embroidery, and even being hidden from 
yourself. Isabella doesn’t even realize that 
she’s Jewish, as she was not raised that way. 
And even when you are in the process of 
publicizing this book, there’s still a little 
worry about concealment. 

S-N: Exactly, that’s exactly right. That whole 
circumstance you just described is 
metaphoric in so many ways of my family 
exposing themselves as Jews in their new 
context when they arrived in the United 
States. They didn’t practice as Jews when 
they were in Berlin in Nazi Germany in 
the 1930s. And the whole concept of being 
hidden is one of my book club discussion 

questions for the book. Isabella thought 
she was a good Catholic girl who didn’t 
understand her background. Was her parents’ 
choice an appropriate or fair thing to do? In 
Inquisition-era Portugal, what other choices 
did they have? The layers and layers of hidden 
identity and when to assert certain identities, 
that is really one of the most important themes 
of this book. Isabella came to me as someone 
who is on the verge of coming of age. In other 
words, what are we presented with? What do 
we take on? What do we assert that isn’t part 
of our given identity, and how do we make 
that shift, what kind of acceptance is there? 
Self-acceptance, but what do you promote 
to the context around you, and how do you 
move forward in your life like that?

WJN: That moves beautifully into my next 
question, which is about the fact that Isabella 
is such a young protagonist in our eyes. She’s 
barely more than a child, yet when we meet 
her at the beginning of the story, she’s living 
on her own after her mother’s death and she 
is a highly skilled professional in her own 
right. Both within the era in which she lives 
and with the trials and tribulations that she 
lives through, she’s simultaneously a child and 
very adult. I wanted to know what made you 
choose this age and how it impacts her story. 

S-N: So I tell the story that I didn’t choose Isabella. 
Isabella chose me — on that bicycle ride, she 
fell into my head and would not leave for years 
until I wrote her. I think it’s important that 
in the early 1600s, which is when the book is 
set, a 14-year-old girl was marriageable and 
considered an adult. A younger adult, but 
an adult with the potential of marrying and 
bearing children. From our perspective today, 
a 14-year-old on her own doesn’t make much 
sense, but in the days of the Inquisition and 
the plague in addition to all of the structures of 
that time and society, it forced many younger 
people to grow up very quickly and that’s 
certainly a part of Isabella’s story. She’s very 
cherished and sheltered, and suddenly she’s 
alone and having to run the family business 
and escape the only life and country she’s 
ever known. It’s a story that continues to 
repeat itself — it happened in World War I 
and World War II, young boys being sent to 
war to fight and children having to survive 
when their parents are taken away. Many of 
us today are very protected and privileged 
and allowed to grow up slowly, but even 
today we have 14-year-olds who are having 
to protect and manage their families with 
absent parents.

WJN: Something you mentioned at your 
book launch event was that there’s always 
intolerance, but there’s also always heroes, 
and that you’re always searching for and 
interested in unexpected allies. I’m going 
to ask you a hard question — what’s your 
conception of a hero?

S-N: I see a hero as someone who doesn’t just 
rebel against the trauma and the horror 
that is thrown at us in life when we don’t 
expect it, but who manages to recruit 
resilience, who can understand who 
authentic allies are, and can turn it around 
so that those circumstances don’t ruin who 
they are as a person. Hard circumstance 
helps them to reset and figure out how to 
move forward. To me, that is a hero. If you 
can do that on behalf of others as well, that’s 
an exponential hero. I’ve created many 
characters like that in Isabella’s Way — 
they’re not defeated. There are some who 
are defeated by the ruin around them, but 
most of the characters find a way with each 
other to turn it around. We can’t control 
what comes at us, but we can control how 
we respond.

WJN: I’m also curious about how fiber arts 
are shown here. Embroidery is a well of 
deep cultural heritage and creativity and 
skill that is not traditionally given much 
attention, and I wanted to ask about how 
you centered this in your book.

S-N: Well, I do several fiber arts myself, 
though not embroidery. When Isabella 
came to me as an embroideress, I ended 
up embroidering the cover of my book 
just to get it into my hands and head. 
I also did a deep dive into the role of 
women embroiderers over centuries and 
how they used that skill to communicate. 
Mary Queen of Scots was one, who 
used embroidery in her clothes and 
gifts to transmit messages, but also 
more commonly enslaved Americans 
who would embroider maps of the 
Underground Railroad in their quilts. It’s 
important to pay attention to who did this 
and what it means.

WJN: Embroidery is an important part of 
Judaism, too! The Torah has long passages 
about the embroidery on the robes of the 
priests, and we duplicate that today on 
our Torah covers. The way you managed 
to join all of these aspects together is 
wonderful.

S-N: Absolutely!

WJN: Any final thoughts you’d like to share?

S-N: Well, something that interests me about 
my own writing is that it’s a second career. 
I had a whole career doing something I 
loved that I was pretty good at for a long 
time! Writing later in life is like a gift. It’s 
not something that is a typical pathway 
and there are those who think “oh, I can’t 
do that, it’s too late.” It’s never too late to 
embrace a creative effort that’s fulfilling 
and affirming. n

Barbara Stark-Nemon
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ICommunity 

INDIE ART 
& CRAFT FAIR

SAT | DEC 13 | 11AM–6PM | DOWNTOWN LIBRARY

TINYEXPO.COM

shop local vendors on two floors!

Give the gift of a
holiday meal

How to
Find Food
How to
Find Food

Visit FoodGatherers.org/FindFood for a
list of  pantries and meal sites near you,
or give us a call at (734) 761-2796.

In Washtenaw County, 1 in 7 of
our neighbors face hunger.
Help fill hearts and plates this
holiday season with a
donation to Food Gatherers,
your local food bank.

DONATE TODAY:
www.foodgatherers.org/donate

Discover your community: U-M’s JCLP
By Morgan Hesse and Kristina Riemer

B eing a student in the U-M School 
of Social Work’s Jewish Commu-
nal Leadership Program (JCLP) 

means joining a network of people who 
are committed to lifelong learning and 
collective engagement for public ben-
efit. In addition to receiving a Master’s 
degree in Social Work from the nation’s 
#1-ranked School of Social Work, JCLP 
students receive a certificate in Jewish 
Communal Leadership from the Jean and 
Samuel Frankel Center for Judaic Stud-
ies. Generous tuition support makes this 
unique dual-track opportunity more ac-
cessible. 

While the JCLP supports academic 
growth and achievement, it is also a cata-
lyst for personal development and au-
thentic connection. First-year student 
Jacob Keer describes the program as “a 
soft place to land in [the potentially] 
overwhelming transition into graduate 
school,” with other first-year students 
noting that the JCLP orientation helped 
them make close friendships — making 
the rest of orientation week less daunting. 
First-year students report feeling grateful 
for the holiday celebrations, exploratory 
carpools around Michigan, and sponta-
neous movie nights that have come from 
JCLP friendships. Personal relationships 
outside of the classroom allow students to 
challenge each other academically, push-
ing each other to see more complexity and 
to question their initial preconceptions.

When it comes to student experi-
ence, a highlight of the program is the 
weekly seminar. Each semester, JCLP 
students are fortunate enough to host a 
wide variety of guest speakers, engaging 
in meaningful discussion about how to 
hold conversations across differences, 
what Jewish community outreach looks 
like in Michigan, and how to explore 
social justice as a Jewish value. Through 
these weekly conversations, JCLP stu-
dents utilize their social work skills to 
foster a welcoming, safe space for mem-
bers of the broader community to share 

their lived experiences. Additionally, 
second-year JCLP students rotate as 
seminar presenters, sharing projects 
focused on understanding and lead-
ing American Jewish communities, 
providing them with opportunities 
to practice facilitation techniques and 
strengthen their leadership skills. The 
discussions around these presenta-
tions are highly nuanced and often 
high-energy as each student imme-
diately buys into the presenter’s in-
terest and dedication to their project. 
Students frequently express that the 

support they find in the seminar room is 
unmatched in their other classroom and 
community settings

The JCLP finds inventive ways to con-
nect with the larger Ann Arbor com-
munity throughout the year, too. During 
orientation, JCLP students met with an 
adventure therapist, visited several Jewish 
communal organizations in Detroit, and 
engaged in teambuilding exercises to begin 
understanding what it means to foster com-
munity. As the fall semester got underway, 
JCLP students hosted a Community Wel-
come Breakfast, facilitating conversations 
with community leaders and JCLP alumni 
to welcome the new cohort. Over the Suk-
kot holiday, students welcomed members 
of the community into their sukkah in the 
School of Social Work Courtyard, with more 
student-led programs underway. 

If you are considering a Master’s in Social 
Work and are interested in working along-
side Jewish communities to address broad 
social concerns in a 21st-century context, 
feel free to contact jclp.info@umich.edu 
with application questions, to talk to current 
students, or to learn more about upcoming 
events. Application deadlines can be found at 
ssw.umich.edu, and earlier applicants tend to 
receive more generous tuition support. Pro-
spective students should reach out to JCLP 
and community members are enthusiastical-
ly encouraged to share this opportunity with 
eligible applicants within their networks.  n

JCLP students visiting the Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue during 
their Fall 2025 orientation.
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IRabbis Corner

  Rabbi Aharon Goldstein 

“Abraham who loved 
Me.”
By Rabbi Aharon Goldstein, Chabad of Ann 
Arbor

In the Torah portion Vayeira (Genesis 18:1–
22:24), G-d tells Abraham that he is going to 
destroy Sodom and Gomorra. Then it says, 

“... And Abraham was still standing before G-d. 
Abraham came forward and said, ‘Would You 
blot out the righteous along with the wicked?!’”

If Abraham was still standing before G-d, 
what does it mean that he came forward? Rashi 
explains that he didn’t come forward in a physical 
sense, but rather, he prepared himself emotion-
ally to defend Sodom and Gomorra from annihi-
lation. He prepared to argue sternly with Him, to 
appease Him, and to pray to Him.

First Abraham spoke sternly, saying, “Would 
you blot out the righteous along with the wick-
ed?!” In appeasement he said, “It would be sacri-
legious for You to do such a thing, to bring death 
upon the righteous along with the wicked, so that 
the righteous and the wicked are alike! Shall the 
Judge of the whole world not judge fairly?!” Then 
in prayer he said, “Behold I have begun to speak 
to my L-rd, and I am dust and ashes.”

We are taught about Abraham that he mani-
fested the attribute of kindness and love. G-d 
even referred to him as “Abraham who loved 
Me.” So it seems strange and out of character that 
Abraham opens his argument with stern words. 
“Would you blot out the righteous along with the 
wicked?!” Why doesn’t he begin with words of 
appeasement or prayer, and if that doesn’t work, 
try stern words? That would be more in character 
with the Abraham we know.

When the Torah speaks of Abraham’s kind-
ness and love, it is referring to the way he served 
G-d, in line with his nature. However, in this 
situation lives were on the line, and the angel 
tasked with destroying Sodom and Gomorra was 
already on the way there. Abraham went against 
his nature and spoke sternly first, not making 
diplomatic calculations, because lives were in the 
balance.

The stories of our ancestors are lessons to us. 
Just as we inherit from Abraham the kindness 
and the love that he had, we must be ready to take 
action when it is called for, just as he did.

We learn from Abraham that when the well-
being of another is on the line — whether spiri-
tual or physical — it is not a time for calculations, 
it is a time for action. Throwing yourself into the 
task with strong and effective action, even if it 
means going against your nature, is what is re-
quired. To save a life, we go the extra mile.

May the merit of the kindness and love all of 
the Jewish people give be the mitzva (command-
ment) that tips the scale and sets in motion the 
coming of Moshiach. May he come soon. n

December events at Beth Israel

adult, see the world through a Jewish 
lens?

Talmud Study with Rabbi Dobrusin via 
Zoom
Mondays at 4 p.m.
The class meets on Zoom on Monday 
afternoons from 4–5:15. We will read 
the text in the original Hebrew or 
Aramaic with an accompanying Eng-
lish translation and discuss the text in 
English. No familiarity with Hebrew 
or prior experience studying Talmud 
is required. This fall and winter, we will 
be studying from the third chapter of 
the tractate of Bava Metzia, which ad-
dresses issues of the obligations and re-
sponsibilities of people who are taking 
care of objects or animals belonging to 
another person. All are welcome! 

