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On Sunday, November 20, 100 local 
community members gathered 
at the Jewish Community Center 

for a conversation about antisemitism. The 
goals of the effort were to expand individual 
and communal understanding of current 
antisemitism in its various forms; generate 
ideas about specific actions and/or projects 
that might be implemented to address 
antisemitism and hate; and to develop a 
cadre of people passionate about the issue 
who will champion and help implement next 
steps.

The program was conceived and imple-
mented by a committee representing a wide 
array of Jewish communal organizations and 
congregations in Washtenaw County. It was 
facilitated by former Director of the Connect-
icut Region of the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL), Steve Ginsburg, and was structured to 
provide context about antisemitism, opportu-
nities for participants to share their personal 

experiences, and a brainstorming session to 
identify potential actions. 

Speakers providing context for the 

day included Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell, who spoke passionately of her deep 
concern about the rise and normalization 
of hate rhetoric and extremist violence 
in the political sphere. In addition 
to Congresswoman Dingell, Carolyn 
Normandin, Executive Director of ADL 
Michigan, shared statistics about the rise of 
antisemitic activity in the state of Michigan. 
Even accounting for the weekly reporting of 
the continued harassment outside Beth Israel 
Congregation, incidents in Michigan almost 
doubled from 2020 to 2021, continuing a 
disturbing trend in Michigan and nationally 
over the past few years. 

Finally, Professor Jeffrey Veidlinger 
offered a unique way to classify and 
respond to antisemitic behavior: Ignorance, 
Provocation, and Threat.

Professor Veidlinger suggested that 
much of the antisemitism people experience 
is the result of ignorance. Insensitivity 

around scheduling against Jewish holidays 
and inadvertent use of pejorative terms 
and antisemitic tropes often arise out 
of ignorance. Addressing this lack of 
understanding involves an increase in 
education and relationship-building.

Intentional antisemitic verbal assaults, on 
the other hand, such as the recent statements 
and behavior exhibited by Kanye West, are 
designed to provoke. The increase in these 
kinds of affronts is of great concern and 
requires both direct repudiation as well as 
education.

When it comes to actions considered 
physical threats, greater normalization and 
escalation of hatred of Jews tend to be pre-
cursors to these even more serious incidents. 
In response, individuals and Jewish commu-
nal institutions have had to be increasingly 
vigilant and invest additional resources to-
ward community safety and security.
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Antisemitism: Ignorance, provocation, and threat 
By Eileen Freed, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

JFS reflections on 2022
JFS Staff

ESL students with teacher Jessica Vinter, 4th from left

A s 2022 draws to a close, Jewish Fam-
ily Services of Washtenaw County 
reflects on successes and challenges 

from this past year.
The year started with the agency still 

operating under COVID restrictions. Af-
ghan humanitarian parolees were arriving 
in Washtenaw County at an unprecedented 
pace, and the agency scrambled to provide 
them with culturally appropriate food, trans-
portation, other resources. To meet these 
needs the staff expanded quickly, including 
those fluent in Dari and Pashto.

Meanwhile, requests for JFS’ Nutrition 
Services skyrocketed. Many seniors, fearful 
of becoming sick, without their usual safety 
net of family and home care agencies, relied 
on JFS volunteers to deliver packages of food 
to their homes weekly. JFS volunteers deliv-
ered Meals on Wheels to the homebound 
and offered them a friendly encounter dur-
ing an exceptionally isolating time. 

Seniors and individuals with mental 
health needs were the hardest hit by CO-

VID restrictions. Many lost loved ones, 
jobs, sources of income, and opportunities 
to connect with the wider world. Delicate 
situations were exacerbated and JFS saw 
upticks in requests for phone check-ins, 
mental health counseling, and emotional 
support. The WISE Aging team has helped 
more clients navigate near catastrophic 
situations than ever before. WISE at the J 
resumed in-person senior café lunches and 
programming, offering people the opportu-
nity to join with one another to enjoy a great 
meal and even better company three times 
a week. The camaraderie of these in-person 
interactions feels more precious than ever 
after the last few years.

For much of 2022, JFS staff worked from 
home or spent limited time in the office. As 
the year progressed, staff were encouraged 
to come back into the building and have ad-
opted a hybrid schedule. English as a Sec-
ond Language classes returned to in person 
sessions — to the delight of many students 
— and some classes are still offered online 
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Jewish Culture and Arts Fair at the AADL
By Esther Terry 

OOn Sunday, May 31, 
local Jewish cre-
atives — artists, zine 

creators, poets, bakers, jewelers, 
and crafters — filled the lobby 
of the downtown Ann Arbor 
District Library (AADL) with 
an array of sights, sounds, and 
flavors. The first-ever Jewish 
Culture and Arts Fair, held to 
celebrate Jewish American Her-
itage Month, drew 200–250 vis-
itors to celebrate the depth and 
diversity of Jewish American 
identity in Ann Arbor, Ypsilan-
ti, and the greater Washtenaw 
area. 

A small team of volunteers, 
including Deborah Greene, 
Laura Pasek, Rebecca Wollen-
berg, and me, organized the fair. 
It was co-sponsored by The Net-
work | Jewish People of Color 
in Greater Ann Arbor and the 
Jewish Community Relations 
Council. The event showcased 
the remarkable range of Jewish 
artistic expression in our local 
community — and the remark-
able range of people who carry it forward. The programming 

staff of the AADL were instru-

Haddox offered their distinctive takes 
on Jewish identities and rituals. Esther 
Terry’s baked goods — cookies, babka, 
and sweet breads from her cottage bak-
ery Sweet Molasses Time — disappeared 
quickly. Younger community mem-
bers also showcased their art. Visitors 
enjoyed the vivid anime work of Rose 
Barinbaum, the humorous drawings of 
Yahra Goldstein, and whimsical hand-
crafted earrings from Sara Wollenberg. 

The fair embodied the vision ani-
mating Jewish American Heritage 
Month: that Jewish identity is ancient 
and contemporary, broadly American, 
beautifully diverse, and very much alive 
in Washtenaw County. Rachel Jacobson 
commented, “What a beautiful way to 
bring people together and discover all 
of the talent and beauty in our commu-
nity. I hope we can make this an annual 
event.”

If anyone would like to know how to 
reach the artist, crafters, and creators, 
please email Esther Terry at ebjacinto@
gmail.com. n

Paul Ranalli at the Amster Gallery
By Drew Coel, Marketing and Program Associate, Ann Arbor JCC

SSummer is here, and the Amster 
Gallery at the Ann Arbor JCC 
welcomes a special exhibit by art-

lection of work. His artistic process involves 
using pen and ink to create an image, and 
then digitally uploading the final image. One 
More Minute’s website features a shopping 
section where his fine art printmaking is 
available for purchase. Paul’s beautiful, intri-
cate work varies in subject matter, from Ann 
Arbor hotspots, to nature scenes, to quirky 

images. In addition to prints, Paul can do 
custom, hand-drawn home illustrations with 
provided imagery. “Each piece is crafted with 
passion and a close eye for detail, aiming to 
capture the unique essence and personality 
of your home,” the website states. 

“As an artist and an illustrator, I believe 
that having one more minute is freedom, 
the freedom to choose what you want to do,” 
Paul says. “And since progress can be subjec-
tive, having one more minute is the freedom 
to find your lane and pause — to ponder the 
past and plan for the future. Taking a beat 
to learn, to grow, and to love. I work to pro-
vide this freedom for clients, myself, and the 
world.”

Paul’s pieces are available for viewing and 
for sale until mid-August. n

ist and illustrator Paul Ranalli, with the re-
ception taking place on Thursday, July 16 
from 6–7:30 p.m. Enjoy light refreshments 
while exploring Paul’s work. 

Paul Ranalli is the Creative Director 
and Founder of One More Minute, LLC, a 
visual brand development firm in Ann Ar-
bor, specializing in creative and branding 
services for small businesses and entrepre-
neurs. The firm focuses on helping clients 
build strong, purposeful brands through 
visual identity and marketing solutions. 
One More Minute provides a range of 
contract-based and strategic branding 
projects, including logo development, sig-
nage design, and more. 

Paul’s exhibit in the Amster Gallery, 
however, will feature his own personal col-

mental in ensuring the success 
of the fair through their assis-

tance with logistics and planning.
Visitors browsed watercolors, 

pastels, and woodcuts by artists in-
cluding Joan Jones, Andy Schiff, 
Dennis Gordon, Abby Korotney, 
and Marie Singer, alongside Nancy 
Margolis’s evocative photographs of 
synagogues and Bob Savit’s elegant 
wood-turned crafts. Jewelers and 
crafters Rivka Siden, Eva Kubacki, 
Alana Knoppow, Rachel Newman, 
and Danny Baskin filled tables with 
handmade copper and sterling silver 
jewelry, clay figurines, mezuzot, and 
woven goods. 

Eva Kubacki shared, “As an artist 
who incorporates Jewish culture into 
so much of my work, it was so special 
to have this fair as a place to really 
celebrate the Jewishness of the work. 
I always love including education in 
my art, so it was really lovely to have 
an audience that was familiar with 
and/or very excited to engage with 
what I had to show. I hope that the 
Jewish Culture and Arts Fair will be-
come a regular staple event!”

Authors Isaac Pickell, Claire 
Weiner, and Beth Kirschner brought 
the written word to life, while zine 
creators Esther Witte and Drewe 
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From the E ditor

THE PURPLE ROSE THEATRE 
             presents...

Wedding(Wedding(ss))
Emma's

A WORLD PREMIERE
     BY CAREY CRIM

JUN 25 - AUG 30

Emma is getting married. Again. 
For the fourth time, actually. 
But she’s determined that this 
one will be the one. Gathering 
her less-than-enthusiastic best 
friends, they revisit each of 
Emma’s previous weddings, 
leading to a hilarious romp 
through the decades, complete 
with ’80s hair, dial-up internet, 
Boone’s Farm wine and the 
enduring power of friendship.
*Contains adult language and subject matter.

734-433-7673
PurpleRoseTheatre.org

Co-Host of 2024's 
Jewish Federation's 
Main Event

Co-Host of 2024's Jewish 
Federation's Main Event

Co-Host of 2024's Jewish 
Federation's Main Event

2411 Oak Valley Dr
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

(734) 827-2273
Staff@VanBeckDentistry.com

In the hands 
of a classically 
trained pianist!

VANBECK 
DENTISTRY

Trained

Proudly serving our Jewish 
community

Family and Cosmetic 

Dentistry

Active 
member 
of Temple 
Beth Israel

Threading the 
Needle
Jewish organizations in Washtenaw 
County do not plan many events in July. 
School is out, it’s hot, and we all need 
a rest. Maybe take the time to read this 
newspaper. 

This year, July aligns with the Three 
Weeks (see page 10) that lead up to Ti-
sha b’Av, the Jewish day for collective 
mourning. It’s a contemplative time.

The June 7 community conversa-
tion on “Congregational Experiences 
with Zionism and Anti-Zionism” (see 
page 7) somehow led me to contem-
plate the expression “threading the 
needle.” I remember many years ago a 
rabbi told me with relief and pride that 
their High Holiday sermon on Israel 
successfully “thread the needle.” At the 
time, I was taken aback: threading the 
needle did not have a positive connota-
tion. I thought of it as the political skill 
of pleasing everyone while offending no 

one. But this month as I wrote about the 
event on June 7, I realized that threading 
the needle can also be finding that small 
area of communal agreement within deep 
and complicated disagreement. Leadership 
sometimes requires threading the needle 
for the purpose of keeping the congrega-
tion/community together, and other times 
willingness to speak from one’s own heart 
even if you don’t know who will agree with 
you. 

Here I am, threading the needle.
This month the WJN has two different 

takes on the Torah portion for the week of 
July 11 (see pages 19 and 20). Somehow, 
these led me to a dvar on Va’etchanan (July 
25) from Rabbi Ari Lev of Kol Tzedek con-
gregation:

There is so much at stake in this 
political moment that it feels 
hard to know how best to live our 
Judaism. Whether at home or in 
the streets, I invite you to return 
to the basics. To the Shema. To 
the Holiness code in this week’s 
parsha. To the most foundational 
teachings in Torah. To treat oth-
ers with dignity so that we can 
remain connected to our own 
inherent dignity.  
 
In the words of Marcia Falk,  
Hear, O Israel-- 
The divine abounds everywhere 
and swells in everything; 
the many are One. 
 
May it be so.  
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YOU REMOTELY
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(734) 489-9851

The Network caps off an amazing year
By Deborah Meyers Greene

This summer The Network: Jewish 
People of Color of Greater Ann Ar-
bor will hold its annual picnic on 

Sunday, August 2, noon to 3 p.m. The picnic 
will combine a lot of fun with a little art and 
social justice at Gallup Park. The afternoon 
will begin at noon with a docent-guided 
tour of the larger-than-life “Embracing Our 
Differences: Michigan” art display at Gallup 
Park, east of Huron Parkway at the Geddes 
intersection. The extraordinary size, imag-
ery, and significance of this display is sure to 
capture the attention and imagination of all.

By one o’clock, the picnic will move 
across the Parkway to west Gallup Park’s 
(air conditioned) Meeting Room for a cou-
ple hours of indoor and outdoor eats, play, 
schmooze, and chill. Everyone should bring 
a dish to pass; tableware and beverages will 
be provided. 

The Network annual picnic is an inclu-
sive gathering of camaraderie and good eats. 
Every Jew who self-identifies as a Person of 
Color and their family and friends are invit-
ed — all ages and all denominations, or no 
denomination or affiliation at all. Just come 
as you are and enjoy!

The picnic puts a wrap on a uniquely 
productive year which included a presenta-
tion at Limmud Michigan in October for the 
third consecutive year, and a co-sponsored 
Diwali-Sigd-Chanukah celebration and co-

sponsored appearance by children’s author 
and Cantor Jason McKinney, both in De-
cember.  

January brought The Network’s week-
end-long residency by Shahanna McKinney 
Baldon (EDOT and UWisconsin-Madison), 
followed in February by a co-sponsored resi-
dency by Dr. Samira K. Mehta, author of The 
Racism of People Who Love You. Next up was 
an international Zoom talk with high profile 
Beae Israeli author Roni Malkai. The Net-
work provided support to the deeply moving 
Poetics of Resistance event in April, and in 
May, co-sponsored the Jewish Culture and 
Art Fair at the Ann Arbor District Library 
in celebration of Jewish American Heritage 
Month. In June, the Network staged the 
second annual community-wide Kabbalat 
Shabbat celebration of Juneteenth and, later 
that month, Network members represented 
our community at the Detroit stop on the 
national listening tour by Ilana Kaufman, 
CEO of the Jews of Color Initiative. Also 
this year, The Network was honored to re-
ceive grants from both the Jewish Liberation 
Fund and the Jews of Color Initiative.

As The Network enters its fourth year in 
5787, plans are in place for continued robust 
support of the Ann Arbor-area Jewish Peo-
ple of Color and service to the Jewish com-
munity as a whole. n
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Cantor Joseph Flxman, his wife Laura Flaxman, and their 
two sons Elias and Isaiah

enter this code for 500 points

Brought to you by the Ann Arbor District Library.

pointofview

TBE welcomes Cantor Joseph Flaxman 
By Sonya Lewis and Cathy Marshall

Temple Beth Emeth is delighted to warmly 
welcome Cantor Joseph Flaxman and his 
family to Ann Arbor. He will assume the role 

of TBE Cantor beginning July 1. 
After a thorough, multi-staged interview process, 

it was clear that Cantor Flaxman was exactly the right 
person for this role. While all of the applicants were tal-
ented and experienced, Cantor Flaxman immediately 
stood out as exceptional. “Cantor Joe was the only can-
didate we invited for an in-person visit, because after 
we met him in person and he auditioned for us, we 
knew that we had found a perfect match,” said Cathy 
Marshall, TBE Cantor Search Committee chair/TBE 
President Elect. 

“Congregations hire cantors primarily for their mu-
sical skills and vocal strength, of which Cantor Flax-
man has in aces,” said TBE Rabbi Josh Whinston. “But 
Cantor Flaxman is also so much more than that. He 
is first and foremost a mensch. He has a contagious 
energy and clear love for Judaism. He is going to take 
an already very strong Jewish community and help us 
reach new heights. I can’t wait until he gets here.” 

Originally from Succasunna, New Jersey, Cantor 
Flaxman grew up at Temple Shalom, where he helped 
lead the junior congregation and served in youth 
group leadership. Ordained in 2024 at HUC-JIR with 
a Masters of Sacred Music (2023), Cantor Flaxman 
most recently served as Associate Cantor and Direc-
tor of Judaic Studies at Temple Beth Am and Rambam 
Day School in Pinecrest, Florida. While at HUC-JIR, 
he served as Cantor at Congregation Adas Emuno in 
Leonia, New Jersey, and as Assistant Cantor at Ste-
phen Wise Free Synagogue in New York City. He also 
broadened his clergy training through Clinical Pasto-
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Avoid Saying Yes
"Can you hear me?" 

Do NOT say, "Yes."
Scammers call and ask questions to
get a "Yes" that they can record and

then use, saying you have agreed to a
product or service. Instead, try other

phrases like "I can," "I do," "I hear you."

ral Education at Morristown Memorial Hospital, the study 
of middot with the Institute for Jewish Spirituality, leader-
ship development with Join for Justice, and service with the 
Reform Chevrah Kadisha of New York. 

Prior to becoming a cantor, Cantor Flaxman earned 
degrees in music from SUNY Fredonia and the Manhat-
tan School of Music. He has performed opera and musical 
theatre throughout North America and Europe, including 
the Metropolitan Opera Guild, Lincoln Center, Carnegie 
Hall, and the Munich Philharmonic, La Palacio del Opera 
(Spain), Lorin Maazel’s Castleton Festival, and others. 

An accomplished composer, arranger, and conductor, 
Cantor Flaxman has directed musical liturgies, Purim-
Spiels, concerts, and other special programs. He has con-
ducted professional adult choirs, youth choirs, and a youth 
rock band. Since accepting this position, he has already 
been preparing new musical arrangements for TBE’s choir, 
Kol HaLev, to be sung at this year’s High Holy Day services. 

Cantor Flaxman has overseen and created B’Mitzvah 
programs, mentored adult lay leaders, developed and 
taught adult education classes, and tutored adult and youth 
learners. He has officiated life cycle events and provided 
pastoral care to many individuals and families. 

Cantor Flaxman is a Tisch/Star Fellow, an Atara Schol-
ar, he has received the Cantor Norman Belink Award for 
Excellence in Reform Worship, the Reuben Peretz Abelson 
Prize for Yiddish Song, and the Edith Roberts School of 
Sacred Music Prize for General Excellence.

“Music has always been at the heart of my life,” shared 
Flaxman, “and it has always been at the heart of Jewish life. 
From the Levites in the Temple to the melodies of today’s 
congregations, music binds us to one another and to God. 

continued to page 8
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IRabbis corner

TBE events in July 
Events and services are both in person 
and/or virtual. July has a reduced sum-
mer schedule. Please see www.temple-
bethemeth.org for full details, location 
information, and links. 

Lay-led Shabbat Service
Fridays at 6:30 p.m. (Every second Friday 
of the month is at 7:30 p.m.)

Shabbat morning Torah study
Saturdays at 8:50 a.m. 
Join us for this weekly discussion of the 
Torah portion.

Saturday Shabbat service 
Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Weekday morning blessings 
Weekdays at 9:15 a.m. 
Join TBE lay leaders each weekday morn-
ing for a short service of song, poetry, and 
meditation.

Twenty-five-minute mindfulness with 
Jewish spiritual director Linda Greene 
Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Zoom room opens at 8:15 a.m. for option-
al check-in. Blessing and intention setting 
8:30–8:35 a.m. Meditate 8:35–9 a.m. Start 
your day centered and connected.

Queer Torah Study
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
Join us on Zoom for a discussion of queer 
themes in the weekly Torah portion! Led 
by Ari Marcotte, Zelda Marcotte & Ari 
Smith. Guest leaders welcome! Contact 

The City of Ann Arbor can help you 
make your home more energy efficient
By Cathy Marshall

Zelda (zeldamaybiz@gmail.com) for 
more information.

Back Door Food Pantry
Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m.

Meditation with Claire Weiner
Thursdays at 5 p.m.
Join Claire Weiner for a 40-minute medi-
tation session.

Weekly Mahj
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.

WTBE Gift Shop Open
Friday at 5:30 p.m. 
Washtenaw County’s only Judaica Shop!

America’s Seder
Wednesday, July 1, 6 p.m.

WTBE Historical Novel Reading Group
Wednesday, July 8, 1 p.m.

WTBE Fiber Arts
Monday, July 13, 7 p.m. 

WISE Summer Strolls
Tuesday, July 14, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, July 28, 10 a.m.

Monthly Rosh Chodesh Circle
Wednesday, July 15, 5:30 p.m.

Tot Shabbat Summer Meet-Up
Friday, July 17, 5:45 p.m. n

The City of Ann Arbor has a vari-
ety of programs to help Ann Ar-
bor residents make their homes 

more sustainable.

Home Energy Advisor Program 
A great deal of the energy consumed 

in our buildings is wasted through air 
leaks in building envelopes, inefficient 
equipment, and unnecessary operation 
of air-handling systems. To remedy this, 
we must change behaviors, improve in-
sulation and air sealing, and install more 
efficient lighting, appliances, and heating 
and cooling systems. These changes will 
have a significant impact on the amount 
of energy our community uses. 

The process of making our homes and 
buildings more efficient and reducing 
their carbon footprint is known as decar-
bonization. The Home Energy Advisor 
program is designed to support Ann Ar-
bor residents on their journey to decar-
bonizing their homes.

All City of Ann Arbor residents 
(homeowners and renters) are eligible 

to participate and receive an assessment of 
your home contained in two reports, with 
recommendations, and a consultation call 
where you can simply ask related questions. 
See https://a2zerohea.org/ for more infor-
mation and to get on the list for a free as-
sessment.