Tot Shabbat
Saturday, December 13, at 11 a.m.
Join us for a playful morning of Jewish 
songs and stories. Challah and grape 
juice kiddush included. For kids age 
one through first grade and parents, 
but all are welcome.

Mini Minyan
Saturday, December 13, at 11 a.m.
Calling all 7–10-year-olds for Mini 
Minyan! Join us monthly for a Satur-
day morning service and kiddush.

Theology Book Club — Online
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Beth Israel Congregation’s Theology 
Book Club welcomes you to join them 
to read together and discuss books 

are grateful for everyone’s ongoing support, 
making it possible for us to put on this event 
for another year. 

In addition to the celebration, the event 
focuses on engaging in tzedakah — the Jew-
ish value of charity or justice and the Hindu 
tradition of seva — selfless service and dedi-
cation to others. There will be a toy drive for 
the University of Michigan’s Mott Children’s 
Hospital, as well as a food drive for the Food 
Gatherers. Please bring only new toys and 
nonperishable items. 

Attendance for this event is free of cost. 
Visit Jlive.app to register and learn more 
about this program. We can’t wait to cel-
ebrate with you! n

JCC One light continues from pg 1

Hanukkah Celebration and Latke Dinner
Wednesday, December 17, at 6 p.m.
Meet outside at 6 p.m. for a Hanukkiah 
lighting, followed by a latke dinner a 
Hanukkah sing-along with musician 
Michael Krieger and more in the social 
hall! Dinner is free, but please sign up 
through the calendar on our website 
(bethisrael-aa.org).

Jewish Family Service Community Needs 
Drive
December 8–December 22
We’re helping JFS to collect essential 
supplies like soap, diapers, shampoo, 
toothbrushes, cleaning items, feminine 
products, and grocery or gas gift cards to 
bring comfort and dignity to hundreds of 
families served by Jewish Family Service 
of Ann Arbor. Please drop off supplies 
in the donation bin in our lobby and see 
our website for more information.

Advanced Intro to Judaism
Sunday, December 7, at 1 p.m.
This year, Rabbi Caine is opening his 
popular “Intro to Judaism” course to 
Jews and the Jew-curious alike. Whether 
you’re considering identifying with the 
Jewish people and wish to know more, 
or you have Jewish family and want to 
learn more, or perhaps you are already 
Jewish but either never went to “Hebrew 
School” or did but realize you only got 
the kid version! This biweekly course is 
for adults who are looking to learn anew 
or deepen their knowledge of the his-
tory, meanings, theologies, and practices 
of Judaism. What does it mean to read 
the Torah as an adult, develop a relation-
ship with God and Jewish practices as an 

on Jewish thought and beliefs. The 
books are in English. Contact Paul 
Shifrin at (248) 514-7276 for more 
information. 

In Person and Online 
Services 
Everyone is welcome to join Beth Is-
rael for services, classes, and events. 
Services are being held in person 
and virtually, unless otherwise not-
ed on the calendar. Below is a list of 
the links to participate virtually in 
services at Beth Israel. Beth Israel is 
live streaming services on the Beth 
Israel YouTube channel (Beth Israel 
Congregation AA MI). All links 
are also available on the Beth Israel 
homepage (www.bethisrael-aa.org). 
Please note that passwords are used. 
Contact the office to get the pass-
words at office@bethisrael-aa.org.

Minyan 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the M&M 
Chapel and online
Sundays–Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. on-
line only

Friday Evening Services — in person 
and virtual
Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 6 p.m. 
on December 5 & 12, moves to 5 
p.m. starting December 19 through 
March 2026

Shabbat Morning Services — in per-
son and virtual
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. n
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I
December Jewish Book Series events
By Drew Coel, Marketing and Program Associate, Ann Arbor JCC

IJCC book series

The Ann Arbor Jewish Book Series 
continues into the final month of the 
year with visits from three amazing 

authors. More details for each author’s event 
and registration links can be found on Jlive.
app.

Jason Schachter McKinney, Jason Belongs
Monday, December 8, 5:30–7:30 p.m. 

Jason Belongs tells the true story of navi-
gating identity as an African-heritage Jew 
from a day school in Wisconsin to concert 
halls around the world. It is a powerful story 
about finding where you belong and using 
your gifts, in this case, singing and music, to 
bridge communities. The program includes 
a read-aloud, a pizza dinner (pizza available 
for purchase), and will end with an engag-
ing sing-along. This children’s program is 
brought to the community by the Ann Ar-
bor JCC’s Early Childhood Center and the 
Hebrew Day School of Ann Arbor

Adam Nimoy, The Most Human: Reconciling 
with my Father, Leonard Nimoy
Thursday, December 18, 6:30–7:30 p.m. 

From the Chicago Review Press website, chi-
cagoreviewpress.com

While the tabloids and fan publications por-
trayed the Nimoys as a “close family,” to his son 
Adam, Leonard Nimoy was a total stranger. The 
actor was as inscrutable as the iconic half-Vul-
can science officer he portrayed on Star Trek, 
even to those close to him.

Now, his son’s poignant memoir explores 
their complicated relationship and how it in-
formed his views on marriage, parenting, and 
later, sobriety. Despite their differences, both 
men ventured down parallel paths: marriages 
leading to divorce, battling addiction, and find-
ing recovery. Most notably, both men struggled 
to take the ninth step in their AA journey: to 
make amends with each other. Discover how 
the son of Spock learned to navigate this tu-
multuous relationship, from Shabbat dinners to 
basement AA meetings, and how he was finally 
able to reconcile with his father — and with 
himself.

With questions about this year’s book series, 
please contact the JCC at (734) 971-0990. n

Corey Rosen, A Story for Everything: Mas-
tering Diverse Storytelling for Any Occa-
sion

Monday, December 1, 6:30–7:30 p.m. 

“A Story for Everything is a handbook to tell 
better stories in every aspect of your life, 
whether it’s at home, work, school, writing 
fundraising application letters or grant pro-
posals, writing eulogies or wedding toasts, 
and even writing job applications,” Rosen 
says. “Everything can be improved a little bit 
by tapping into one’s own life experiences, 
and anyone can benefit!” The presentation 
will be slightly interactive, and attendees 
will even get some take-home materials — a 
mini guide to better storytelling. Ann Arbor 
Jewish community member Jeff Pickell will 
moderate this author talk.

The Network  Jewish People 
of Color striding into the 
future
By Deborah M. Greene

Call to Meeting: Everyone who 
self-identifies as Jewish and as a Person 

of Color, parents, and guardians, are 
invited to The Network’s all-members’ 
meeting, Tuesday, December 9, 6:30–

7:45 p.m. at JCC.

On the 17th of Cheshvan 
in this year, 5786, Net-
work member Esther 

J. Terry shared d’var Torah at the 
Ann Arbor Orthodox Minyan 
shabbat service. A fairly recent 
transplant from Pittsburgh, Terry 
is active in The Network. Her full 
d’var is reprinted elsewhere in this 
issue of WJN.

The Network is a local meeting 
ground for Latina Jews like Terry 
as well as Asian, African Ameri-
can, Beta Israel, Bene Israel, and 
Native American Jews who stand 
among Jews worldwide in remem-
brance of the tragedies that have 
befallen our people, including that 
of Cheshvan 18 seven years ago.

As the proportion of JOC 
grows in North America (from ap-
proximately 3% among Boomers 
to approximately 12–15% among 
Millennials), it is ever more im-
portant to weave these (mainly) 
young people into our communi-
ty, to form welcoming spaces from 
which they can contribute to the 
continued vibrancy and viability 
of North American Jewry.

The Network Jewish People 
of Color is a valued resource for 
Ann Arbor area Jews of Color. An 
informal collective of individuals 
and families drawn together by 
shared identity, The Network pro-
vides community and camarade-
rie, education and advocacy, and 
representation and empowerment.

The Network’s leadership has 
taken a number of steps to build a 
sturdy foundation for its future as 
a resource for Millennials and Gen 
Z JOC, and those who will follow. 

Initially, The Network secured 
tax exempt status via fiscal spon-
sorship by Beloved Builders, Inc., 
a national Jewish communal or-
ganization that provides services 
to grassroots Jewish organizations 
around the country.

Tax-exempt status made it 
possible for The Network to suc-
cessfully apply for institutional 
support funding from the Jewish 
Liberation Fund, the first financial 
building block of a stable future.

Shahanna McKinney-
Baldon visits in January

The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Ann Arbor (Commu-
nity Engagement Fund) and the 

University of Michigan Frankel 
Center for Judaic Studies soon 
followed with grants in support 
of the January 24–25, 2026, mul-
tiple-event visit to Ann Arbor of 
JOC pioneer Shahanna McKin-
ney-Baldon.

The entire community is invit-
ed to come to McKinney-Baldon’s 
events.

Other upcoming 
events co-sponsored by 
The Network

The Network will co-sponsor 
the Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Ann Arbor’s Cha-
nukah-Sigd-Diwali celebration 
on December 4 and the several 
JOC-relevant events in JCC’s 
2025–2026 book series, begin-
ning November 20 with Clare 
Kinberg’s Local Author appear-
ance at JCC to discuss her new 
book, By the Waters of Paradise.

On December 8, The Network 
is co-sponsoring what promises 
to be a charming installment of 
JCC’s 2025–2026 book series 
when McKinney-Baldon’s broth-
er Jason Schachter McKinney, 
will read his book Jason Belongs 
— his story of navigating identity 
as an African-heritage Jew whose 
life takes him from a day school 
in Wisconsin to concert halls 
around the world. An accom-
plished vocal performer, McKin-
ney promises to complement the 
reading with a little of his musical 
artistry, as well.

On February 16, The Network 
and Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity’s Jewish Studies Program will 
co-sponsor the visit to EMU of 
Samira K. Mehta, director of Jew-
ish Studies at University of Colo-
rado-Boulder. n
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Jewish holidays with beeswax candles
By Michael S. Simon for Beth Israel Congregation

H ave you wondered how you can 
create a more environmentally 
friendly Jewish holiday experi-

ence? Already inclusive in many of our 
holiday traditions are fresh, home-grown, 
or locally produced vegetables and fruits. 

about the atmosphere, and the air 
around your tables, air which you 
breathe in during the meal, and the 
air you breathe when you sit in your 
synagogue?

It is critically important for us to 
know that the petroleum-based par-
affin candles that have been used by 
the Jewish community for genera-
tions also leave us with a legacy of tox-
ins, including soot and black smoke, 
products of burning fossil-based fuel. 
Toxins, especially those that can be 
respiratory irritants, also have the 
potential to impact the health of our-
selves, our families, and friends.

Beeswax candles are now avail-
able both for Shabbat and Holidays, 
including Chanukah candles, and are 
actually toxin-free. Shoresh is a com-
pany that supplies beeswax for Shab-
bat and Chanukah, as well as other 
honey products (Shoreshshuk.ca). 
Many other websites listed online us-
ing a search of “beeswax candles” have 
a variety of candle products available.

These candles reportedly burn 
brighter and longer than regular par-
affin candles. Made by homegrown 
honey, Shoresh candles are an excel-
lent way for us to light up our holi-
day and help the Jewish community 
become more sustainable for future 
generations. n

Also, consideration is now commonly 
focused on serving meals with ample 
vegetarian or vegan options, and at 
least considering treating meat or fish 
as a side dish.

We all know there should be no or 
little food waste, and what is left over 
can be used or composted later. What 

New Year’s resolution: save energy. 
save money
By Annie Wolock 

C aring for our planet starts at home. 
Local energy programs can help 
you live your Jewish values and 

make 2026 a little greener.
One of the most effective ways to help 

combat climate change is by making our 
homes more energy-efficient. This year, why 
not make that your New Year’s resolution?

A good first step is a home energy audit 
— and if you live in Ann Arbor or anywhere 
in Washtenaw County, there are several free 
or low-cost ways to get one:

Ann Arbor residents: The A2Zero pro-
gram offers free home energy audits. Visit 
a2zerohea.org to learn more.

Washtenaw County offers free energy 
audits to income-qualified individuals. See 
washtenaw.org/773/Home-Weatherization-
Program.

DTE customers: DTE Energy also offers 
rebates for home energy assessments (search 
for “DTE energy audits” for details).

Last year, I had an A2Zero audit done 
on my own home, and it was eye-opening. 
The report compared my home’s energy use 
to that of similar homes, identified areas for 
improvement, and estimated costs, savings, 
and my home’s carbon footprint, both be-
fore and after upgrades. It gave me a clear, 
personalized roadmap for saving energy and 
money.