Rebate Program, up to $25,000 
City of Ann Arbor residents are eligible 

for a variety of rebates and for a variety of 
different energy-efficient home improve-
ments. Check out the list here: https://
www.a2gov.org/sustainability-innovations-
home/sustainability-me/for-families-indi-
viduals/a2zero-rebates/

Solarize Bulk-Buy Program
The City of Ann Arbor has a lower-cost 

bulk-buy solar program, to make it easier 
for residents to access solar for their homes. 
See https://www.a2gov.org/sustainability-
innovations-home/sustainability-me/for-
families-individuals/solar-in-ann-arbor/
solarize-faq/ to learn more. n

Food Gatherers’ Summer Food Service 

When school is out for the sum-
mer, so are free and reduced-
price school meals. Many 

children and families in Washtenaw County 
rely on this crucial source of food to meet 
their nutritional needs. To bridge the sum-
mertime meal gap, Food Gatherers offers 
special summer food resources. 

Food Gatherers Summer Food Ser-
vice Program (SFSP) is offering “Grab and 
Go” meals for kids at locations throughout 
Washtenaw County from June 16 to August 
14. At each weekly distribution, families will 
receive seven breakfasts and seven lunches 
for each child in the household along with 
shelf-stable milk. Grab and Go sites offer to-
go meals for children. Children do not need 
to be present, and individuals can pick up 
meals on behalf of other families.

“By offering Grab and Go Meals, we hope 
to help more children and families get the 
nutrition they need to have a fun, healthy 
summer,” says LeRonica Roberts, Food 
Gatherers Community Food Programs 
Manager. “We encourage families to visit the 
site that works best for them, each week they 
need to during the summer.”

Food Gatherers Summer Food Service 
Program operates at locations eligible for 
the Grab and Go model, which is intended 
to promote rural access. Meals are available 
to all children, regardless of their address or 
the school district they attend. Meal sched-
ules (available in multiple languages) and a 
map of locations are available on Food Gath-
erers’ website: FoodGatherers.org/Summer. 
Families can also call Food Gatherers at 734-
761-2796 for assistance.

Free meals will be available to children 18 
years of age and under, or to persons up to 
26 years of age who are enrolled in an edu-
cational program recognized by a state or lo-
cal public educational agency. The meals are 
provided without regard to race, color, na-
tional origin, age, sex, or disability, and there 
will be no discrimination in the course of the 
meal service.

In addition to SFSP, Food Gatherers will 
also distribute Kroger Bags for Kids, which 
are full of kid-friendly snacks, ready-to-eat 
food, and beverages such as juice boxes. This 
program, sponsored by Kroger, will increase 
kid-friendly food available at existing pantry 
locations throughout the county.

About Food Gatherers
Food Gatherers’ mission is to alleviate hun-
ger and eliminate its root causes in Washt-
enaw County. Last year, our food bank and 
food rescue program distributed 10.3 million 
pounds of food to more than 140 nonprofit 
programs serving adults, seniors, and chil-
dren. For a list of our partner programs or 
to learn how you can become involved in the 
fight against hunger locally, please visit www.
foodgatherers.org or call 734-761-2796. n
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Remarks from the Jewish Federation’s outgoing president
By Marla Linderman Richelew

At the Jewish Federation’s Annual Meeting at the end of May, outgoing Board President Marla Linderman Richelew shared these remarks.

Reflection: The national convening of the Black-Jewish alliance
Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

When I joined this 
Board six years ago, I 
didn’t know we were 

about to live through some of the 
hardest years in recent Jewish mem-
ory. None of us did. COVID. The 
tragedy of October 7th. The rise of 
antisemitism.

But I’m not going to dwell there 
tonight, because that’s not the story 
of the Federation during these years. 
The story of this Federation is what 
we did while we weathered these 
storms.

We loved.

Ahavah — the kind of love our tra-
dition asks of us. Not a feeling. A prac-
tice. V’ahavtah — and you shall love 
— is a commandment, not a sentiment. 
Love your neighbor. Love the stranger. 
Love our people. Love our community 
enough to do the work that needs to be 
done, even when it is hard, not motivat-
ed by ego, but motivated for our love and 
belief in this community.

That is what we did. We loved this 
Federation into something stronger 
than we found it.

During my time on the Board we re-
wrote our bylaws — the unglamorous, 
essential work of making sure this Fed-
eration is governed well today and in the 
future. We created our pillars, the foun-
dation of our love: Engagement, Con-
vening, and Philanthropy. And during 
my presidency, we built a strategic plan 
with measurable metrics and specific 
timelines — not aspirational language 
on a page, but commitments we can be 
held to. We identified our values. We 
not only named our priorities, but we 
worked to timely achieve our priorities. 

And inside that work, we showed up 
for every generation of this community 
— because love does not skip a genera-
tion.

We showed up for our kids — help-
ing schools learn how to respond to 
antisemitism, helping them celebrate 
Jewish American Heritage Month, mak-
ing sure Jewish children are seen, are 
heard, and have a welcoming learning 
environment. We acted with love and 
support for our communities’ children.

We showed up for the parents of 
those kids — the parents who didn’t 
know where to turn when their chil-
dren came home with stories that broke 

their hearts. We helped them create a sup-
port system to work together, help their chil-
dren flourish, and positively work with the 
schools.

We showed up for our young adults and 
young professionals. We supported them and 
Hillel to ensure that they could learn and live 
safely and that their universities could not 
ignore the antisemitism in their midst. And 
we invested in the next generation of Jewish 
leadership in Ann Arbor, helping them con-
nect to each other and grow roots here, so 
this community is theirs to inherit.  

We showed up for those wiser than their 
years — advocating for the senior millage, 
helping to make sure they had food when 
government funding was cut, loving the 
people who built this community before us 
by caring for them in it.

Children, parents, young adults, seniors 
— every generation. L’dor v’dor. It is love 
across time.

And we showed up beyond our own com-
munity too. We convened political forums 
that brought both sides of the aisle into the 
same room to hear our community’s con-
cerns. We built relationships with our neigh-
bors in other communities who face similar 
struggles — because when we lift each other 
up with love, we defeat hate together.

And we invested in our own security — 
so that our families can go to services, send 
their children to religious school, and walk 
into our Jewish community spaces without 
fear. Our community needs to be able to 
gather safely because we will continue to cel-
ebrate our holidays and our religion, show-
ing up no matter what happens. That is love 
protecting its own.

And we helped bring our own Jewish 
community together, learning how to build 
stronger boards together and convening 
our Jewish leaders to find common ground, 

common goals, and common paths to work together 
to address our common needs — together. It does 
not make sense for everyone to make their own 
wheel, when together we can build a vehicle where 
everyone has their own place and space.  

I need to thank CEO Eileen Freed and our amaz-
ing Federation staff. Our community expects much 
of you and you continue to rise to the occasion. Your 
accomplishments show your love and commitment 
to our community. Thank you for all you do.  

I need to say something about this board that I 
have had the honor of leading.

A Federation board can be a lot of things. Ours is 
a board that asks hard questions and gives generous-
ly of its time — and I cannot tell you how rare that 
combination is. You showed up. You questioned. 
You learned. You were not afraid to take paths not 
taken before. Each and every one of you should feel 
proud of your work on this board. We have weath-
ered the storm by working together, by lifting each 
other up, and never giving up.

That is love. That is what makes a Federation du-
rable. Thank you for serving our community and for 
all of your support as we rose above the storms.

So I’m not handing off a Federation that just sur-
vived hard years. I’m handing off a Federation with 
rewritten bylaws, pillars, a strategic plan, measur-
able goals, articulated values, stronger relationships 
across our community and beyond it, and a board 
that knows how to govern. We built it for every gen-
eration that was here, and every generation still to 
come. While there will always be more work to do, 
I am proud to be able to say that we are leaving this 
Federation stronger than before.

The Talmud tells us the world stands on three 
things: on Torah, on service, and on acts of loving 
kindness. What we did these past years was service. 
What we built was structure. And the reason we 
built it — the only reason any of this work is worth 
doing — is love.

Thank you for the privilege of building it with all 
of you. n

Jewish Federation outgoing 
Board President shares 
her remarks at the Jewish 
Federation’s Annual Meeting, 
joined at the podium by 
incoming President Joan 
Lowenstein.

Under the lead-
ership of the 
Exodus Leader-

ship Forum (a project of 
political analyst Van Jones) 
and Shari Redstone’s Fam-
ily Foundation, Pastor Car-
nel Richardson and I were 
invited to represent our 
Washtenaw Black-Jewish 
Coalition at a national gath-
ering of Black and Jewish 

leaders specifically engaged 
in deepening and re-invigo-
rating Black-Jewish allianc-
es. With over 100 leaders 
from around the country 
attending the convening 
in Miami, we heard inspir-
ing words from Jones and 
Redstone, and, more sig-
nificantly, we were inspired 
to see the personal rela-
tionship between a Black 

thinker and visionary and a Jewish 
thinker, visionary, activist, and phi-
lanthropist. The gathering started 
on a Thursday afternoon at the end 
of May and went through Saturday, 
with Shabbat activities for Jews and 
gentiles alike. Crucially, an impor-
tant segment of the Black-Jewish al-
liance is Black Jews, who provide an 
important bridge between the com-
munities and who challenge both 
communities, as well.  

My partner at the convening, 
Pastor Carnel H. L. Richardson, who 
is the co-chair of our Washtenaw 
Black-Jewish Coalition, reflected on 
the convening: 

“The National Convening on 
the Black and Jewish alliance … in 
Miami, Florida provided the boost 
of intellectual and sociocultural en-
ergy that I need during this unique 
time that we are living in. The con-
ference provided a safe space to ac-
knowledge the work that is already 
being done to unite the Jewish and 
Black communities, and it also pro-
vided an opportunity for leaders to 
be challenged to do more! We must 

do more!”
The convening harnessed the 

power of Jones’ masterpiece initiative, 
Exodus Over Dinner, where Black 
folks and Jewish folks (and Black Jew-
ish folks!) go around a table answering 
provocative questions to bring them 
closer together and ready to partner 
in changing the landscape of America 
and beyond. With the help of local vol-
unteer Cindy Bank, we in greater Ann 
Arbor are looking forward to bring-
ing Exodus Over Dinner to the UM 
student community, with the hope 
of helping students create their own 
Black-Jewish Coalition in parallel to 
our county-wide Coalition. 

One of the fascinating require-
ments to attend the convening in Mi-
ami was that a “White/Jewish” leader 
who signed up was required to go 
with a Black partner — and vice versa. 
It was so meaningful to see the great 
partnerships that came together, from 
Philadelphia (Pastor Carl Day and Ja-
son Holtzman) to Chicago (Chris Har-
ris and Lee “Rosy” Rosenberg) to our 
very own Ann Arbor (Pastor Carnel 
Richardson and me) at the convening 

— and then to see those pairings be separated 
and mixed in with everyone else at Exodus 
Over Dinner where there was intentional 
seating to get us to meet new leaders, Jew-
ish and Black. In addition, we were assigned 
to meet over the three days of the convening 
two new leaders — a Black leader and a Jew-
ish leader — that we did not know. So, the 
goal was to expand our vision and the reach 
of the Black-Jewish Coalition nationally. 