The process of improving home ef-
ficiency and reducing emissions is called 
decarbonization. However, small, every-
day choices matter too: wash clothes in 
cold water, take shorter showers, plan 
meals to minimize food waste, compost 
your scraps, eat more plant-based meals, 
and repair or reuse items before buying 
new.

As we start a new year, let’s commit to 
caring for our planet, one home, one ac-
tion at a time. Tikkun olam, the concept of 
repairing the world, is a Jewish value that 
we can live out right here in Washtenaw 
County. And if you’re inspired to go a step 
further, consider becoming an A2Zero 
Ambassador, as I did, to help friends and 
neighbors take climate action together. 
Learn more at a2zero.org/ambassador. n

Taking care of the Earth 
By Rabbi Zoe McCoon

This October, our world lost Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow, an impactful leader, climate activ-
ist, and author. I first became familiar with 

his teachings nearly a decade ago while working at 
Hazon Detroit (now Adamah Detroit). During this 
fellowship, I got to explore Earth-based Judaism and 
how taking care of our Earth is a Jewish value. 

My favorite of Rabbi Waskow’s writings is “Sh’ma: 
An Interpretation for the 21st Century” (2003). Tra-
ditionally, we say the Shema and V’ahavta in our 
daily prayers — affirming the one-ness of God, and 
describing how we can show love of God in our ac-
tions. These words and their basic meaning feel very 
familiar for many Jews. Yet, some of us may have 
found ourselves wondering, “What do these words 
have to do with me?”

In this piece, Waskow answered this question 
by emphasizing that the Sh’ma does not just affirm 
one God. It is a statement that all that exists is one 
and intertwined. We are all nourished by this same 

“breath of life.”
Referring to Deuteronomy 11:13–15, he 

wrote that when we listen to these teach-
ings, “the rains will fall … the rivers will 
run, the heavens will smile, the good earth 
will fruitfully feed you.” Yet, he continued, 
“chop the world into parts … If you Do and 
you Make, and Produce without pausing; If 
you Do without Being — Then the rain will 
not fall — or will turn to sharp acid — The 
rivers won’t run — or flood homes and cit-
ies; … the oil that you burn will scorch your 
whole planet and from the good earth that 
the Breath of Life gives you, you will van-
ish;” (Deuteronomy 11:16–17 reference)

As I read this, I wonder to myself, how 
am I contributing to harm in our world? Is 
my usage of AI contributing to the need for 
more data centers which use up immense 
amounts of energy and water? Do I excuse 
using items that are convenient, even when 
they are wasteful? Do I focus on division 
when my neighbors and I both need con-
nection? 

It is easy to point fingers at the bigger 
contributors to waste and harm. Yet, we 
must hold ourselves accountable too. We 
must remind ourselves that we are connect-
ed to all on this earth and let this inform our 
actions. May we honor Rabbi Arthur Was-
kow’s memory by continuing this holy work. 

Rabbi McCoon grew up in Flint and at-
tended University of Michigan. She lives 
in Berkeley, California, and is Community 
Educator at Shalom Bayit: Ending Domestic 
Violence in Jewish Homes. n
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IFeature
48 hours in Damascus, Part 1 of 4
By David Horovitz, introduced by Rabbi Asher Lopatin

Like many of us, I had followed closely the news of 
the rapid fall of the brutal Assad regime in Syria 
in December 2024, defeating Assad’s troops and 
his allies Hezbollah and Iran. Nevertheless, I was 
surprised to receive a call in February of 2025 from 
a Muslim Syrian friend and partner in Muslim 
Jewish relations in Michigan urging me to join a 
small group of Jews returning to Syria. With the 
approval of my dear wife, I joined two Syrian rabbis 
(father and son), and coaxed a friend, also involved 
in interfaith relations, to come along. What followed 
was an incredible experience that led to my own 
organizing a trip to Syria in September through 
the Syrian Foreign Ministry, bringing ten Jewish 
leaders, some of them from Israel, to Syria on a 
Goodwill Mission. The article you will read was 
written by one of them, David Horovitz, Editor and 
Founder of the Times of Israel.

In a different world, it might be a three-hour drive 
from my home to the hotel where I’ll be sleeping to-
night. Jerusalem to Damascus is less than 140 miles 
as the crow flies. But it’s taken me three flights to 
get here — from Tel Aviv to Athens, then to Istan-
bul (there are no direct flights between Israel and 
Turkey anymore), and finally, now, from Istanbul 
to Damascus.

Day one: Arrival
As the plane nears Damascus International Air-

port — bombed three times by Israel in late 2023, 
amid cross-border skirmishes in the first weeks af-
ter the Hamas massacre — I try in vain to spy the 
runway in the flat, beige, sandy landscape.

There are just a handful of planes on the tarmac 
as we land — Air Dubai, Jazeera, another two from 
Turkish Airlines. I walk down the airstairs where 
two buses are waiting to take passengers to the ter-
minal, past a small fleet of black BMWs, and get 
on the bus, but one of the members of our group 
calls me back. The BMWs, it turns out, are for the 
nine of us.

elegantly suited colleague from the protocol de-
partment tell us that we are most welcome in Syria.

It is, as much of the coming 48 hours will prove 
to be, a deeply surreal experience to be an Israe-
li, accompanying a very obviously Jewish group, 
warmly greeted on arrival in the neighboring en-
emy state of Syria.

The only member of this group to be Israeli, liv-
ing in Israel, and a journalist, I am here because 
Asher Lopatin, a modern Orthodox rabbi from 
Michigan, has put together a group for “a good-
will trip from the Jewish community, mostly the 
American Jewish community, to help build rela-
tions between Syria and American Jews, and other 
Jews, and to influence both the United States and 
Israel to come to a closer relationship with the new 
Syrian government and to help the Syrian people.”

confidence that the Syrian leadership would agree to have the edi-
tor of The Times of Israel, as stated in the bio he submitted on my 
behalf, join the group, even entering on my British rather than my 
Israeli passport. But it turned out, as it often does with Lopatin, that 
his optimism was well-founded. Another member of our group had 
an Israeli visa in his U.S. passport; it spooked the Turkish Airlines 
official as we prepared to board for Damascus at Istanbul Airport, 
but the Syrian officials had no issues with it.

(I should stress that I am not the first Israeli journalist to enter 
Syria of late, and nor is this trip remotely an act of bravery. The 
immensely courageous war correspondent Ithai Enghel made his 
way to Syria as the Assad regime was collapsing, and found his way 
into military bases, a prison, and a hidden section of the Iranian 
Embassy, producing extraordinary footage for Channel 12’s Uvda 
investigative program. And Jonathan Spyer, Jerusalem-based Israe-
li-British journalist and analyst, has reported from Syria on two 
trips since the Assad regime fell.)

“How is it,” I ask Ghannam, in these first few minutes inside an 
enemy land I never expected to see, “that we are here” — an overtly 
Jewish group including Orthodox rabbis and scholars — “and that 
I am here.”

She makes it sound entirely matter of fact: Lopatin, who first 
visited Syria in early 2025, “submitted a request for a friendship 
visit. We looked at the goals. Syria is open to different religions and 
cultures. So we said yes.”

I hadn’t known what to expect at all from the trip, in terms of 
how nervous we’d feel, how wary to be. I’d switched out my iPhone 
screensaver pic that shows some of my children in IDF uniform. I’d 
taken shekel banknotes out of my wallet.

I’ve been in Jordan and Egypt, peace partners, and felt hostility 
in interactions with officialdom. (As I edit these very words, two 
Israelis have just been killed on the Jordan border.) Jordan routinely 
confiscates tefillin from Jews crossing in and out. We were entering 
an enemy state, and Lopatin had suggested we bring tefillin and 
siddurim, assuring us this would be fine. And here he is in the VIP 
arrival room, kippa on head, and so far it is.

With handshakes and smiles, we’re ushered 
into the convoy and whisked around to the back 
of the terminal. We are led into a wood-paneled 
VIP room, elegantly chandeliered, with a three-
red-starred flag of the Syrian Arab Republic in one 
corner and a “Welcome to Syria” banner alongside 
it. Two comfortable chairs face into the room, with 
other chairs all around — the kind of seating ar-
rangement where a leader hosts his honored guest, 
and their delegations pay rapt attention.

We are invited to sit and offered water and cof-
fee, as two gentlemen collect our passports and 
disappear to process our entry, and Rasha Ghan-
nam from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and her 

Our group of visitors to Damascus on arrival, Sep-
tember 15, 2025. From left: Jill Joshowitz, Marlene 
Schiffman, Lawrence Schiffman, Mendy Chitrik, 
Asher Lopatin, Carl Gershman, Steven Dishler, 
Adin Kleinfeldt, David Horovitz. (Asher Lopatin)

To Jobar, the war zone
We leave the airport in a convoy of turquoise blue SUVS, ar-

ranged by the redoubtable Jajati, with an escort of at least four 
security vehicles.

The signs on the initially empty two-lane road out of the air-
port, largely barren territory at either side, point to crazy destina-
tions for an Israeli: “Lebanon” (straight ahead); “Iraq” (turn right).

We pass what looks like a refugee camp as we near Damas-
cus, the traffic builds, and the sides of the road are populated with 
people selling mattresses, old furniture, plastic kitchen utensils, 
and large numbers of new children’s bikes.

Now we enter a war zone. This is Jobar, our first destination, a 
former rebel stronghold that our driver tells us was bombed and 
shelled by Assad for 11 years: Street after street after street is filled 
with the gray skeletons of buildings, broken teeth gaping up from 
endless mounds of rubble. “This is cleaned up,” the driver says as 
the convoy moves deeper into the remains, by which he means 
that enough roads have been cleared for cars to get through.

Our two days in Syria’s capital will be spent in a dizzying se-

Outside the site of the destroyed Eliyahu Hanavi Syna-
gogue in Jobar, Syria. (David Horovitz / Times of Israel)

Among the participants is Lawrence Schiff-
man, professor of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at 
New York University and director of the Global 
Institute for Advanced Research in Jewish Stud-
ies; Carl Gershman, the founding president of 
the National Endowment for Democracy and a 
former U.S. representative to the UN Security 
Council; and Mendy Chitrik, the Safed-born 
rabbi of Turkey’s Ashkenazi community and the 
chairman of the Alliance of Rabbis in Islamic 
States. The trip is being coordinated from Syria 
by a Syrian-born American named Joe Jajati, 
the grandson of a former leader of Syria’s Jewish 
community who has established the Syrian Mo-
saic Foundation, which aims “to unite Syrians 
and global supporters in celebrating our diversity 
and building a brighter future.”

And most importantly, the visit has been for-
mally approved by the Syrian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, now under the authority of Syria’s 
President Ahmed al-Sharaa, a veteran jihadist 
who until December 2024 had a $10 million U.S. 
bounty on his head for terrorism, and whose 
rebel forces ousted the regime of Bashar al-Assad 
on December 8, 2024.

I was delighted when Lopatin invited me to 
tag along, though I didn’t absolutely share his 

Rabbi Asher Lopatin holds what might be a 
shofar, or just a piece of wood, at the site of the 
destroyed Eliyahu Hanavi Synagogue in Jobar, 
Syria, September 15, 2025. (David Horovitz / 
Times of Israel)

Continues on pg 21
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Saturday, January 10, 2026
Morris Lawrence Building, 
Washtenaw Community College

In Ann Arbor

Scan for more information or visit
www.jfsannarbor.org/songs-for-support

Looking Forward to Seeing You in The New Year!

JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER ANN ARBOR’S
AUDACIOUS 2026

$2 MILLION GOAL
25%

increase
over last

year!

$1.7 million

THIS CHANUKAH, BE THE GUIDING LIGHT

Demonstrated needs of our communal organizations -
JFS, JCC, Hand in Hand Schools in Israel, and many more.
$100,000 more than we could fund last year!

Keep vibrant ShinShinim in Ann Arbor after a wildly
successful first year.

$25,000

$275,000 Offset a fraction of our community’s security expenses,
like guards at synagogues.
Security is an unfortunate necessity.

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN DO 25% MORE
for the Jewish community in greater Ann Arbor and around

the world. Whether it’s $18 or $1800, every gift matters.

TO THE 2026 ANNUAL
COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN

Visit JewishAnnArbor.org/Donate or scan the QR code.

GIVE NOW
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I  Community
Mitch Albom headlined Main Event
On November 10, more than 400 mem-
bers of the greater Ann Arbor Jewish 
community gathered at Washtenaw 
Community College for the Jewish 
Federation’s Main Event. This year’s 
event featured author and philanthro-
pist Mitch Albom, whose compelling 
talk focused on his newest novel, Twice, 
his philanthropic work, and living a life 
of meaning and connection. 

In addition to Albom’s presentation, 
Prue and Ami (z”l) Rosenthal were 
honored with the fourth annual Pillar 
Award for years of exemplary service to 
the community in the areas of Federa-
tion’s foundational pillars: Philanthro-
py, Engagement, and Convening.

A reception with food, drink, live 
music, a raffle, and book signing with 

Mitch Albom left attendees feeling 
a strong sense of connection and 
community.

The event raised over $160,000 
in support of the 2026 Annual 
Community Campaign. The Jew-
ish Federation has set an audacious 
$2 million goal for 2026, aiming 
to bringing in 25% more than last 
year to support a flourishing Jewish 
community locally, in Israel, and 
around the world. With the funds 
from the Main Event, the Campaign 
is about 45% of the way to meeting 
this goal.

To learn more about the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 
and the Annual Community Cam-
paign, visit JewishAnnArbor.org.

Attendees, including community members Rena and 
Jeff Basch, found many reasons to smile and connect 
during Mitch Albom’s keynote presentation.

Dina Shtull (L) presented the fourth an-
nual Pillar Award to Prue Rosenthal on 
behalf of the Federation.

Mitch Albom presenting at the Main Event.

Many local and state-level public officials joined the Main Event, pic-
tured here with Federation’s organizational and community relations 
leadership.

The volunteer Planning Committee for this year’s Main Event (L-
R): Diana Ingberg, David Lauer, Carrie Bank, Robyn Schmier, 
Heidi Kahana, and Federation Communications and Develop-
ment Director Rachel Wall.
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IKosher Cuisine 
Oil in every pan: Happy Chanukah!
By Lonnie Sussman

December can be a really crowded month 
of activities, shopping, and endless adver-
tisements for that other December holi-
day. It’s nice to see daylight early in the 
day and a little depressing to see darkness 
in late afternoon, but it’s also nice to have 
Chanukah in the middle of the month 
and enjoy a traditional latke party with 
relatives and friends. For Chanukah, I 
prepare latkes and typically serve a dairy 
meal. Decades ago, the meal included 
tuna noodle casserole and salad, because 
I didn’t know a lot of dairy recipes that 
would easily feed a large group. Potato 
latkes are commonly eaten, but there 
are other Jewish traditions, like the Sep-
hardi one, so I’ve included two Sephardi 
recipes as well as the Ashkenazi tradition, 
along with some interesting toppings and 
other side or main dishes.

A hack for deep frying 
A couple of months ago this showed 

up as an ad when I opened my computer. 
The site is called The Takeout and is by 
Laura Christine Allan. This seems a bit 
weird but I’m willing to try it. Add a 
whole carrot, unpeeled, to the oil in the 
frying pan. According to anons on the 
internet, the carrot acts like a magnet for 
small bits that might burn as you fry, and 
it keeps the oil a consistent temperature. 
You can reuse the oil but compost the 
carrot when you are done frying. Let me 
know if you try it.

Basic Latke Recipe
Yields 20–30 latkes. You do the math if you 
need less or more quantities. I’m not sure 
where this recipe came from but it’s a stan-
dard way to make the latkes. Don’t forget 
you can use sweet potatoes instead or swap 
out the onions for leeks, or add other veg-
etables like spinach, or change the spices to 
your liking. 

5 large potatoes (best are Russets)
2 onions, coarsely chopped
3 large eggs, lightly beaten
2–4 tbs all-purpose flour or matzoh 

meal
1–2 tsp salt
½ tsp pepper
Canola oil for frying

Peel and cube the potatoes and place in a 
bowl of cold water until ready to prepare 
the latkes. Drain them and add the pota-
toes and the coarsely chopped onions in a 
food processor. Pulse until smooth and then 

drain the mixture immediately and put into 
a large bowl. You could, of course, do this 
the old-fashioned way with a potato grater 
and grate the potatoes and onions by hand 
so your eyes can tear up. Stir in the eggs and 
add the flour or matzoh meal. Add slowly 
until the mixture holds together. Stir in the 
salt and pepper. You could also add in some 
chopped green onions for color and a bit 
more zing. Use a deep skillet or pot and add 
1 to 2 inches of oil for deep frying. You can 
roast the latkes in a high temperature oven, 
but you miss some of the flavor of deep fry-
ing, and it’s not like we eat like this every 
day. Drop several heaping tablespoons of 
potato mixture into the hot oil and flatten 
slightly. Fry for several minutes on each side 
until they are golden brown. Remove and 
drain on paper towels. Typically, people eat 
the latkes with sour cream or applesauce or 
even ketchup (think French fries), but try 
the green shakshuka recipe below.

Creamy Green Shakshuka 
with Crispy Latkes 
Sababa by Adeena Sussman
Serves 4–6

⅓ cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 large onion, finely diced
3 large garlic cloves, thinly sliced
1 pound (about 16 cups) roughly 

chopped stemmed mixed green leaves 
such as kale, spinach, or Swiss chard. 
You will need to start with 1½ pounds 
of mixed greens.

¼ cup vegetable broth
1 cup mixed fresh herbs like parsley, 

basil, and/or cilantro, finely chopped
1 tsp chopped fresh thyme, za’atar, or 

oregano
1 tbs finely chopped jalapenos (op-

tional)
1 tsp kosher salt and ¼ tsp freshly 

ground black pepper
⅛ tsp (a pinch) of nutmeg, but you can 

always add more if you like
½ cup half-and half (or even ¾ cup if 

you want the greens to be creamier)
8 large eggs

Start with adding the olive oil to a large skil-
let over medium heat. Add the onions and 
stir for about 9 or 10 minutes or until the 
onions turn slightly golden. Add the garlic 
and cook for another minute. Then, raise 
the heat to medium-high and start adding 
the greens into the skillet in batches, stir-
ring as they wilt and release most of their 
liquid. The greens should be wilted but not 
over cooked. Add the vegetable broth and 
cook until mostly absorbed. Add in the 
mixed herbs, and spices. Reduce the heat 
and add in the half-and-half and simmer 
until the mixture thickens slightly. You can 
turn off the heat and cover the skillet while 
you make the latkes. When you are almost 
ready to eat, raise the heat again to medi-
um and use a spoon to hollow out 8 small 
wells for the eggs, then crack them into the 
wells. Cook for about 3 minutes and start the 
broiler. Transfer the skillet to the oven and 
broil for another 2–3 minutes. You want the 
whites to be opaque, while the yolks are still 
runny. Serve them over the latkes. 

Lox Sauce for the Latkes 
This is a Cookbook by Max and Eli Suss-
man
For 4–6 people
Just mix 1 cup sour cream and 3 oz lox, 
diced, together.

Chanukah Fritters/Frit-
telle di Chanuka 
Classic Italian Jewish Cooking by Edda 
Servi Machlin
Makes about 3 dozen fritters 
This is an ancient Italian Chanukah fritter. 

3 cups unbleached flour
2 envelopes of dry yeast
1 tsp salt
2 tsp anise seeds
1 cup dark seedless raisins
1 cup warm water
2 tbs olive oil for the dough, but more 

for frying
1½ cups honey

Combine the flour with the yeast, salt, 
anise seeds, and raisins in a mixing bowl. 
Gradually add the warm water and 2 tbs 
olive oil, mixing until the dough is formed. 
Turn the dough out onto a floured surface 
and knead for about 5 minutes or until the 
dough is smooth and elastic. Shape into a 
ball, place on a floured cutting board, and 
cover with a clean kitchen towel. Let rise 
in a warm place for 1 hour or until the 
dough doubles in size. When it has risen, 
use your palms to flatten the dough down 
to about ½ inch thickness. With a sharp, 
oiled blade of a long knife, cut the dough 
into 36 diamond shapes. Let rest, uncov-
ered, for another 15 to 20 minutes. Heat 
enough oil in a saucepan to stand 1½ inch-
es deep. When the oil seems hot enough, 
drop a small piece of the dough into it. If 
it comes sizzling to the surface right away, 
the oil is hot enough to fry te dough. Fry 
a few diamonds at a time, until they are 
golden on both sides, turning each once. 
Transfer to paper towels to drain. While 
the diamonds are draining, heat the hon-
ey in a saucepan and let it boil for just 3 
minutes. Arrange the frittelle on a serving 
plate and pour the hot honey over them. 
Serve immediately. 

Bimuelos de Kalavasa 
From on www.myjewishlearning.com
Yields 20 3-inch patties. 

This is another Sephardi recipe for Chanu-
kah if you are tired of potatoes. 

1½ cup all-purpose flour (or you can 
use gluten-free flour)

2 tsp cinnamon
½ tsp coriander
¼ tsp allspice
Pinch of salt
3 eggs, beaten
¼ cup maple syrup
1 15-oz can pumpkin (about 1¾ cup)
Neutral vegetable oil for frying

Serve with honey, date syrup (called Silan), 
maple syrup and/or powdered sugar, and 
chopped walnuts or pecans. 

Whisk together the flour, spices, and salt 
in a bowl. In a separate bowl whisk the 
eggs, maple syrup, and pumpkin until well 
blended and smooth. Add the dry ingre-
dients to the wet and whisk again to blend 
everything to smooth. Add about ¼ inch of 
oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add 
a very full tablespoon or less to make mini 
appetizer-sized patties to the hot oil. 
With the back of a spoon, slightly flatten 
and spread each patty into a circle. Cook 
for about 3 minutes per side and the patty 
is golden brown. It will be crispy on the out-
side and soft on the inside. The patties can 
be refrigerated or frozen by putting them in 
an airtight container with layers separated 
by parchment paper. To reheat, defrost 
slightly, just enough to separate the patties 
and place directly on a parchment-lined 
baking sheet and heat in a 350-degree oven 
for 8–10 minutes. 

Potlagela
A Romanian recipe, also found on The Nosher 
on www.myjewishlearning.com
Serves 4–6. It ended up being for 2 because 
my friend and I finished it. I love eggplant but 
I know it’s not for everyone. This works as side 
or as a dip with pita or challah. 

1 large eggplant
Olive oil
1–2 medium scallions or 1 shallot or a 

small onion, chopped
1 tomato, chopped (optional)
½ cup chopped roasted bell pepper 
2 tbs lemon juice
Salt and pepper to taste 
2–3 tbs chopped parsley to garnish

I really love roasted eggplant recipes, and this 
one is terrific. 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Wash the surface 
of the eggplant, wipe it dry, and then coat the 
surface with a thin layer of olive oil. Prick the 
skin with a fork in a few places. Roast on a 
baking sheet lined with parchment paper or 
aluminum foil. Turn the eggplant once or 
twice during the cooking. Remove from the 
oven and let cool until you can safely discard 
the skin and stem. Place flesh in a bowl and 
mash with a fork. Add the scallion, garlic, 
optional tomato and/or pepper, and olive oil. 
Mix the ingredients and add the lemon juice 
and mix again. Season with salt and pepper 
to taste
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Bobottie, A South African 
Casserole 

Vegan Africa by Marie Kacouchia
Serves 4
What am I doing with this recipe with 
a lot of ingredients? I’m interested 
in recipes beyond what are found in 
kosher cookbooks, but that can be ko-
sher, are not based on meat, and seem 
possible for vegans. I already have all 
the ingredients for this and I’m leav-
ing off the cloves, so this will work for 
a Shabbat dinner, or replace the tuna 
noodle casserole. 

Vegetable oil
1½ cups green lentils, cooked in 

4 cups of water (bring to a boil 
and then reduce the heat to very 
low simmer and cook until ten-
der, about 18–20 minutes. Drain, 
cool and mash to a slightly 
rough texture. 