Cindy Bank, formerly of the Ford School 
of Public Policy at the University of Michigan, 
was the one who first introduced Rabbi Lopa-
tin to Exodus Over Dinner. Bank is excited to 
implement the program with the leadership 
of students and the broader Ann Arbor area 
community. She sums up the need:

“Blacks and Jews have such a deep, rich 
history that is mostly unknown by younger 
generations. It’s so important, especially 
these days, to make sure this shared history 
is known. We need to rebuild our bond and 
work together to protect the civil rights that 
we previously fought for, and combat both 
antisemitism and anti-Black racism.”

To learn more about the Washtenaw 
Black-Jewish Coalition or to get involved, 
please contact me at asher@jewishannarbor.
org.

Rabbi Asher Lopatin with Van Jones

n
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On a Sunday in June 
By Clare Kinberg

On a beautiful Sunday afternoon,
Temple Beth Emeth hosted a 

well-attended event titled “Congregational 
Experiences with Zionism and Anti-Zion-
ism.” 

Featured speakers and moderators at 
the June 7 event were Karla Goldman, Di-
rector of the Jewish Communal Leadership 
Program at University of Michigan (JCLP); 
Andrew Lapin, senior reporter with the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency (JTA); and Robert 
Erlewine, Director of the Center for Jewish 
Studies, Eastern Michigan University (CJS).

The center of the three-hour event con-
sisted of a panel of local rabbis including 
Rabbi Lisa Stella, senior rabbi at University 
of Michigan Hillel; Rabbi Nadav Caine, of 
Beth Israel Congregation (BIC); and Rabbi 
Josh Whinston, of Temple Beth Emeth 
(TBE). The panel was moderated by Robert 
Erlewine.

The event was sponsored by TBE, BIC, 
JCLP and CJS, and organized to give local 
Jewish leaders the opportunity to address 
how they are approaching conflict around 
Israel and Zionism, and to hear from the 
community. Publicity for the event acknowl-
edged that “congregations are grappling with 
how to remain whole when their members 
hold fundamentally different, sometimes ir-
reconcilable, views” on Zionism, and asked 
the question, “How do rabbis and lay lead-
ers create space for genuine disagreement 
without fracturing the community they’ve 
worked so hard to build?” 

The audience nearly filled the TBE sanc-
tuary. The Washtenaw Jewish News asked 
several people who attended to reflect on the 
afternoon’s presentations and discussions. 

Andrew Lapin’s talk summarized his 
years of reporting for the JTA on antisemi-
tism, college campuses, Holocaust memory, 
and communal divides. Beth Dwoskin said, 
“[Lapin] presented an engaging, well-paced 
historical overview of the current crisis 
with the help of survey data showing dif-
ferent attitudes about when, who, and how 
American Jews call themselves Zionists.” 
Afterword, Lapin commented, “I appre-
ciated how receptive my audience was to 
learning about their own Jewish communal 
divides, and to having some of their core 
beliefs about Jewish support for Israel be 
challenged. People were noticeably moved, 
nobody was defensive, and everyone left 
with something to chew on. The rabbi panel 
I found especially thought-provoking, as the 
three speakers were able to get vulnerable 
about their own struggles with addressing 
Israel in their capacities as congregational 
leaders. I commend Bob Erlewine and Rabbi 
Josh for having the vision to stage such an 
honest and frank conversation in a sanctu-
ary setting.”

The second part of the program consist-
ed of the three rabbis answering questions 
from Erlewine about their experiences in 
their congregations and in the Washtenaw 
community since October 7. Beth Dwoskin 
commented, “All three are clearly struggling 
with how to respond to the anguish and an-
ger of their communities. It was clear that 
Rabbi Stella has the most difficult position, 

not only because her constituents are so 
young but also because they come and go 
every year. Rabbi Caine drew frequent ap-
plause, especially when he expressed the 
feelings of his liberal congregation as ‘be-
trayal [by white liberals].’”

Lauren Zinn responded to the rabbis 
panel, “Three Zionist rabbis shared their 
experiences with passion, humor, and 
knowledge. I learned a lot from them. I 
hope they feel heard by the community.” 
She added, “So it might also be wise to 
organize a panel for our local anti-Zionist 
Jewish leaders to feel validated and heard. 
Without hearing diverse views, creativity 
is cut off and we need to be creative.”

One younger audience member, Sha-
ron Gourdji, came with her mother. She 
wrote about the rabbis panel, “It seemed 
to me that the rabbis were nervous to 
talk in front of the crowd and chose their 
words carefully, whether because of fear 
that the event could be targeted, or they 
were afraid to say something that could 
be taken out of context or offend people. 
Both Rabbi Whinston and Rabbi Caine 
expressed how personal the anti-Zionism 
movement feels to them, whether in Ann 
Arbor City Council meetings or talking 
to young anti-Zionist Jews. I thought that 
Rabbi Caine’s comment on the ignorance 
of young Jews came off as a little conde-
scending, but it’s true that there have been 
many targeted propaganda campaigns to 
turn young American Jews and Americans 
in general against Israel, and also tons of 
justified horror at everything going on in 
Gaza and Lebanon now. I got up my cour-
age at the end to express that we want to 
hear our rabbis call out that all this killing 
is morally wrong, even if Israel and Jew-
ish people have been under threat forever 
and especially now. I was heartened that 
many people came up to me after to thank 
me for saying what I said. It seemed that 
at least the five or so people who came 
up to me felt that there was too much in-
ternal navel-gazing in the panel and not 
enough empathy for the non-Jewish af-
fected populations in the Middle East. I 
also appreciated Rav Stella’s comment that 
half the Jewish people are in Israel, and we 
shouldn’t lose empathy for what the aver-
age Israelis are going through either.” 

Deb Kraus also appreciated that the 
rabbis “are grappling with this. I found 
myself drawn in to what goes into the de-
cision making on such a hot topic.” Kraus 
continued, “I think a lot of us are easily si-
lenced when it comes to this issue, afraid 
of losing friends or status, afraid to be 
labeled a ‘self-hating Jew,’ afraid of being 
shot down by other facts, with the assump-
tion that everyone else has more knowl-
edge than we do.” She was disheartened 
that “there was no one who explicitly rep-
resented the pro-peace, pro-human rights 
position (I am intentionally not calling it 
Zionist or anti-Zionist here) and to have 
people on the panel trivialize some of the 
concerns of those who believe that Jewish 
values should point Israel in a different di-
rection.”

Another audience member also stated 
their disappointment in the rabbis’ presen-
tations. “The three rabbis were thoughtful, 
earnest, well-intentioned. But notwithstand-
ing tens of thousands of deaths, they seemed 
utterly unwilling to take seriously — not 
themselves to adopt, but even to take seri-
ously — the position that Israel has com-
mitted mass murder in Gaza. Instead, by 
casually and unfairly attributing that view 
to historical ignorance and naivete, they 
abandoned a significant part of Ann Arbor’s 
Jewish community.”

In the third section of the meeting, Karla 
Goldman moderated commentary from the 
audience. She said, “if we want to be one 
community, we need to be able to speak 
to and listen to each other. If we want to 
be heard, we need to approach those with 
whom we disagree with respect.” This sec-
tion began by giving everyone the oppor-
tunity to speak by asking participants to 
partner with someone they didn’t know and 
share what they learned from Lapin’s talk 
and the rabbis’ panel, and what questions 
were brought up for them from these pre-
sentations. Then the audience came back to-
gether to comment to the whole group. This 
ending section of the program, according to 
Terri Ginsberg, “pulled together the various 
pieces and left many people feeling positive 
about being part of a diverse, but nonethe-
less cohesive Jewish community confronting 
the challenging issues surrounding Zionism 
and anti-Zionism.” 

Reflecting on the event as one of the 
organizers, Erlewine expressed his overall 
appreciation for the speakers and the audi-
ence. “In conversations about Israel, I so of-
ten feel a sense of being pushed to one side 
or another, like the issues we are facing and 
choices before us are clear and obvious. In-
deed, even terms like Zionist or anti-Zionist 
end up being treated as if they were clear 
and self-evident, but their meaning seems 
to change depending on who is using them. 
What I so appreciated about Sunday’s event 
was that the speakers (and the audience) 
compellingly stayed in the murky areas in 
ways that I have not experienced in a public 
space in some time.”

Many people commented on this event as 
a good beginning. Ed Goldman wrote, “This 
was an important start to a necessary series 
of difficult conversations about the cur-
rent status of Jews in America and around 
the world. How are we viewed? Why? How 
can we change the dialogue? What can we, 
as Jews, say about the government of Israel 
versus the State of Isreal? How can we talk 
about the needs and rights of Palestinians 
while also talking about the needs and rights 
of Israelis?” 

Terri Ginsberg concurred on the useful-
ness of the meeting. “The large crowd that 
came out on a beautiful afternoon demon-
strated the struggle that so many members 
of the Jewish community are having with 
our feelings about Israel and Zionism. My 
takeaway is that it is critical to engage in dia-
logue and learn to listen. It was uplifting to 
see people from all facets of the Ann Arbor 
Jewish community engage in the hard work 

of sorting out our feelings on these complex 
issues. There was a strong sense that the dia-
logue should continue.”

Deborah Dash Moore’s reflection on the 
event pointed to future conversations on 
related difficult topics. “I thought that the 
meeting was valuable, a chance to take the 
pulse of some members of the Ann Arbor 
Jewish community re: Zionism and Israel. 
The presentation was excellent, the facilita-
tion of discussion really good, and the panel 
of rabbis very moving. A couple of items that 
didn’t get mentioned: the role of money, spe-
cifically, wealthy donors in dominating and 
setting Jewish communal priorities regard-
ing Israel, and consideration how ‘Zionism’ 
or identification with Israel has entered ver-
nacular American religion.”

Rabbi Whinston confirmed that he 
viewed the event as a good beginning. “The 
June 7 event exceeded my expectations. 
What struck me most was the quality of lis-
tening in the room. People who I know hold 
deeply different views gathered together to 
listen and think, not just waiting for their 
turn to respond. There was something al-
most sacred about it. In what so often de-
volves into debate and rancor, this felt like 
actual community, people willing to be in 
the discomfort together rather than retreat-
ing to their corners. I left feeling moved and, 
honestly, hopeful.

“From both the turnout and participa-
tion, our community is clearly craving en-
gagement on the difficult conversations 
around Israel and how its actions are rever-
berating in our own community. At TBE, 
we’ve been leaning into this for over a year. 
Starting with small-group listening sessions 
on general political disagreement within the 
congregation, TBE has since been engaging 
with For The Sake Of Argument’s protocols 
for difficult conversations. Every Monday in 
June, we brought together over 80 partici-
pants to discuss real-life issues facing Israeli 
and American Jews.

“We hope to continue this kind of en-
gagement into the future. The hunger for it 
is real, and so is our community’s capacity 
for it.” n
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AARC celebrates Pride with a Shabbat to remember
By Robin Wagner

Stephanie Glazier

Agent Orange, Again 

Not even storms can we sheerly blame on Gd anymore. 

The stars blew apart, yes— were blown 
though what we call the fates are only the same materials 
differently arranged. Star shower, hell fire— 
we befall each other. 

My father is gravely ill. 

And I, I am at prayer, at play, 
in rage. 

O Wildness, 

I can’t get free from the you I made.  