2 onions, minced
3 carrots, chopped

1 cup walnuts, chopped
2 apples, grated
1 cup raisins
3 tbs apricot jam
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 tbs soy sauce
2 tsp ground cinnamon
2 tsp ground cumin
1½ tsp black pepper
½ tsp cloves (I don’t like them)
½ tsp paprika
½ tsp ground turmeric
Zest and juice of 1 lemon
Salt
2 slices whole wheat bread
¾ cup plant milk

Sauce:
¾ cup chickpea flour 
1 tsp baking powder
½ tsp ground turmeric
¼ tsp salt
1 cup plant milk
2 bay leaves

Miss Kim’s little sister
By Candace Bulkley and Trina Fuller

Candace and Trina became friends in 
the Temple Beth Emeth adult b-mitzvah 
class that graduated in 2022. They will 
be honing their palates, visiting, and 
writing about a variety of independent, 
locally owned Washtenaw County 
restaurants, catering to a variety of 
dietary preferences.

The space is bright, with a wall of win-
dows facing the courtyard with sparse but 
tasteful decor. 

The menu, focused on Korean and 
Southeast Asian inspired flavors, is not 
large. Based on the conversation we had 
with the very nice person who helped us 
through the selection and ordering pro-
cess, it is an evolving work in progress 
where there is something for everyone.

With three diners, we made our selec-
tions from each section of the menu. Our 
meal began with corn tea — a bottled 
drink available at the register. Reminis-
cent of the sweet corny aroma of Cap’n 
Crunch cereal, it was mildly flavored, 
unsweetened, and a nice refresher as we 
waited for the rest of our meal.

After ordering at the counter, our wait 
wasn’t long, and the plates started arriv-
ing in quick succession. We received the 
Bombay Bhel — which was described as 
“Indian Chex Mix.” This sweet and savory 
appetizer was a mixture of tomato, onion, 
potato, and daikon tossed with crunchy 
fried chickpeas and the traditional Indian 
chutneys — date-tamarind and cilantro. 
With the description, we were expecting 
something crispy to eat with our hands 
like the classic chex party mix but this was 
served in a bowl with a spoon and meant 
to be shared and eaten with utensils. This 
was absolutely delicious and a new experi-
ence for all of us, with each tasty bite offer-
ing a new flavor and texture combination. 
The Crunchy Sesame Salad was quite 
good too. Described as celery, fennel, 
red cabbage, sesame, and golden raisins 
tossed in a creamy, spicy tahini dressing, it 
didn’t have as much (or any) fennel as far 
as we could detect, but was light, crispy, 
and refreshing, and the sweetness of the 
golden raisins paired well with the mildly 
spiced dressing. 

French fries were offered with a choice 
of a whopping 11 different dipping sauces. 
We chose the “trio” option, selecting the 
wildly popular gochujang made from fer-

mented chili peppers, a vegan chickpea 
mayo, and creamy spicy tahini. The big 
basket of shoestring cut fries arrived and 
looked beautiful. However, it was disap-
pointing when we discovered they were 
delivered lukewarm. Yes, we asked for a 
replacement which arrived piping hot. We 
happily munched away, dipping into our 
trio of sauces and enjoying the deviation 
from Heinz ketchup.   

We ordered three items from the 
Sandwiches & Rice section of the menu 
— the Paneer and Tomato Sandwich, 
Mushroom Toast, and the Fried Tofu 
Rice Bowl with Egg. The Paneer and To-
mato Sandwich was truly disappointing, 
despite the flavorful sounding descrip-
tion of paneer cheese, curry mayo, cilan-
tro chutney, farm tomatoes, cabbage and 
pickled onion. Being in the Zingerman’s 
family, it was served on Bakehouse farm 
bread. Because of the robust grain flavor 
and drier nature of this loaf, the sandwich 
fillings suffered from that choice. The fla-
vors were not complementary, the tomato 
was anemic, and the final blow was that 
the cabbage and pickled onion were not 
added as far as we could detect, leaving 
us with one sad sandwich. On the side 
was a garlicky Zingerman’s old dill pickle 
which added zero value to the final prod-
uct. They need to go back to the draw-
ing board and rethink this item. Equally 
disappointing was the Mushroom Toast. 
Served on the same rustic farm bread, it 
was dry, the mushrooms lacked any dis-
cernible flavor or moisture, the “savory 
mayo” was undetectable and the normally 
flavorful powerhouse items, pickled red 
onion and scallions, could not rescue this 
dish. Great idea, poor execution.

There was a light at the end of the tun-
nel and it was the Fried Tofu Rice Bowl. 
We chose to have ours topped with a fried 
egg. Silky fried tofu and a perfectly cooked 
runny egg topped with a generous portion 
of broccolini, radish, pickled daikon, red 
cabbage, fried chick peas, and creamy ta-

hini sauce. All of this was served atop a bowl 
of purple-hued jasmine rice. It was lovely. The 
combination was fantastic, and we collectively 
decided that this was the dish we would be or-
dering next time. We also want to try the make-
your-own bowl option, which would let us pick 
our favorite ingredients from our first visit. 

The restaurant is off to a great start. Chef Ji 
Hye Kim was circulating amongst the tables, 
and stopped by to inquire about our meal. It 
is always a good sign when the chef-owner is 
present. We filled out comment cards regard-
ing the highlights and lows of our visit that you 
have read here and the staff seemed really inter-
ested in our experience. It was our feeling that 
our comments will be taken seriously and they 
are genuinely seeking feedback as the menu is 
under construction. Little Kim is open Tues-
day through Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
making it a great spot for lunch after a visit to 
the nearby farmer’s market.
Little Kim 403 N. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor

littlekimannarbor.com 734-239-7979. n

Preheat oven to 350 degrees and 
grease a baking dish with oil. Heat a 
thin layer of oil in a pan over medium 
heat. Add the onions and cook until 
translucent, 5 minutes. Mix the car-
rots and walnuts in a medium bowl, 
then add them to the pan along with 
the lentils. Stir to combine and cook 
until the mixture is softened, about 
5 more minutes. Add the apples, 
raisins, jam, garlic, soy sauce, all the 
spices, and then add the lemon zest, 
lemon juice, and salt to taste. Reduce 
the heat to low and cook the lentil 
mixture until the liquid is absorbed. 
Make the sauce by mixing the flour, 
baking powder, turmeric, and salt 
in a small bowl, then slowly stir in 
the milk. Pour it over the lentil mix-
ture, add the bay leaves, and bake in 
the oven for 20 to 30 minutes, until 
golden brown. . n

Tucked into a quiet courtyard at 
the Kerrytown Shops, you will 
find one of Ann Arbor’s newest 

lunch destinations. Across the way from 
its “big sister,” long established Korean 
cuisine favorite Miss Kim, Little Kim is 
vegetarian and vegan friendly and the 
most recent member to join the Zinger-
man’s Community of Businesses.  

Our trio of hungry diners stopped 
by on a football Saturday and found the 
restaurant was busy but there was still a 
spot for us at one of the long communal 
tables indoors. There is additional seat-
ing outside in the courtyard in front of 
the restaurant, and in the canopy cov-
ered (and heated) outdoor area over-
looking the Kerrytown parking lot. In 
the format of many new restaurants, 
orders are taken at the counter and 
then meals are delivered by a server. 

IRestaurant review

Kosher  Cuisine Continues from pg 16I
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December Calendar

is and Sara Young. See page 3. 6 p.m.

Friday 12 
Candle Lighting 4:45 p.m.

Saturday 13 Vayeishev
Havdallah 5:50 p.m. 

Sunday 14 First Candle of Hanukah

Monday 15 Hanukah

Tuesday 16 Hanukah

Wednesday 17 Hanukah
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yiddish Conver-
sation & Reading Group, see above): 
Zoom. 2 p.m. 

Thursday 18 Hanukah
JCC: Book Series – The Most Human by 
Adam Nimoy. See page 11. 6:30 p.m.

Friday 19 Hanukah
Candle Lighting 4:47p.m. 

Saturday 20 Rosh Chodesh Tevet, Mikeitz 
Hanukah
Havdallah 5:52 p.m. 

Sunday 21 Last Candle of Hanukah

Monday 22

Tuesday 23

Wednesday 24
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yiddish Conver-
sation & Reading Group, see above): 
Zoom. 2 p.m. 

Thursday 25

Friday 26 
Candlelight 4:51 p.m.

Saturday 27 Vayagash
Havdallah 5:56 p.m. 

Sunday 28

Monday 29
Tuesday 30

Wednesday 31
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yiddish Conver-
sation & Reading Group, see above): 
Zoom. 2 p.m.  n

Always check websites or call for updates before planning to attend anything listed here. 

Jewish Cultural Society

Monday 1 

JCC Book Series. Corey Rosen, author of A 
Story for Everything: Mastering Diverse 
Storytelling for Any Occasion. Jeff Pickell 
moderates. See page 11. 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday 2
Picturing Jews: An Interactive Photobook 
Workshop. Led by Nadya Bair, Frankel In-
stitute Fellow, and Deborah Dash Moore, 
Interim Director of the Frankel Center. 5 
p.m.

EMU CJS: Dan Fellner “From Curry to Kre-
plach.” 7 p.m.

Wednesday 3 
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yiddish Conversation 
& Reading Group): Zoom. About 45 min-
utes each of conversation and reading. Free 
and open to all those interested in Yiddish 
language, literature, and culture, no matter 
what level of proficiency. For more informa-
tion email Elliot H. Gertel at egertel@umich.
edu at least one day before scheduled meet-
ing day every Wednesday (except major 
Jewish holidays). 2 p.m. 

Klezmatics at The Ark. 8 p.m.

Thursday 4 
JCC: One Light for Tzedakah. See article on 
page 1. 5:30

Friday 5 
Candle Lighting 4:45 p.m.

Saturday 6 Vayishlach
Havdallah 5:49 p.m.

Sunday 7 
Jewish Storytime at the AADL. Pittsfield 
Branch. Register on JLive. 10:30 a.m.

Monday 8
JCC: Jason Belongs – Book and Musical Event 
with ECC, The Network, and HDS. See article 
page 11. 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday 9

Wednesday 10 
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yiddish Conversation 
& Reading Group, see above): Zoom. 2 p.m. 

Carrying a Big Schick, Dr. Miriam Mora at 
Zingerman’s Roadhouse. $45. 6 p.m.

Thursday 11
JCC: Amster Gallery Exhibition with Jen Lew-

First Friday, December 5, 6:30 p.m. at the JCC

The cost of dinner for non-members 
is $10/person or $25/family. Ad-
vanced registration on our website is 
available to help with planning: www.
jewishculturalsociety.org 6:30 pm at 
the Jewish Community Center, 2935 
Birch Hollow Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 
48108.    n

All are invited to join the JCS on 
December 5 at 6:30 to welcome 
Shabbat. Dinner from a local res-
taurant follows a short observance 
that includes secular readings, 
songs, candle lighting, wine, and 
challah. Children are welcome. 
Dinner is free for  JCS  members. 

Pardes Hannah December events

December 6
Shabbat Morning Services. Pardes 
Hannah. In person and online. 10 
a.m.

December 14
Study Session & Chanukah Cele-

bration. Pardes Hannah. In person and 
online. 3 p.m.

December 21
Rosh Chodesh Circle. Pardes Hannah. 
Online only. 7 p.m.  n
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TBE events in December
Events and services are both in person and/or virtual. Please see www.templebethemeth.
org for full details, location information, and links. 

Tot Shabbat Service & Dinner 
Fridays at 5:45 p.m.
Join the Clergy to celebrate Shabbat with 
fun activities, stories, songs, and age-ap-
propriate learning for children ages 0–5. 
Registration requested.

Elementary Shabbat Service & Dinner (ev-
ery second Friday of the month) 
Fridays at 5:45 p.m.
A short service, song session, and com-
munity building! Most appropriate for 
children ages 5–10 and their parents, 
grandparents, and other adults. Everyone 
is welcome! Registration requested.

Wine & Cheese Shabbat Reception 
Fridays at 6 p.m. (except for the second 
Friday of each month)

Shabbat Service
Fridays at 6:30 p.m. (every second Friday 
of the month is at 7:30 p.m.)

Saturday Shabbat service 
Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Shabbat morning Torah study
Saturdays at 8:50 a.m. 
Join us for this weekly discussion of the 
Torah portion.

Weekday morning blessings 
Weekdays at 9:15 a.m. 
Join TBE lay leaders each weekday morn-
ing for a short service of song, poetry, and 
meditation.

Twenty-five-minute mindfulness with Jew-
ish spiritual director Linda Greene 
Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Zoom room opens at 8:15 a.m. for option-
al check-in. Blessing and intention setting 
8:30–8:35 a.m. Meditate 8:35–9 a.m. Start 
your day centered and connected.