A melody chosen with care can trans-
form a passing moment into a defining 
experience. When we sing Oseh Shalom 
or dance to Mi Chamochah; we are not 
only repeating tradition, we are weaving 
new harmonies into our ongoing Jew-
ish story. Each note links us l’dor vador, 

from generation to generation, connecting 
us to those who came before and those who 
will follow.”

Cantor Flaxman is joined by his wife, 
Laura Flaxman, and their sons, Elias and 
Isaiah. Laura, a professional opera singer, 
received her bachelor degree in music 

from Northwestern University and a Mas-
ters in vocal performance and pedagogy at 
the University of Colorado at Boulder. The 
Flaxmans look forward to future musical 
collaborations and sharing their gifts with 
the community. 

“We are so excited to welcome Cantor Joe 

Flaxman and his family to Ann Arbor and 
to our Jewish community in Washtenaw 
County,” said TBE President Jack Billi. “He 
brings a wealth of experience, accomplish-
ment, and energy. We look forward to Can-
tor Joe enriching our entire community, 
both musically and spiritually.” n

TBE welcomes new Cantor continues from pg. 4

AARC celebrates Pride with a Shabbat 
to remember
By Robin Wagner

On the evening of Friday, June 26, 
the Ann Arbor Reconstruction-
ist Congregation (AARC) gath-

ered at the JCC on Birch Hollow Drive for an 
LGBTQ+ Pride Kabbalat Shabbat that wove 
together prayer, poetry, music, ritual, and 
community in a celebration both joyful and 
deeply felt.

The service centered on Parshat Chukat-
Balak, a Torah portion that proved a surpris-
ingly perfect lens through which to explore 
Pride and the LGBTQ+ experience. At its 
heart is a jenny — a female donkey — who 
sees what the powerful male prophet Balaam 
cannot: the angel of God standing directly in 
his path. Marginalized, overlooked, and dis-
missed, she is nonetheless the one with the 
clearest vision of truth. The central drama 
of the portion — Balaam’s repeated attempts 
to curse the Israelites, transformed by God 
again and again into blessing — resonated 
deeply on a night when the congregation 
gathered in the spirit of Pride month, itself 
born from the Stonewall Uprising of June 28, 
1969, when queer patrons of the Stonewall 
Inn resisted a police raid and turned shame 
into the seed of liberation.

That transformation — of curse into bless-
ing, of marginalization into pride — was not 
only the theme of the evening but its living 
enactment.

A ritual of release and hope

One of the evening’s most moving mo-
ments came during a special ritual inspired 
by the parsha. Congregants were invited to 
write something they wished to release — a 
fear, a hurt, a burden — on water-soluble pa-
per, and a hope or blessing on regular paper. 
One by one, people came forward to place 
their “curses” into a bowl of water, where they 
dissolved before the community’s eyes. It was 
a simple act with profound resonance: the 
congregation literally watching pain trans-

form into possibility.

Poetry, music, and sacred belonging

The service was rich with poetry and mu-
sic that honored LGBTQ+ lives and the sa-
cred complexity of being fully seen. Detroit 
poet Stephanie Glazier, a Lambda Literary 
Fellow whose work has appeared in the 
Michigan Quarterly Review, The Southern 
Review, and Alaska Quarterly Review, read 
from her own poetry — including “Agent 
Orange, Again,” a spare and stunning medi-
tation on prayer, rage, love, and the wildness 
of God. Glazier served for years as poetry 
editor of Gertrude, the celebrated LGBTQ+ 
literary journal, and her presence brought 
an unmistakable depth to the evening.

The service also drew on the poetry of 
Mary Oliver, whose love for the natural 
world and for another woman shaped some 
of the most beloved spiritual verse of our 
time. Music, led by an ensemble of AARC 
musicians and singers, included Deb-
bie Friedman’s “Miriam’s Song” and other 
beloved melodies, filling the room with 
warmth and spirit.

The Interpretive Amidah, adapted from 
Mishkan Ga’avah: Where Pride Dwells, in-
cluded a blessing for LGBTQ+ ancestors 
— those who fought to love, who insisted 
on their dignity, who gave their fierceness 
and art and voice to the world. “I walk in 
your memory,” the prayer reads. “I walk this 
path, smoothed and chartered by your sacri-
fice toward justice, toward holiness, toward 
freedom.”

All are part of the story

The children’s blessing named LGBTQ+ 
figures from Jewish tradition — Joseph, 
David and Jonathan, Naomi and Ruth — 
alongside the matriarchs and patriarchs, a 
reminder that queer lives have always been 

woven into the fabric of our stories. The ser-
vice closed with Fred Small’s beloved song 
“Everything’s Possible,” a lullaby-like af-
firmation that every child deserves a life of 
open doors and unconditional love.

Throughout the evening, the congrega-
tion used fluid, expansive language for the 
Divine — honoring a tradition that has al-
ways understood God to be larger than any 
single name — while pronoun stickers en-
sured that every person in the room could 
be called by their truest self.

The evening concluded with a parve pot-
luck that spilled over with food, laughter, 
and the particular warmth of a community 
that had just prayed together with its whole 
heart.

About the AARC

The AARC is a caring, inclusive, and mu-
sic- and art-loving community of people 
who want to practice and study Judaism, or 
simply be around people who share a com-
mitment to Judaism’s values. The AARC’s 
spiritual leader, Rav Gavrielle Pescador, is 
known for her warmth, her collaborative 
spirit, and her incredible voice and harp 
playing. You are invited to visit https://
aarecon.org/ or email info@aarecon.org to 
learn more about the Ann Arbor Recon-
structionist Congregation.
Contact Robin Wagner, robin.b.wagner@
gmail.com, for more information.

AARC events for July

July 11
Second Saturday Morning Shabbat Service. 
Meditation with Anita Rubin-Meiller 10 
a.m. This is a hybrid Shabbat service led by
lay members of our congregation at the JCC 
and on Zoom. Zoom link will be sent out
the week before the event. 10:30 a.m.–12
p.m.

July 24
Fourth Friday Kabbalat Shabbat. This is a 
hybrid service led by lay members of our 
congregation in person at the JCC and on 
Zoom. Everyone is welcome! Service is fol-
lowed by a nut-free potluck. 6:30 p.m.

July 26
Book Club. We will be discussing Bethle-
hem Road by Judy Lev. For more informa-
tion about the Book Club meeting and the 
lunch that precedes it, email Greg Saltzman 
gsaltzman@albion.edu. 1–2 p.m. n



9Washtenaw Jewish News * JULY 2026

ICommunity 
From joining a community to 
building a community
By Alexander Baum

As I prepare to step into the 
role of Board President at 
the Ann Arbor JCC and 

consider what I hope to accomplish 
during my tenure, I am reminded of 
the first summer we spent in Ann Ar-
bor. 

In 2021, the pandemic economy 
allowed our 3.5-member family to 
leave Washington, D.C., and move to 
a place where we didn’t know anybody 
and had barely spent any time. It was 
a quest to find a less stressful life with 
more family support in Michigan. We 
stumbled upon the Burns Park Tot 
Shabbat during a playdate organized 
for the newly formulated JCC Giraffe 
preschool class. We had never been to 
Burns Park and had a great playdate, 
meeting other families with similar 
stories to ours; others who had gradu-
ated college, moved to large cities, 
obtained graduate degrees, launched 
careers, got married, started families, 
and moved to Ann Arbor. It was the 
first moment when it felt like we had 
made the right choice to pick up and 
leave D.C. for Ann Arbor, and we were 
very excited about fitting in with our 
new community.

To our pleasant surprise, around 
11, some folks started talking about 
leaving the playground to join Tot 
Shabbat. As a Jewish family, we were 
curious, and joined several other 
families in the large open field, not 
knowing what to expect. They had 
brought blankets, but we sat on the 
grass and enjoyed singing classic Tot 
Shabbat songs in a large circle, while 
some of the kids ran around and the 
babies giggled. This was our first in-
troduction to Burns Park Tot Shabbat, 
which defined our first summer in our 
new home. Tot Shabat included sing-
ing, a story, child participation, and 
of course playing afterwards in the 
park, which included climbing Magic 
Mountain, and exploring the edges of 
Burns Park. It was still the pandemic, 
so playing outside was the only way to 
play and meet other families.

That summer, the weekly Burns 
Park Shabbat quickly became a ritual 
for our family. As my wife grew closer 
and closer to delivering our baby girl, 
we were assured that there were sev-
eral OB-GYNs in regular attendance. 
The regular families started to rec-
ognize and welcome us each week, 
and our son Izzy made new friends 
by playing in the playground and 
exploring the park with other kids. 

When our daughter Zora was born, 
we couldn’t wait to show her off to 
our little community of young Jewish 
families in Burns Park. Everybody 
seemed to love Tot Shabbat and it was 
needed as we looked for safe places to 
congregate during that time. To us it 
was a little magical to spend Shabbat 
with community, outside, low-stress, 
social, meaningful, and beautiful. We 
were aware that it was sponsored by 
the Orthodox Minyan and Beth Israel 
Congregation, but all were welcome 
and affiliation was not important. 
They were happy we were there and 
we were happy to be there.

The following summer, as the 
weather got warmer in Michigan, we 
looked forward to the return of Tot 
Shabbat, but as congregating inside 
became more common, the vari-
ous communities that made up Tot 
Shabbat appeared to retreat to their 
respective homes. Considering how 
successful and well attended the pro-
gram was, I was always a little puzzled 
why it dissolved, but the Burns Park 
Tot Shabbat was now in the past.

As I become the new President of 
the Jewish Community Center of Ann 
Arbor, I think about how our family 
was welcomed to the Ann Arbor Jew-
ish Community and the important 
roles both the JCC and the Burns 
Park Tot Shabbat played during our 
first summer in Michigan. While the 
Burns Park Tot Shabbat event has 
slipped into memory, I hope to con-
tinue its spirit of inclusivity, warmth, 
and Jewish joy in the community. I 
hope the JCC can continue to be a 
place where everybody in our com-
munity can meet, congregate, learn, 
play, network, and celebrate together. 
I hope our programming continues 
to expand and offer something for 
everyone. I hope our amazing Early 
Childhood Center and camp pro-
grams become a first choice for every 
family seeking top-tier childcare, pre-
school, and a meaningful camp expe-
rience for their children. I hope our 
enrichment classes continue to offer 
dance, theater, sports, science, music, 
and games. I hope our cultural pro-
gramming continues to bring the best 
Jewish authors, musicians, and films 
to our community. I look forward to 
leading our Board of Directors and 
JCC as we continue to grow and ex-
pand. I can’t wait to see you and your 
family at our JCC soon. n
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Cherry, Chili, and Cilantro Salad Recipe
By Joelle Abramowitz

You can purchase your ingredients 
at any local farmer’s market.
This month’s seasonal recipes 

make use of a Michigan staple: cherries. 
Michigan is a leader in cherry production, 
accounting for 70% of the nation’s tart cher-
ries. Gil Marks, the author of The Encyclope-
dia of Jewish Food, explains that “Cherries 
are part of the cuisine of nearly every Jewish 
community,” including Persian rice dishes, 
Syrian meat preparations, Ashkenazi jams, 
soups, and desserts, and more. To make use 
of the cherries themselves, I share a recipe 
for cherry, chili, and cilantro salad. In this 
dish, the cilantro and jalapeno provide veg-
etal and spicy flavors to round out the sweet 

cherries. While the recipe calls for pitting the 
cherries, there are many other uses for the 
pits. To avoid letting them go to waste, I also 
include a recipe for cherry pit syrup, which 
makes a refreshing beverage with almond 
flavors when combined with seltzer and ice. 
The pits can also be infused in alcohol, vin-
egar, cream, or other liquids to impart an 
almond-like flavor.