Queer Torah Study
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
Join us on Zoom for a discussion of queer 
themes in the weekly Torah portion! Led 
by Ari Marcotte, Zelda Marcotte & Ari 
Smith. Guest leaders welcome! Contact 
Zelda (zeldamaybiz@gmail.com) for more 
information.

Back Door Food Pantry
Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m.

Meditation with Claire Weiner
Thursdays at 5 p.m.
Join Claire Weiner for a 40-minute medi-
tation session.

Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Whinston 
Fridays at 12 p.m.

Weekly Mahj
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.

WTBE Gift Shop Open
Friday at 5:30 p.m. (Every second Friday 
of the month is at 7:30 p.m.)
Washtenaw County’s only Judaica Shop!
WTBE Hanukkah Bazaar
Friday, December 5, at 11 a.m.
Sunday, December 7, at 3 p.m.

Judith: A Hanukkah Heroine
Mondays, December 1, 8, 15, at 12 p.m. or 
7:30 p.m.

Jewish Book Club
Thursdays, December 4, 11, 18, at 11 a.m. 

TBE’s Got Talent
Saturday, December 6, at 5 p.m.

Plymouth Hanukkah Event
Monday, December 8, at 5 p.m.

WTBE Novel Reading Group
Wednesday, December 10, at 1 p.m.

Brotherhood Guys Night Out
Thursday, December 11, at 6 p.m.

Renaissance Group Hanukkah Party
Sunday, December 14, at 4 p.m.

TBE Hanukkah Party
Sunday, December 14, at 5 p.m.

Adult Hebrew Class
Sunday, December 14, at 4:30 p.m.

Bereavement Group
Tuesday, December 16, at 4 p.m. 

Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle
Wednesday, December 17, at 5:30 p.m.

Brotherhood Latke Dinner
Friday, December 19 at 5, p.m.    n

Nourishing our neighbors: Why JFS’ 
Nourish Pantry needs us now more 
than ever
By Melissa Goodson, Jewish Family Services CDO

In Jewish tradition, we are com-
manded to care for one another, 
feed the hungry, welcome the 

stranger, and uphold the dignity of ev-
ery person. Here in Washtenaw Coun-
ty, Jewish Family Services (JFS) is doing 
exactly that through its Nourish Pantry. 
But as demand rises and costs climb, 
the pantry is relying more than ever on 
the strength of our community to keep 
its shelves and its mission full.

A growing need close to 
home 

Food insecurity is not just a national 
issue; it is a local reality. Thousands of 
individuals and families in our county 
are struggling to access reliable, nutri-
tious food. Many are older adults on 
fixed incomes, families facing sud-
den hardship, or newcomers to our 
community building new lives from 
scratch. For them, the Nourish Pantry 
is not simply a place to pick up grocer-
ies; it is a lifeline.

Each year, the pantry supports more 
than 18,000 visits, offering everything 
from fresh produce and pantry staples 
to culturally appropriate foods such 
as kosher and halal options. It also 
provides medically necessary foods, 
including liquid nutrition for those 
with chronic illnesses. Despite gener-
ous partners like Food Gatherers that 
provide roughly 80% of the food, JFS 
must still purchase approximately 20% 
of what is distributed. These purchases 
include toiletries, diapers, cleaning 
supplies, proteins, and other essentials.

A costly operation with 
growing pressure

Running the Nourish Pantry re-
quires an annual budget of roughly 
$350,000. This amount represents a 
deficit that must be filled each year to 
keep the pantry operational. While 
this figure may feel large, the impact is 
profound. The pantry’s coolers, freez-
ers, transportation, staff, and volunteer 
infrastructure form the backbone of a 
service that does far more than distrib-
ute food.

For many clients, the pantry is the 
gateway to JFS wraparound services. 
After coming in for food assistance, 
individuals are often connected to 
housing support, case management, 
mental health counseling, transporta-

tion through JFSGo, employment ser-
vices, or aging support through WISE. 
As one JFS client recently shared, “I 
came for groceries, but what I found 
was a community that cared about ev-
ery part of my life.”

Food as dignity and 
connection

JFS approaches food access through 
a dignity-first lens. Clients can order 
online, select foods that meet their 
specific needs, and receive deliveries if 
they are homebound. Older adults en-
rolled in WISE receive meals tailored 
to their health needs, and Meals on 
Wheels clients rely on JFS for weekly 
deliveries.

The Nourish Pantry also supports 
refugees and immigrants resettled 
by JFS, many of whom have dietary 
traditions and restrictions that make 
culturally appropriate food essential, 
not optional. One new arrival shared, 
“Having familiar foods helped us feel 
at home during the most difficult time 
of our lives.”

Where the community 
comes in

As inflation drives up the cost of 
food and essential household goods, 
and as federal and state benefits are un-
steady, more people are shifting toward 
community-based resources, continu-
ally raising the pressure on Nourish. 
JFS is committed to ensuring that no 
one in need is turned away, but that 
commitment is only possible with the 
partnership of donors, volunteers, and 
advocates.

Supporting the Nourish Pantry is 
more than a charitable act; it is an ex-
pression of Jewish values. It affirms that 
in our community, no one struggles 
alone. It is tzedakah in its truest form, 
repairing the world by caring for those 
right here at home.

Whether through a financial contri-
bution, a donation of goods, or volun-
teering time, every act of support helps 
JFS continue offering nourishment, 
dignity, and hope.

Now more than ever, the pantry and 
the people it serves need us.

Visit www.jfsannarbor.org for more 
information.   n
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48 hours continued from pg 13

quence of visits to Jewish sites and meetings 
with government officials. This stop is from 
the first category. We have come here because 
Jews lived in this neighborhood for hundreds 
of years, until 1995, and there is a synagogue 
Lopatin wants to visit.

When we arrive, there is nothing or almost 
nothing that hints of this. When he was here 
a few months ago, Lopatin said there was a 
last arch of the shul still standing. That too has 
gone. Would-be thieves have dug tunnels down 
through the rubble in the likely vain hope of 
finding valuable artifacts. Lopatin does come 
across what looks very like a shofar, but might 
just be a decaying, curling tube of wood.

“This was the Eliyahu Hanavi Synagogue,” 
Jajati tells me, the oldest to have still been in 
use in Syria. It was built above a cave believed to 
have been used by the prophet Elijah in hiding, 
but there is no trace of that cave now, either. The 
synagogue had a plaque dating it back to 720 
BCE, but is believed to be medieval in origin, 
and survived through to 2014, when it was hit 
by mortar shells, further destroyed by fire, and 
looted. Now, there is nothing.

We make our way out of the area, but, re-
markably, this will not be our only encounter 
with the ghost of the Eliyahu Hanavi Syna-
gogue. The next one will be slightly more posi-
tive.  

Financial Benefits 

Year Electricity Rate (DTE) Genesis Solar Rate Notes 
2020 $0.125/kWh $0.115/kWh Under investor ownership 
2025 $0.165/kWh $0/kWh Genesis now owns the entire system 

 
 

Genesis of Ann Arbor expands its solar commitment
By Murray Rosenthal

G enesis of Ann Arbor, 
a long-standing equal 
partnership between 

Temple Beth Emeth and St. 
Clare’s Episcopal Church, has tak-
en another bold step toward sus-
tainability by expanding its solar 
energy system.

Genesis’s original installation 
consisted of 160 panels which 
were mounted on the south-
facing roof of the office building 
and the flat social hall roof. It was 
activated in February 2020. This 
installation was owned by an in-
vestor group, made up of altru-
istic congregants, who received a 
30% tax credit. Non-profits could 
not access the credit before 2024.

In June 2025, a new addition, 
consisting of 76 panels, was in-
stalled on the north-facing roof 
of the office building. The total 
system now consists of 236 panels 

I  Community

and is rated at 104.7 kW power.
As of the end of September 

2025, the environmental impact 
was significant. The total energy 
generated was 428 MWh over 
5.5 years. Over this time period, 
this installation avoided 662,000 
pounds of CO₂ emissions, which 
was equivalent to planting 5,003 
trees. The panels are estimated to 
cover 41% of Genesis’s electricity 
needs.

This table shows the financial 
benefits of our solar installations:

The $0.115/kWh solar rate, 
paid to the investor group, re-
mained constant from 2020 until 
March 2025 (when it was sold to 
Genesis); during this time, DTE’s 
rate increased 32%. And during 
the summer months this year, 
Genesis saved ~$6,200.

Genesis purchased the origi-
nal system from the investor 

The new installation, Photo credit: David Lewis

group in March 2025, thanks to a gen-
erous anonymous donation, a grant 
from the Rust Family Foundation and 
a generous discount from the investor 
group.

The cost of the 76 new panels was 
funded as a capital expenditure by 
both congregations. The tax credits 
are now accessible to non-profits. 
Genesis is applying for a 30% Direct 
Pay credit under the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, with free accounting sup-
port from Michigan’s Infrastructure 
Office.

Genesis’s solar journey is a mod-
el for how houses of worship and 
nonprofits can overcome financial 
barriers to clean energy. By leverag-
ing community investment, federal 
incentives, and strategic planning, 
they’ve achieved both environmental 
stewardship and budgetary resilience. 

If you’re inspired and want to ex-
plore solar for your own organization, 
reach out to Murray Rosenthal at sci-
bridge0@gmail.com.

The cemetery
Our next stop is at Damascus’s Jewish cemetery 
— graves going back hundreds of years, and 
some just added.
Syria’s Jewish community dates back to the time 
of King David but is now on the very brink 
of extinction — from perhaps 100,000 people 
a century ago, to 15,000 by the late 1940s, to 
almost none since the 1990s. There seem to be 
six Jews still living in Syria — four men and two 
women — two of whom we meet in the next few 
days. Several others had died in recent years; 
Chitrik points out some of their graves. He led 
a funeral ceremony over Zoom for one of them 
from his home in Turkey during the COVID era. 
Pride of place at the cemetery is taken by the 
tomb of Rabbi Hayyim Vital, leading disciple 
of the father of contemporary Kabbalah, 
Isaac Luria, who was buried here in 1620. On 
his previous visit, Lopatin came across the 
gravestone of Vital’s wife Jamila, and he’s got 
the idea that we can maybe carry it the several 
hundred yards from its current resting place 
and into the tomb of her husband. As Lopatin 
disappears into the distance to re-find Jamila’s 
headstone, a local woman, a member of the 
family that lives inside the cemetery walls next to 
the building of the hevra kadisha (Jewish burial 
society), appears and offers us much-needed 
water.. n
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I  Community
New tax law brings giving opportunities 
for 2025
By Osnat Gafni-Pappas, Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Ann Arbor

The so-called “One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act” (OBBBA) passed by Congress 
earlier this year introduces several 

important tax changes that may affect how 
one plans their charitable giving. Some of 
these updates make 2025 an especially good 
year to be generous, before new limits take 
effect in 2026. 

Here are some key takeaways on what is 
changing and ways to maximize charitable 
giving. This information was prepared by 
Jewish Federations of North America.

Changes going into 2026
Tax rates made permanent: OBBBA per-

manently extends several key provisions, 
including the individual income tax brack-
ets (10% to 37%), the increased standard 
deduction, and the elimination of personal 
and dependent exemptions. 

Of note, some people aged 65 and older 
may be eligible for a new deduction of up to 
$6,000 for tax years 2025 through 2028.

State and Local Tax (SALT) deduction 
increased: The SALT deduction cap tem-
porarily increases to $40,000 for married 
couples filing jointly who have a modified 
adjusted gross income below $500,000, ef-
fective for 2025. 

This increase could enable some to claim 
itemized deductions, including the chari-
table contribution deduction, on their 2025 
tax return.

Charitable Deductions subject to floor 
and ceiling: Starting in 2026, only the por-
tion of charitable gifts above 0.5% of one’s 
adjusted gross income will be deductible for 
those who itemize. In addition, the value of 
all itemized deductions, including charitable 
contributions, will be capped at a tax savings 
of 35% for those in the higher 37% bracket. 

For those contemplating a large gift to 
charity in 2026 or later, it may be beneficial 
to accelerate the gift before the end of 2025 
to avoid the application of the new floor or 
ceiling. Accelerating contributions to Donor 
Advised Funds (DAFs), including bunching 
several years’ worth of contributions before 
December 31, 2025, will avoid or minimize 
the impact of the new charitable deduction 
cutbacks.