Cherry, Chili, and Cilantro Salad
Adapted from Hila Alpert
Serves 6–8
Pareve

Ingredients
1½ pounds fresh sweet cherries, pitted 

and sliced in half
1 cup chopped fresh cilantro, or to taste
3 to 4 jalapeños, cored, seeded, and 

finely chopped
3 or 4 garlic cloves, finely chopped
1 tablespoon kosher salt
¼ cup extra virgin olive oil

Preparation
Put the cherries, cilantro, jalapeños, garlic, 
salt, and olive oil in a large bowl and stir well 
until all the ingredients are evenly distrib-
uted. Chill until refreshingly cold. Serve the 
salad chilled.

What “Three Weeks” asks of the climate-privileged
By Rachel Jacobson, Lead Researcher, State Climate Policy

“Wine & Vegan Cheese Tasting” draws attention to how food choices impact climate
By Steve Merritt

Cherry Pit Syrup
From Stella Parks
Pareve

Ingredients
7 ounces cherry pits (about 1 heaping 

cup; 200 g) (see notes)
3 1/2 ounces plain or toasted sugar 

(about 1/2 cup or 100 g)
Pinch of salt, to taste
1 drop rose water, or more to taste 

(optional)
1 drop almond extract, or more to taste 

(optional)
Preparation
In a small bowl or pint Mason jar, combine 
cherry pits and sugar (and husk of a juiced 
lime, if using; see notes). Toss until well 
combined, then cover tightly and set aside 
for 3 hours or up to 24 hours. Shake bowl or 
jar occasionally to toss pits around and help 
sugar dissolve.

When sugar has completely dissolved, 
strain syrup through a fine-mesh sieve. (The 
pits will still have enough flavor left to make 
a batch of cherry pit whipped cream, if you’d 
like to arm yourself with the perfect set of 
toppings for a cherry sundae.)
Season syrup with a pinch of salt and a drop 
or two of rose water and/or almond extract 
to taste. Please use care in adding these po-

tent ingredients; while a very small amount 
of each can go a long way toward balanc-
ing the flavor of the syrup, the effect can be 
overwhelming if too much is added.
Transfer syrup to an airtight container and 
refrigerate for up to 1 month. Use as a des-
sert sauce or as a replacement for simple 
syrup in drinks.
Notes: If you’re using sweet cherries, it may 
help to include the empty husk of a juiced 
lime as part of the weight listed for the pits, 
to furnish the syrup with a bit of acidity to 
balance the sweetness of the fruit and sugar. 
Adding juice to taste at the end will only 
dilute the syrup and shorten its shelf life, 
while maceration with the rind will draw 
out both acidity and a pleasant hint of bit-
terness to balance the syrup. The syrup can 
be refrigerated in an airtight container for 
up to one month.
Dr. Joelle Abramowitz writes a monthly 
Substack newsletter, the Gastronomist 
Economist, and has written about Jewish 
food for the Detroit Jewish News, jew-ish.
com, and The Forward, among other 
outlets. Originally from New Jersey, Joelle 
now considers herself a Michigander, after 
living in Ann Arbor for the last 10 years. 
When she is not in the kitchen or writing 
about it, she daylights as research faculty 
studying health and labor economics at the 
University of Michigan’s Institute for Social 
Research. n

The Wine & Vegan Cheese Tasting 
held at the Washtenaw Food Hub 
on Saturday, May 30, drew over 60 

people. It was a fun and tasty way to explore 
Michigan’s amazing local foods. Many of us 
came away saying, “I’m not calling it fake 
cheese anymore!”

It was co-sponsored by the Ann Arbor Re-
construction Congregation (AARC) and the 
Ann Arbor Jewish Climate Circle. 

The Shavuot-inspired tasting featured ar-
tisanal vegan cheeses, Michigan wines, and 

locally sourced dairy cheeses and accom-
paniments in a beautiful farm setting. The 
wines were paired by AARC member Joel 
Goldberg, who has been a wine columnist 
and a judge at the Michigan Wine Competi-
tion.

Fortified by delicious food and drink, the 
gathering explored the consequential topic 
of food and climate change.

Eco-Kosher Connection
Rabbi Gabrielle Pescador of the AARC 

provided a Jewish context for the issues 
raised. “With the concept of ‘eco-kosher,’ 
Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi and oth-
ers in his line expanded Jewish dietary con-
sciousness beyond what we eat to how the 
food is produced, who is affected, and what 
kind of world our choices sustain,” she said. 
“The question is no longer only, is it kosher? 
But also, is it ethical? Is it sustainable? Is it 
life-affirming?” She cited several core ethical 

principles of eco-kashrut concerning care 
for the earth and how they could be applied 
in daily life.

What We Can Do
In the face of such a daunting climate 

problem, we learned that there are some 
things that individuals can do to lower their 
carbon footprint, for example:
Moving toward a “plant-forward” diet 
that replaces at least some meat with plant 
proteins. 

Reducing food waste by planning meals, 
shopping more often for less, and utilizing 
leftovers.

Eating local and seasonal foods to reduce 
emissions from transportation and ener-
gy-intensive greenhouse production.

Our individual actions can help shift 
societal norms and behavior — as seen in 

campaigns around littering, smoking, and, 
to some extent, healthy diets — so that food 
system incentives shift toward sustainability.

Washtenaw Food Hub
And finally, we learned about the Washt-

enaw Food Hub, the venue for the event, 
which supports many of the solutions we 
heard about. It offers educational programs 
for the public, supports local farmers, and 
houses half a dozen businesses that process 
agricultural produce into retail products. It 
operates a farm market, and its related busi-
ness, Tantre Farm, is currently enrolling peo-
ple in a CSA that will provide fresh produce 
throughout the summer.

A list of the local wines, port, beer, and 
dairy & vegan cheeses we tasted can be found 
at jewishAnnArbor.org/climate in the vegan 
event online article.

This event received generous support 
from the Ethyl Hyman and Rose Kaplan 
Foundation. n

Summer is my favorite 
season. I love swimming 
outdoors, the freedom 

tices during the final nine days. In the 
midst of summer joy, it can feel like an 
unwelcome imposition. Couldn’t our 
tragedies have happened in winter, 
when sad is my baseline? 

But that question reflects my po-
sitionality. I experience summer joy-
fully in part because I live in the Great 
Lakes Region, where it is marked by 
ease and abundance. But in many 
places, summer has long brought 
drought, fire, hurricanes, and ex-
treme heat — dangers that have in-
tensified with climate change. While 
our region does experience threats 
such as flooding and wildfire smoke, 
we carry significant climate privilege, 

especially those of us with stable, 
climate-controlled housing outside 
the floodplain.

Recognizing this allows us to 
reframe the Three Weeks. If we 
have only known one climate, one 
rhythm of comfort and hardship, 
it can be difficult to access others’ 
experiences across time and place. 
Jewish ritual insists we try — not 
only to remember, but to respond. 
When we observe Tisha B’Av, we 
practice sitting with loss — and 
build the capacity to let that discom-
fort move us toward action. When 
we pray for Jerusalem to be rebuilt, 
we position ourselves as God’s part-

ners in bringing more wholeness 
into the world. 

Engaging beyond our own 
climate experiences can similarly 
move us from awareness to ac-
tion — expanding our sense of 
obligation and deepening our care 
for neighbors near and far. This 
can mean advocating for policy 
change, preparing our communi-
ties, checking on those at risk, and 
welcoming new neighbors seek-
ing relative climate safety. 

As we enter the Three Weeks, 
may we expand our perspective, 
deepen our empathy, and trans-
late awareness into sustained, col-
lective action.c

of running around in shorts and a 
t-shirt, and the abundance of day-
light for outdoor activities. And so,
I have always struggled with the
Three Weeks — a jarring interrup-
tion placing limits on my favorite
time of year.

The Three Weeks (July 2–23 
this year) span two dates — the 
17th of Tammuz and the 9th of 
Av — on which we commemorate 
several historical Jewish tragedies, 
including the destruction of both 
temples in Jerusalem. Tradition-
ally, we refrain from weddings and 
music throughout this period, add-
ing more intensive mourning prac-
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Jewish Federation launches community new board member training
Eileen Feed, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

Weiner Financial 
Group,LLC

This winter, 40 board mem-
bers from almost every lo-
cal Jewish congregation and 

organization gathered for a three-part 
educational experience coordinated by 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Ann 
Arbor and funded by the Jewish Com-
munity Foundation.

The aim of the Jewish Community 
Leadership Training series was to pro-
vide important general information 
about nonprofit board service for new 
and current board members of local 
Jewish organizations, large and small. 
The Jewish Federation hoped this in-
formation would drive increased board 
effectiveness at participating organiza-
tions. Other key goals were for par-
ticipants to develop cross-communal 
connections, learn best practices from 
one another, better understand the lo-
cal Jewish communal landscape, and 
increase collaboration. 

Under the leadership of facilita-
tor Carrie Hammerman, formerly the 
Chief Strategy and Programs Officer 
at the NEW Center, a three-part cur-
riculum was developed and delivered. 
Session One focused on “The Basics,” 
such as board and governance respon-
sibilities; board structure, roles, com-
mittees, meetings and recruitment; 
and challenges of volunteer boards. 
The session was facilitated by Univer-
sity of Michigan Professor Emerita 
Janet Weiss. Professor Weiss taught 
nonprofit and public management for 
40 years in the Ford School of Public 
Policy and the Ross School of Busi-
ness and founded the UM Nonprofit 
Board Fellows Program at UM, which 
has provided opportunities for over a 
thousand graduate students to serve 
on nonprofit boards in Michigan, and 
to learn hands-on about board service.

The second session focused on fidu-
ciary responsibilities — organizational 
financial policy and fundraising. Greg 
Lewis, an executive coach and consul-
tant and longtime lecturer at Ross School 
of Business, led the group through un-
derstanding the financial obligations of 
the board and how to serve as stewards 
of the organization’s finances. Partici-
pants received handouts about financial 
terms and engaged in an exercise around 
reading financial statements. This was 
followed by Carrie introducing “the el-
ephant in the room” — the very key role 
board members play in ensuring financial 
stability through fundraising — giving, 
educating, and connecting for the ben-
efit of the organization. Carrie encour-
aged the group to get comfortable with 
and find joy in fund development. People 
serve on boards because they care about 
the cause or mission, and fundraising is 
simply giving people the opportunity to 
support the organization to which they 
commit their time and leadership. For-
mer development director at JFS and 
UM’s Museum of Natural History and 
current team leader for the Temple Beth 
Emeth Life & Legacy team Robin Little 
spoke to the group about the importance 
of incorporating planned and legacy giv-
ing into the culture of the community’s 
Jewish communal organizations.

The final session focused on better 
understanding the Jewish community 
organizations and structures in Washt-
enaw County. Jewish Federation CEO 
Eileen Freed gave a presentation on Ann 
Arbor’s Jewish history, receiving much 
appreciated input from the participants 
regarding their organizations’ important 
milestones. She spoke about the Jewish 
community today and shared opportu-
nities and incentives for community col-
laborations. 

Temple Beth Emeth Board Chair Jack 
Billi thanked Freed for the “very valuable 
series of sessions for training our commu-
nity leaders. I hope we can carry forward 
some of the excellent suggestions for fu-
ture areas of collaboration.”

Rabbi Gabrielle Pescador and the board 
members of the Ann Arbor Reconstruc-
tionist Congregation (AARC) believe that 
serving on the board of a congregation is 
“a terrific way to give back to the commu-
nity, but it can come with challenges.” The 
AARC leadership were eager to attend the 
training to learn and network with board 
members of other area congregations, and 
the AARC was strongly represented at all 
three sessions. 

“Rabbi Pescador and our board strive 
to create a warm, supportive leadership 
cohort that will reflect in the vibe and 
experience of the congregation,” wrote 
AARC Board Member Julie Norris in a 
reflection after the final session. “We work 
to serve our congregation by fostering 
an inclusive and caring environment for 
our current and future congregants. This 
training helped further these intentions.

“Our Board members sat together dur-
ing the training, which strengthened our 
team, and enabled us to quickly discuss 
and begin applying the valuable learning 

points directly to our growing Reconstruction-
ist congregation. The sessions were an effective 
mix of teaching best practices and allowing for 
participant interaction.”

Dave Nelson, Chair of the AARC’s Board, 
said, “The program was substantive, informa-
tive, and engaging. We really appreciated the 
opportunity for concentrated time together to 
reflect on our own leadership, processes, and 
planning.” He added that “the dinners were de-
licious and the quinoa stuffed squash was espe-
cially good.” 

Norris continued, “We are grateful to Fed-
eration for the significant work that went into 
producing this high-quality training. Our hope 
is that having this resource will encourage our 
congregants and members of the greater Jew-
ish community to volunteer for board service 
with more confidence. We now have access to 
an excellent training program with extensive 
accompanying resources, all tailored to our 
unique and wonderful Ann Arbor community.”

The Jewish Federation plans to offer this se-
ries on a regular basis, taking the input from 
this inaugural group to make adjustments. For 
more information, contact the Jewish Federa-
tion at info@jewishannarbor.org. n

The board of the Ann Arbor Reconstructionist Congregation during a 
session of the Board Training.
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Rachel and Gary Glick 
Phyllis and David Herzig 
Nancy and Roger Hitchcock 
Carol Hoffer* 
Todd Kephart 
Shira and Steven Klein* 
Debra Siegel Levine and Robert
Levine 
Geraldine and Sheldon Markel 
Alytia Levendosky and David Nacht 
Sharon and Charles Newman 
Gil Omenn and Martha Darling 
Susan and Mark Orringer* 
Prudence Rosenthal* 
Joan Hartman and John Rothchild 
Brian and Margot Schapiro 
Roberta and Larry Tankanow* 
Wendy and Russell Weiner 
Anonymous 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE ($7,500-
$9,999)
Ashley and Jim Adox 
Robin and Brad Axelrod 
Marti Walsh and Samuel Hirsch 
Cindy and Scott Kellman* 
Judith and Robert Marans* 
Barbara Stark-Nemon and Barry
Nemon 
Renee and David Pinsky 
Elaine and Bertram Pitt 
Eva and Edward Solomon* 
Monica Starkman* 
Nancy Barbas and Jonathan Sugar 

SHOFAR SOCIETY ($5,000-
$7,499)
Judith and Robert Ahronheim 
Levana and Stephen Aronson* 
Barbara and Bernard Banet 
Laurie and Jeff Barnett 
Linda and Ronald Benson 
Shelly Kovacs Berman and Harvey
Berman 
Sheryl Hirsch and Jack Billi 
Kathy and Alan Bloom 
Sarah and Jeffrey Cohen 
Alice Fishman and Michael DiPietro 
Judith and Todd Endelman 
Susan Fisher* 
Nanette Gill* 

Mona and Edward Goldman 
Karla Goldman and Kim Jaffee* 
Ken Handwerger 
Nancy and Irv Leon 
Pamela and Michael Marcovitz 
Fran and Irwin Martin* 
Brenda and Murray Meisels 
Debbie and Bob Merion 
Arnold Monto 
Arthur Nusbaum 
Julie and Ron Perry 
Susan and Murray Rebner* 
Wendy and Edward Rothman 
Lisa and Bruce Shapiro 
Rochelle and Robert Stoler 
Gail and Alan Sugar* 
Elana and Ronald Sussman 
Elise Weisbach* 
Lisa and Steve Weiss 
Sara and Donny Wohl 
Anonymous 

PACESETTERS ($2,500-$4,999)
Anya Abramzon and Alex Levitsky 
Barbara Kramer and Steven Acker 
Menakka and Essel Bailey  
Deborah and Richard Ball 
Julie and Phillip Barr 
Fran Lewy-Berg and Mark Berg 
Lynn and Paul Berkowitz 
Andree Joyaux and Frederick Blanck 
Dean Brenner 
Jane and Anthony Burton 
Kathleen and Richard Cohen 
Ed and Judi (z”l) Davidson 
Carol and Steven Dworkin 
Julie and Charles Ellis 
Maureen and Gary Fagin 
David Fox and Paula Bockenstedt 
Liz and Michael Fried 
Joyce and Steve Gerber* 
Florence and Marvin Gerber* 
Maureen and David Ginsburg 
Thea Glicksman 
Laurie and Jayson Greenberg 
Susan and Barry Gross 
William and Merrily Hart 
Alice and Clifford Hart 
Lily Ladin 
David Lauer 
Judith and Jerold Lax 
Dina Shtull and Steven Leber 
Laurie and Jeff Leflein 
Elaine and Barry Margolis* 
Patricia and Randy Milgrom 
Gayle and Bruce Moyer 
Lisa Levit Newman and Daniel
Newman 
Sheila and Owen Perlman 
Kim and Lawrence Perlman 
Eve and Richard Primus 
Jennifer Reed and Sol Hart 
Rosalyn Sarver and Stephen
Rosenblum 
Lauren Katz and Joel Rubenstein 
Adrienne and Steven Schiff 
Alyssa and Bradley Seel 
Susan Garetz and Matthew Shapiro 
Carey and David Sherman 
Melissa and Charles Simon 
Margaret and Michael Singer 
Gretta Spier and Jonathan Rubin  
Tara and David Stone 
Harriet Bakalar and Edwin Tobes 
Jeffrey Urist 
Lynn Gessner and Irwin Weingarten* 
Stefani and Steven Weiss 
Donna Winkelman 
Martha and Eric Young

$1,000-$2,499 
Jamie and James Abelson 
Ellen Abramson 
Sassa and Jan Akervall 
Janice and Neil Alexander 
Rena and Jeff Basch 
Leslie Bash* 
Hannah Pierson-Compeau and
Alexander Baum 
Linda and Karlan Bender 
Christopher Bergen and Jeremy Bloom 
Joan Boonin 
Terri and Jason Brodkey 
Raya and Morton Brown 
Henry Brysk 
Stacey Lee and Evan Caminker 
Jordana and Robert Carbeck 
Marjorie and Barry Checkoway* 
Marla and Joshua Chinsky 
Debra Chopp 
Katie and Matthew Chosid 
Ruth Moscow-Cohen and Robert Cohen 
Jill Cohen 
Babette Levy Daskin and Mark Daskin* 
Ethan Davidson 
Dalia Naamani-Goldman and Andrew
DuKatz 
Eileen Dzik and Jack Edelstein 
Margaret and Neal Elyakin 
Amy and Simon Feiglin 
Marci and Stephen Feinberg 
Louise and Alan Fligiel 
Marcia and Leon Friedman 
Beth German and Martin Garber 
Linda Jo Doctor and Rabbi Elliot
Ginsburg 
Susan Sefansky and David Goldstein 
Eszter and Tamas Gombosi 
Hanna and Peter Goodstein 
Julie and David Grand 
Nancy Hart and Henry Greenspan 
Linda Grekin 
Susan and Milton Gross 
David Grzebinski 
Jason Gumenick 
Ellen Katz and Daniel Halberstam 
Barbara and Robert Hooberman 
Lesley and Richard Hume 
Eileen and Saul Hymans 
Tanya and Jerold Israel 
Elizabeth Anderson and David Jacobi 
Matthew Kaplan and Caroline Helton 
Deborah and Ralph Katz 
Gina and Peter Katz 
Richard Kennel 
Leah and Paul Kileny 
Marilyn and Leonard Kirsch 
Myra and Rich Klarman 
Celina and Eduardo Kleer 
Linda Korobkin 
Warren Lada 
Stephen and Pamela Landau 
Dr. Wendy Lawrence and Dr. Todd
Morgan 
Alice Liberson 
Janice and Andy Lieberman 
Edward and Debra Linkner 
Marla Linderman Richelew and Josh
Richelew* 
Lynn and Herbert Malinoff 
Loren Levy and Steven Mandell 
Brenda Oelbaum and Ben Margolis 
Nancy Margolis 
Irena and Andrei Markovits 
Ruth and David Markovitz 
Barbra Mazie and Arthur Gershowitz 
Leslee and Leonard Meltzer 
Jerry and Emily Miller 
Kathleen Koehler and William Miller 
Candy and Andrew Mitchell 
Wanpen and Stephen Modell 
Deborah Dash Moore and MacDonald
Moore 

DONORS AS OF JUNE 12, 2026

*INCLUDES A WOMEN’S CAMPAIGN GIFT
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LEARN HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT JEWISHANNARBOR.ORG

Judith Oppenheim* 
Kelly and Jeff Orringer 
Shelley and Warren Perlove 
Lynn Stern and Neal Persky 
Marilia Cascalho and Jeffrey Platt 
Joan and Robert Ravin 
Hershenson 
Helaine and David Reid 
Liora Rosen and Gary Rochman 
Thomas and Dinah Ross 
Lisa and Howard Saulles 
Elizabeth Wierba and David Schmidt 
Robyn and Jason Schmier 
Haley Schreier and Jack Fuchsman 
Marilyn Scott 
Andreina and Ricardo Seir 
Inbal Nahum-Shani and Guy Shani 
Caryn Shapiro 
Tish Shapiro 
Deborah Shaw 
Maryann and Martin Shichtman 
Renée Siegan 
Nancy Silver 
Aviva and Jimmy Simonte 
Romana Solent 
Naomi and Mario Spivak 
Jerry Vidis 
Madelon and Richard Weber 
Howard & Judy Weinblatt 
Anonymous 

UP TO $249
Gwen Adler 
Lauren Ambrose 
Ava Amour 
Yeshayahu Artsy 
Orit and Ehud Alviran 
Joan Axelrod 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025-2026 CORPORATE SPONSORS