Non-itemizers will be entitled to a chari-
table deduction for cash gifts: Starting in 
2026, those claiming the standard deduction 
still will be entitled to a charitable contribu-
tion of up to $2,000 (married filing jointly) 
for cash contributions to public charities, 
but not DAFs.  

Ways to maximize charitable 
giving

Donations to charity can reduce current 
income taxes and avoid capital gains taxes. 
Gifting appreciated assets held for more 
than one year — rather than cash — both 
lowers one’s overall income tax bill and is 
not subject to capital gains. Gifts of retire-
ment assets can provide a current tax benefit 
as well as remove the gifted assets from one’s 
estate.  

Charitable gifts of appreciated assets re-
main a best practice, especially for those who 
have experienced significant growth in their 
investment portfolio. Such gifts can provide 
a deduction for the full current value of the 
asset, as well as avoiding the capital gains tax 

that would apply if the assets were sold and 
then the after-tax proceeds were gifted.

Donate to a Donor Advised Fund (DAF). 

For those considering a significant dona-
tion to charity over time or who want the 
ability to plan their charitable grants over a 
period of years, opening a DAF or adding 
funds to an existing DAF can be a strategic 
option. Funding a DAF with appreciated as-
sets can be especially beneficial.

The Greater Ann Arbor Jewish Com-
munity Foundation’s DAF program is an 
accessible option for those looking to give 
charitably over time. A DAF can be estab-
lished with just $5,000, and those funds can 
be disbursed over any period of time, in 
increments of $100 or more — a lower and 
more accessible threshold than many similar 
programs.

“Bunching” charitable gifts to maximize 
tax benefits: 

While not everyone has sufficient deduc-
tions to itemize and claim the benefit for 
charitable contributions in 2025 ($31,500 
for married couples), there is an option to 
utilize a “bunching” strategy, which com-
bines two or more years of giving before 
year-end, making itemizing advantageous. 
This strategy can be even more beneficial 
this year with the new floors and ceiling on 
charitable deductions taking effect in 2026. 

Utilize qualified charitable distributions 
(QCDs) from Individual Retirement Ac-
counts (IRAs): 

For those over age 70.5, IRA rollovers, 
or QCDs, are an attractive option that per-
mit transferring directly to charity up to 
$108,000 from each individual retirement 
account, free of any income tax, in 2025.

QCDs are an effective charitable giving 
strategy especially for those who do not 
itemize their deductions. In addition, such 
rollovers help satisfy pension law require-
ment minimum distributions (RMDs) for 
those who have reached the age when such 
distributions must be taken into income 
(generally age 73). Note that QCDs  also 
remove these retirement assets from any 
potential estate tax exposure. Additionally, 
Congress recently expanded the IRA roll-
over to allow for a one-time distribution of 
up to $53,000 to fund a charity gift annuity 
that can pay the holder a fixed amount of 
money each year for life.

Gifting assets to younger generation or 
others: 

The annual gift tax exclusion for 2025 is 
$19,000 per recipient. Gifting assets is an ef-
fective way to both reduce current taxable 
income as well as remove the assets from 
one’s estate. 

For more information about charitable 
giving options, visit JewishAnnArbor.org/
ways-to-give/foundation. For those inter-
ested in talking through their philanthropic 
goals with someone, reach out to Jewish 
Federation CEO Eileen Freed (eileenfreed@
jewishannarbor.org). n

Lucinda Kurz 
 
New Moon Poem: Thirty-Six 
 
Thirty-six hours of primordial light, 
 
Adam and Eve gazed at creation, 
 
limitless light across roiling oceans 
 
grassy plains, jagged peaks, 
 
the whole expanse, revealed, 
 
flashes of fresh green leaves 
 
red poppies in dancing fields 
 
yellow, orange parrot plumes.  
 
 
Through the ages, 
 
wise sages murmur, 
 
thirty-six righteous ones  
 
in each generation 
 
sustain the world 
 
see again this endless light 
 
through a clear, radiant lens. 
 
 
On this new moon of Kislev,  
 
may the boundless inner light  
 
of thirty-six tzaddikim 
 
merge with doers and dreamers,   
 
guide us as we kindle  
 
thirty-six Chanukah candles to    
 
dispel the descending darkness. 
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in FulL flavor wIth 

enjoy a 

Festive dinners, latkes, sides and sweets.
Let us make it easy to gather your 
family and friends to celebrate.  

We have service staff available 
to make your holiday even easier!

734.663.3400 or
zcob.me/hanukkah

HANUKKAH

12.14.25
5 : 0 0  -  6 : 3 0  P M
S O C I A L  H A L L

PARTY

TBE’S

JOIN US FOR DREIDEL GAMES, SUFGANYIOT
DECORATING, PIN THE SHAMASH ON THE

HANUKKIAH, TREATS FOR KIDS AND ADULTS,
AND HANUKKAH SINGING! 

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO REGISTER
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If we cannot get the Holy Land, we can make an-
other land holy. 

(Israel Zangwill, 1906)

So begins Melting Point, Rachel Cockerell’s account of the search for 
a Jewish homeland. The story is a family saga; her great-grandfather, 
David Jochelman, was instrumental in bringing 10,000 Russian Jews to 
Galveston, Texas, pre-WWI, when Palestine was unattainable. The fam-
ily tale also illuminates an era of Jewish history, a story likely to surprise 
readers as much as it did Cockerell herself. Today, when asked “Are you 
a Zionist?” many of us are uncertain of the term’s meaning, let alone its 
origins and evolution. Melting Point is therefore a timely book. Knowing 
the past allows us to better assess the State of Israel and worldwide Jewry 
now and in the future.

The Galveston Plan was one site in the search for a refuge where Jews could escape 
Russian and Eastern European pogroms and poverty. Improbably, other proposed 
destinations included East Africa, West Africa, Madagascar, Cyprus, Mesopotamia, 
Australia, Canada, Argentina, Mexico, and Antarctica. The initiative grew out of the 
early Zionist movement, founded by Theodor Herzl, a charismatic Viennese journal-
ist, abetted by Israel Zangwill, an early follower. Largely unknown today, Zangwill, a 
novelist, was then the English-speaking world’s most famous Jew.

[Herzl is] tall, handsome, black-bearded, clear-eyed, 
erect in bearing, suave in manner, like kings ought to 

look.

(Cyrus Sulzberger, American philanthropist]

[Zangwill is] the very archetype of his race, spare 
of form and bent of shoulder, whose face suggests one of 

those sculptured gargoyles in a mediaeval cathedral. 

(The New York Herald)

Zangwill also played a significant role in Cockerell’s family, unbeknownst to 
younger generations. Says the author, “At some point the story of the Galveston Plan, 
and my great-grandfather’s role in it, was lost. Perhaps David Jochelman told his 
daughters about his work in Russia, or perhaps, as a new arrival in England in the 
1910s and ’20s, his pre-war existence belonged to a lost world.”

Cockerell, who set out to write about her grandmother and great aunt, sought a 
way to insert historical notes into the family tale. Emulating George Saunders, au-
thor of Lincoln in the Bardo, “I gradually began to delete more and more of my own 
‘voice-over’ ... to tell the story through the eyes of those who were there, and create 
something more like a novel than a history.” As such, Melting Point consists entirely 
of memories — diaries, letters, news clippings, essays — assembled without commen-
tary. The unusual format works — disparate sources “dialogue” with one another — 
although there are too many. Cockerell or an editor could have “killed her darlings.” 
That said, don’t skip sections. Skim instead, then read the full entries that speak to 
you.

The book is divided into three parts. Part One: Vienna, Basel, Galveston; Part Two: 
New York; and Part Three: London. My review highlights Part One and the end of Part 
Three. The rest of the book, while of interest to the family, dilutes the universal impact 
and would be better served in a separate volume. The book’s final pages address post-
WWII Zionism, where the reactions of David Jochelman’s descendants are illustra-
tive. Oddly, Jochelman himself is mostly absent from the book. Still, his exploits and 
the resumption of the urge to return to Zion are worth reading.

For some time past, I have been occupied with 
a work of infinite grandeur. It has the appearance of a 

dream. And if my conception is not translated into real-
ity, at least out of my activity can come a novel. Title: The 

Promised Land. 

(Theodor Herzl)

The Galveston Plan, in their words
Melting Point: Family, Memory, and the Search for a Promised Land, by Rachel Cockerell, reviewed by Ann S. Epstein 

Dr. Herzl takes a dark view: Anti-Semitism changes its dress but 
not its essence. There is no possible escape, unless Jews re-

move themselves. 

(Jewish Chronicle)

Herzl’s dream receives a strong response, “not from the comfortable bourgeois Jews 
of the West but from the masses of the East, the Galicians, Polish, and Russians of the 
ghetto” (Stefan Zweig, Austrian author). In July 1897, the first Universal Congress of 
Zionists takes place in Basel.

No hero ever received a greater ovation than did Dr. 
Herzl. 

(American Hebrew)

Israel Zangwill, who had been sitting silently at the 
reporters’ table, sprang up, his face aflame with enthusiasm, 

cheering, waving his kerchief with energy. 

(Pall Mall Gazette)

The movement gains steam after a brutal Easter attack 
on the Jews of Kishinev, Russia, in 1903. Herzl, acknowledg-

ing Palestine isn’t open, proposes “planting Jews on a soil 
of their own” elsewhere. But when he advises them to ac-
cept Chamberlain’s offer of Uganda, Zionists revolt. When 
the map of Palestine was covered by a map of Uganda, the 

delegates felt as though they were watching a total eclipse of 
the sun. 

(Delegate Shmarya Levin)

Herzl resumes his focus on Palestine until, plagued by a weak heart, he dies at age 
44. Zangwill takes over as leader, but as the Holy Land remains distant, he too pushes 
for alternatives. At the seventh Congress, the movement splits and Zangwill and his fol-
lowers form a new movement, ITO, which stands for Jewish Territorial Organization. 
The idea originates with David Jochelman.

Throughout his career, Dr. Jochelman was a stormy 
petrel, demanding and organizing a bolder Jewish stand 
than that of the more cautious leaders of Anglo-Jewry. 

(Jewish Chronicle)

The restriction as to Palestine is formally abolished. 
The whole world is within the purview of the new organiza-

tion. The movement is ‘Zionism without Zion.’ 

(Jewish Chronicle)

Cockerell captures the hype as each new territory is offered and ensuing dejection 
as each proves inhospitable and uninhabitable. The litany could be a comedy sketch, 
were it not a heartbreaking reminder of the low regard in which Jews are held by the 
international community. continues to pg 25
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IObituaries

The promised land of the Jew is America.

(Jacob Schiff, German-American Banker)

When noted political and religious figures seek to redirect the flow of 
immigrants from New York’s Lower East Side to other sites in the U.S., 
Schiff convinces Zangwill to choose a Gulf port. In 1906, Zangwill pro-
claims Dr. Jochelman the Russian Director of the newly created Emigra-
tion Regulation Department. Jochelman arranges to transport 10,000 Jews 
to Galveston; upon arrival, they are dispersed throughout the Southwest 
and Midwest. Alas, the project grinds to a halt when German submarines 
make the 6,000-mile journey even more treacherous. With the wisdom of 
hindsight, we can see the model’s deeper problems, and the “point” of the 
book’s title:

No people in history has ever been able to 
live unmelted in the bosom of a bigger people, 
except when safeguarded by a separate religion. 

And the religion of American Jewry is not 
strong and separate enough to save the Ameri-
can Jews from absorption. The salvation of the 
Jews cannot be achieved without a territory for 

the Jews. 

(Zangwill)

The project’s end also redirects Dr. Jochelman. After a brief visit to 
Galveston, accompanied by the son from his first marriage, he returns to 
London. In Part Two, his son settles in New York, achieving modest suc-
cess as a playwright under the name Emjo Basshe. Part Three, in London, 
covers the lead-up to WWII and its aftermath, a history so thoroughly 
reported elsewhere that I recommend skimming, save for when the post-
war desire for a sovereign homeland is renewed.

Is it fair to expect them to rebuild their 
shattered lives among the tombstones of their 
fellows? (Baron Thomas Horder, British physi-

cian and member of Parliament)

The principal difficulty is that Palestine is 
already the homeland of another people. 

(Neville Barbour, BBC journalist)

The book meanders until we finally meet Jochelman’s daughters from 
his second marriage: Fanny, Cockerell’s grandmother, and Sonia, her great 
aunt. The sisters and their families, assimilated Londoners, share a big 
house. The arrangement holds until Israel is created in 1948. Sonia emi-
grates to the Jewish homeland; Fanny stays behind. Neither side gets over 
the loss, a poignant ending that foretells the divisions in generations to 
come, including ours. An Afterword, in Cockerell’s own voice, adds that 
Sonia’s husband grows disillusioned with Israel and only one of her four 
children settles there. Israel is the “fork in the road” that drives them apart.

Melting Point is one family’s intercontinental and centuries-spanning 
story. It is also a Jewish diaspora tale of hope and futility, historical real-
ity and present-day reckoning. Cockerell offers no voice-over narration 
to interpret or answer the questions the book raises. Records from those 
decades, and those we compose today, will have to speak for themselves.

Ann S. Epstein is the author of eight novels, several of which portray Jew-
ish families during WWI and WWII. Her latest book is Who Cares? Her 
website is https://www.asewovenwords. n

The WJN prints obituaries, memories, and eulogies free of charge for family members of 
Washtenaw Jewish community members as a service to the community and to honor the lives 
of those who have passed away. When local congregations send condolence notices to the 
WJN, the editor searches for obituaries online. Also, community members are invited to send 
obituaries to the editor. 

Albert Nadler (November 5, 1925–October 
8, 2025) passed away peacefully in his home 
at the age of 99 after a life that was both long 
and well lived.

Albert was born in the city of Oradea, 
Romania, where he lived a happy life with 
his parents and younger sisters. He was dot-
ed on by his aunts.

During the Holocaust, Albert managed 
to avoid death when Romania began to 
deport Jews to death camps due to having 
technical skills acquired from attending a 
technical high school, and was instead put 
to work as a slave laborer. His entire family 

Corinne K. Baker, of Livingston, New Jersey, 
passed away on November 5, 2025. Loving 
wife of 64 years to Charles L. Baker. Unpar-
alleled mother of Scott Baker (Sylvia Veitia), 
Jill Gelbert (David), and Sherri Feinberg 
(Frank). Cherished grandmother of Na-
than, Harry, Madeleine, Samantha, Hailey, 
Mallory, Ariel, and Zachary. Corinne is 
predeceased by her beloved parents, Rose 
(Leibowitz) and Joseph Krim, and her dear 
sisters, Eleanor Barchanowitz and Lorian 
Finkelstein.

Corinne’s life was deeply rooted in 
family extending to aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephew, cousins, and close friends. She will 
be remembered for her warmth, kindness, 
strength, laughter, and devotion, and she 
will be greatly missed by all.

Contributions in her memory can be 
made to The American Heart Association, 
The American Cancer Society, or a charity 
of donor’s choice.

perished in the death camps.
He worked in various Nazi munitions 

factories in Germany and other parts of 
Nazi-occupied Europe, at one point work-
ing in a factory that produced V2 rockets 
under the direction of Wernher von Braun, 
the famous rocket scientist who went on to 
lead NASA’s rocket program.

He seems to have been born under a 
lucky star, with many scrapes and close 
calls that he somehow survived. These in-
cluded being shot while trying to escape 
from a moving train, and surviving the 
obliteration of the German munitions fac-
tories under Allied bombing. But it was his 
unfailing sweet personality and good spir-
its in the face of adversity that was his most 
winning character. Even the Nazis could be 
won over by him. On one occasion, his coat 
was stolen and when he went to get a new 
one from the commissary, the guard made 
a point of giving him the warmest coat. 
His fellow prisoners also took care of him, 
making sure that he ate enough to survive.

After the war, he emigrated to the U.S., 
where he married Marta, a fellow Hungar-
ian-speaking survivor from Slovakia, even-
tually settling in Forest Hills. While his 
dream after surviving the Holocaust had 
been to become a doctor, due to the non-
recognition of his European medical stud-
ies by New York State, he opted instead to 
become a physical therapist, and obtained 
degrees from NYU. He supported his fam-
ily while in school in part by going door to 
door selling neckties and brushes and also 
as a carpet salesman.

Ultimately, Albert became a well-
known and successful physical therapist, 
with a thriving practice on Fifth Avenue. 
His patients included many famous televi-
sion and movie personalities, dancers, ath-
letes, diplomats, and more.

Albert and Marta created a warm and 
loving environment for their two children, 
Edmond (Edi) and Peter. He was a devoted 
family man.

He is survived by Edi and his wife, Ei-
leen, and their children Rachel (Reuven) 
Katz and Adina, and Peter and his wife, 
Robyn, and their children Ilana and Jo-
seph. Additionally, he was blessed with two 
great grandchildren. n

Simchas and Sorrows
The Washtenaw Jewish community sends condolences to the 
families of: 
Corinne Baker, mother of Scott Baker.
Albert Nadler, father of Ed Nadler.

The Washtenaw Jewish community sends mazel tovs to:
Galit Dunietz and Inbal Shani on their bnot mitzvah, December 6.
Talia Primus on her bat mitzvah, December 13.
James and Jamie Abelson on the birth of their grandson, Heny Reuben Farrales, son of Rabbi 

Leora Abelson and Rayray Farrales.

Melting Point contiues from pg 24
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joined the Covenant board in 1994 and 
served as its executive director from 
2005 to 2021. Harlene brought her 
professional expertise to HDS, help-
ing shape curriculum and establishing 
professional development programs 
for teachers. Her philosophy and ap-
proach to Jewish Life & Learning, one 
of our school’s core values, remains 
woven into Hebrew Day School’s DNA.

“We were paying tuition, and I 
don’t know when we started giving do-
nations in addition,” Appelman recalls, 
“but somewhere along the line we 
did — because when our kids gradu-
ated, we were still supporting the day 
school.”

This month, Hebrew Day School 
launched its annual campaign: “Create 
Strong Beginnings — Today!”, inspired 
by distinguished alumnus Robert 
Axelrod’s speech at our 50th anniver-
sary celebration.

The message of lasting impact on 

the lives of over 900 graduates is well established in 
Appelman’s experience: “The parents who were day 
school students grew up and raised their kids to be 

Jewish. Not very religious Jewish, 
but very committed Jewish. They 
made sure that their children, my 
grandchildren, have had their bat 
and bar mitzvahs.” Henry shares, 
and describes the essence, the whole 
purpose of our mission: graduates 
who are committed and carrying 
on, dor l’dor, Jewish life and values.

Appelman, the son of two Jewish 
professionals, did years of commu-
nal work in the Jewish commu-
nity. He was heavily involved in the 
United Jewish Appeal, in Beth Israel 
Congregation, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Ann Arbor and, and 
of course, the Hebrew Day School. 
“It’s in my blood,” Henry effectively 
sums it up.

When asked about being hon-
ored as a “founder,” Appelman 
characteristically deflects: “You can 
honor all the parents who sent their 
kids over the years. You can honor 

all the teachers who devoted themselves 
— they weren’t getting paid much — and 
they gave it all to the children.”

This interview with Dr. Appelman 
is the first in a series of interviews we’re 
conducting with our founding genera-
tion, whose vision and sustained com-
mitment built the school we know today. 
We will honor the dedication of our 
founders, community members, and 
faculty with a Legacy L’Chaim event this 
spring.

An enrollment crisis for one four-
and-a-half-year-old became five Appel-
man children who have all graduated 
from Hebrew Day School and are now 
raising the next generation. Now that ... 
must be a world record!

To support Hebrew Day School’s an-
nual campaign “Create Strong Begin-
nings — Today!” or learn more about the 
Legacy L’Chaim event, visit hdsaa.org or 
contact tjacobson@hdsaa.org. n

I 
HDS continues from pg 1

 
Og the Giant 
in Poland
Jack Zaientz

Og the Giant was sitting on a 
riverbank with his massive hands 

shoved into his armpits to keep warm. He 
was used to warmer weather and cheerier 
places than the banks of the Vistula River 
in December. Og was sitting on a large, 
moss covered, rockpile, and was so tall that 
his head peaked over the trees enabling 
him to see all the way to Krackow. He was 
on his way there to get a new winter coat. 
His current one had worn thin, with more 
holes than pockets, and had a family of 

woodpeckers living under the collar. 

Now, Egypt was warm! And Cannan! And 
his beloved Bashan! On cold miserable days 
like this Og thought back fondly to his days 
as King of Bashan. This was before Moses 
and the Israelites had come through and 
he’d warred with them. Yes, he’s promised 
Noah, all those years before, to serve Noah’s 
children but Moses and his tribe were 
marching straight through Og kingdom and 
something needed to be done! What was 
done was not the victory that Og had hoped 
for. When he picked up a rocky hill to drop 
on Moses, Moses somehow called ants to 
chew and breakup the stones before Og 
could throw them. They dropped, thumping 
Og’s head, and the battle was over. Og didn’t 
like that part of the story, but it happened 
sure enough and now Og was cast out and 
wandering. That was a long time ago and he 
was now freezing in Poland.

When Og reached the town he’s spied, 
he found it wasn’t Krackow at all but the 
Jewish shtetl of Kazimierz Dolny. But a 
town’s a town and there must be a tailor 
who could make a sturdy coat quickly. Og 
tromped down the main street, looking 
in the high windows at the startled Jews. 
Finally, he reached a shop with a tailor’s 

sign and he leaned down and knocked 
on the door, gently so as not to break 
it down. Out scurried a tall bony man 
with scissors in his hands and pins 
stuck in his hat.

“A coat? In one day? Sir, I’d be honored. 

But it will take a week!” the tailor 
squeaked once Og explained the nature 
of the visit. Og was cold, though, and 
not in any mood for delay. “You’ll have 
it done by this time tomorrow or I’ll 
knock this town to bits,” he growled. The 

frightened tailor agreed, as Og clomped 
back towards the Vistula.

As soon as Og was out of sight, the tailor 
spread the word. He called for all the 
tailors in all the nearby towns to come 
help and they came! They arrived quickly 
with wagons of wool fabric, miles of 
thread, and even wooden barrel covers for 
buttons. They worked all night cutting, 
stitching, and sewing only resting to 
say their evening shema. They were just 
clipping the last threads when they heard 
the giant stomping down the street. While 
the original tailor bravely walked up the 
street to meet Og, the rest of the tailors 
were so scared they hid in the coat pockets. 
Og dropped his payment, some fine tall 
tree’s he’d knocked over and carried into 
town, put on the coat, and jammed his 
hands into the pockets nearly squishing the 
hiding tailors. 

“Ahh” he sighed, warm at last.

Pleased with himself and the town he stood 
straight, hands in his pockets, and started 
walking to Krackow. The hidden tailors 
stayed quiet and still in Og’s pockets for 
hours until Og finally stopped to sleep and 
they were able to slip out and run home. 
The last they saw of Og was him snoring 
so strongly that the ravens had to flee the 
branches overhead and even the moles 
underground had to dig deeper for quiet. 

Some say that Og is still wandering, but he 
hasn’t been seen in Poland since. 

For information on and to order Jack 
Zaientz’s “Jewish Monster and Magic 
Trading Cards” see https://ko-fi.com/
adnesadeh/shop. Jack will be teaching a 
four-class series on Jewish Monsters and 
Magic at Temple Beth Emeth starting in 
January. Registration information will be 
posted athttps://www.templebethemeth.
org/upcoming-events. n
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“Time flies.”

Need trust planning?

Hand crafted, wheel thrown, 

Sgraffito and Mishima

Functional Pottery

Visit Zemyck Etsy Shop

https://www.etsy.com/shop/zemyck

Hand crafted, wheel thrown, 

Sgraffito and Mishima

Functional Pottery

Visit Zemyck Etsy Shop
https://www.etsy.com/shop/zemyck

Zemyck PotteryZemyck Pottery

SAVE THE DATE
Life & Legacy Community Celebration

Sunday, July 12, 2026 afternoon
Encore Theater in Dexter

Discounted tickets on sale soon for all participants 
of the Greater Ann Arbor Life & Legacy Program!

DO YOU WANT TO JOIN, BUT ARE NOT A LEGACY DONOR YET?
Contact Osnat Gafni-Pappas at 

osnat@jewishannarbor.org to learn more!
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PAYING HISTORICAL HIGH PRICES ON US GOLD COINS 
Check with us to see what your coins are really worth: www.chelseararecoins.com 
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