Karen Shill and Henry Beitz 
Tami and Joel Benedek 
Rita Benn 
Barbara  Berry 
Rosalyn Biederman 
Marla and Laurence Biederman 
Robyn Bluestone 
Carol and Joseph Brown 
Jason Brown 
Candace and Nat Bulkley 
Irene Butter 
Jenny Capua Shenkar 
Julie Ceresnie 
Tim Chupp and Martine Perreault 
Beth Collins 
Ken and Amy Colton 
Shane Dennis 
Judy Bobrow and Jon Desenberg 
Nathan & Alison Ehrlich 
Josh and Orna Ehrlich 
Milka and Yaron Eliav 
Julie Endress* 
Robert Erlewine 
Jill Fine 
Annette Fisch 
Ketl Freedman-Doan 
Julie Gales and Laurence Kirchmeier 
Linda Gamble 
Maria Vilinskaia and Leonid Gankin 
Carmel Gerber 
Eeta Gershow 
Jamie Morris and Elliot H. Gertel 
Sandy Goldberg 
Joshua Goldman 
Sara Goldshlack 
Rabbi Aharon and Esther Goldstein 
Rabbi Alter and Chanchi Goldstein 
Nancy and Larry Goldstein 

Rachel Jacobson and Rabbi Joel
Goldstein 
Hugh Goodman 
Mitchell and Barbara Goodsitt 
Gayle Harte and Elliott Greenberg 
Aimee Jones and Jeff Gutman 
Daryl Hafter 
Shannon Hall 
Steve and Joyce Hamel 
Alan Harchik 
Tammie Nahra and Lee Hollander 
Nina and Michael Homel 
Sarah and Victor Hong 
David Horowitz 
Robyn Hughey 
Harry Immerman 
Judy Irvine 
Robert Israel 
Tamar Jacobson 
Manjula Jindal 
Pamela and Neil Juliar 
Deborah and Harvey Juster 
Ralph and Deborah Katz 
Esther Kletter 
Shlomit Kletter 
Jonathan Koenigsberg 
Malvina Kurnosova 
Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan
Lampear 
Judith and Abraham Landau 
Sidney Lawrence 
Moshe Lencer 
Harel Levit 
Rachel and Aaron Levy 
Adam and Cathy Liebowitz 
Cara Lopatin 
Zelda Marcotte 
Sheila Marcus 

Betsy Yvonne Mark 
Jordana Mazer 
Becky Melamed 
Anita and Howard Merritt 
Steve Merritt 
Sharon Milberger 
Adam Mitchel 
Elaine Moffat 
Lisa and Lawrence Molnar 
Mina Monastirsky 
Roni and Kent Moncur 
Aviva Morady 
Paulette and Fred Morady 
Marcie Greenfield and James
Morgenstern 
Irina and Aleksandr Muchnick 
Paulo Neuhaus 
Valeriya Ryabova and Aleksey
Neyman 
Sandra Berman and Joseph Ohren 
Jill Parets 
Beth and Richard Pearson 
Ruth Petit 
Claudia Pettit 
Robin and Joseph Pollak 
Susan Pollay 
Lee Rabinowitz and Erica Stein 
Rivka Siden and Ken Rorick 
Gail Rucker 
Elyssa Koidin Schmier and Stephen
Schmier 
Karyn and David Schoem 
Margaret Schreiber and Dave Sitz 
Daniel Schultz 
Tom Segal 
Phyllis Hanson and Stephen Selipsky 
Ronnie Shapiro 

THANK YOU FOR BUILDING A FLOURISHING
JEWISH COMMUNITY LOCALLY, IN ISRAEL, AND

AROUND THE WORLD celebrating 36 years of philanthropy

Basha Diagnostics
Epic Kosher Catering
Oxford Companies

Ariel Hurwitz Greene Real Estate
Bank of Ann Arbor

Clarendale Senior Living
Key Private Bank

Limelight, LLC
Retirement Income Solutions

Anonymous 
Joelle Abramowitz

Dr. Jeremy & Rabbi Sara Adler
Larry & Sue Adler

Carol and Herb Amster (z”l)
Henry & Harlene (z”l) Appelman

Levana & Stephen Aronson
Brad & Robin Axelrod
Bernie & Barb Banet
Laurie & Jeff Barnett

A. Candace Bulkley
Joshua & Marla Chinsky
Judy & Malcolm Cohen

Mark Daskin & Babette Levy
Daskin

Philip & Syma Kroll
Jessica ‘Decky’ Alexander &

Bruce Kutinsky
Judie & Jerry Lax

Stacey Lee
Carolyn & Paul Litcher

Evie S. Lichter (z”l)
Evie (z”l) & Allen LichterNancy &

Phil (z”l) Margolis
Geraldine L. Markel, PhD &

Sheldon F. Markel, MD
Randy & Patti Milgrom

Sharon & Chuck Newman
Marylen S. Oberman, Ph.D.

Susan R. Fisher
Eileen & Gary Freed

Judith & Paul Freedman
Hillary Murt & Bruce Friedman

Marilyn Gallatin (z”l)
Joshua Pokempner & Gretchen

Gardner
Rita & Charles (z”l) Gelman

Steve & Joyce Gerber
Thea & Elliot (z”l) Glicksman

Ed & Mona Goldman
Cantor Regina & Mr. Avishay Hayut

Carol & Gideon (z”l) Hoffer
Rabba Yael & Rabbi Will Keller

Steve & Shira Klein

Martha Oleinick (z”l)
Donald C. & Edith B. Peltz (z”l)

Susan & Murray Rebner
Drs. Monica & Ben Rosen

Andrew & Marci Rosenberg
Jennifer & Eric Rosenberg
Prue & Ami (z”l) Rosenthal

Art & Mary Schuman
Gil Seinfeld

Harriet & Marvin Selin (z”l)
Miriam Beth Shaw

Carey & David Sherman
Carol Smokler

Terri Ginsburg & Jeffrey Spoon

Tamar Springer & Steve Stancroft
Barry Nemon & Barbara Stark-

Nemon
Joshua & Marci Sukenic
Ron & Lonnie Sussman

June Swartz
Larry & Roberta Tankanow

Joan Lowenstein & Jonathan Trobe
Zelma H. Weisfeld (z”l)

Donna Winkelman
Sarajane Winkelman
Martha & Eric Young

Charlene Oventhal Yudowin

Benjamin Shovers 
Rebecca and Mike Shriberg 
Marilyn Siegel 
Eve Silberman 
Karen and Harry Silverman 
Brandy Sinco 
Zora and Allen Singer 
Brenda and Sandor Slomovits 
Linda and Bruce Sokolove 
Irina Burman and Samuel
Solovyev 
Maxine and Alan Solvay 
Francyne Stacey 
Stefanie Stockdale 
Roger Stutesman 
Donna Tal 
Ellen Barahal Taylor and Stephen
Taylor 
Daniel and Erin Tobes* 
Emily and Kenneth Wachsberger 
Dietmar Wagner 
Charles Weaver 
Miriam Weininger 
Susan Weitz 
Diane and Kevan Wilson 
Diane Winder 
Margo and Douglas Woll 
Tanya and William Wright 
Charlene Yudowin* 
Barbara Reed and Philip Zazove 
Janis Zinn 
Anonymous  

THANK YOU TO THE JEWISH FEDERATION'S LIFE & LEGACY SOCIETY
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IKosher Cuisine 
Salads for a succulent summer Shabbat
By Lonnie Sussman
Our wonderful trip with Road Scholars to the 
beaches of Normandy and then on the Seine 
River back to Paris is over. Our main reason for 
going was to see Normandy, the beaches, the 
small towns on the coast, and the beauty and 
bounty of this area. I’ve written already that 
my dad landed at Utah beach a few months af-
ter D-Day and then spent time at the village of 
Ste. Marie Eglise guarding the coast. We were 
there at both places. Other people on our trip 
had the same story with their fathers. As you 
can imagine, it was very emotional and very 
special to be in these places. We were at the 
American Cemetery on Memorial Day! Again, 
so much emotion, so many thoughts, and we 
all have enormous gratitude for those who 
fought, those who died, those who planned 
the invasion into France to liberate the coun-
try and went on to defeat the German army. 
The more we learned about the events of that 
period, the more we realized there is more to 
learn, to remember and understand the im-
portance of being there in person. 

Yes, we saw the home of Monet and were 
stunned by the beauty of the gardens and the 
lilies. We loved strolling through the neighbor-
hoods of Paris, hearing more stories about the 
Resistance and bravery of the French citizens, 
the protection of the art in the Louvre during 
the occupation, and so much more. I don’t 
usually travel for the food because so many 
iconic dishes are not what we eat. We do eat 
fish, but the fish was mostly cod. It’s a nice mild 
white fish and the sauces were excellent, but 
we had it nearly every day on the boat ride. The 
best foods were desserts, apple tarts, chocolate 
yummies and ice cream, and the cheese and 
wines. It’s summer and we crave filling salads 
and one more dessert. Here are some ideas. 

Rice Salad 
The Silver Palate by Julee Rosso and Sheila 
Lukins with Michael McLaughlin 
Serves 8–10

8 cups hot cooked basmati or your choice 
of rice

1 sweet red pepper and 1 green pepper, 
stemmed, cored, and cut into thin juli-
enne pieces

1 red onion, peeled and diced
6 scallions, cleaned and finely sliced
1 cup dried currants (or raisins)
2 shallots, peeled and finely diced
1 10-oz package of frozen peas, thawed 

and blanched in boiling salt water for 3 
minutes 

½ cup black olives, finely chopped
¼ cup chopped parsley
½ cup chopped dill
Salt and pepper to taste

Vinaigrette
Makes 1½ cups
1 tbs Dijon mustard
4 tbs red wine vinegar
1 tsp granulated sugar
½ tsp salt
½ tsp freshly ground pepper
Minced parsley or fresh chives, to taste
½ cup olive oil 

Put the mustard in a bowl and whisk in every-
thing but the olive oil. Then dribble in the olive 
oil until the mixture thickens. 

Transfer the cooked rice to a mixing bowl, 
pour 1½ cups vinaigrette into the rice, and 
mix thoroughly. Cool to room temperature. 
Add the rest of the ingredients and toss again 
to mix everything. Taste to correct seasoning 

and add more vinaigrette if needed. Refrig-
erate if made in advance but best at room 
temperature for serving. 

Romaine and Summer Vegetable 
Salad and Lime Vinaigrette 
From The Greens Cookbook by Deborah 
Madison
Serves 4–6

1 head of romaine lettuce or several 
of the small heads of red and green 
romaine. Cut the smaller inner leaves 
into 1-inch square pieces, wash and 
dry them, and refrigerate until need-
ed to construct the salad.

1 small red onion, quartered and thinly 
sliced. Cover the slices with cold wa-
ter and put in refrigerator until ready 
to serve. Then drain the onion slices 
and add them to the rest of the salad 
ingredients. 

2 small yellow pattypan squash or 
zucchini, sliced ¼ inch thick. Bring 
a quart of water to a boil, add a tea-
spoon of salt and then the squash, 
and boil for about 30 seconds. Then 
move it to a bowl of cold water to stop 
the cooking and drain and dry on a 
towel. 

16 cherry tomatoes, either yellow or red 
or mixed colors and sliced in half

1 small red bell pepper or a mixture 
of different colored peppers, thinly 
sliced into rounds or strips 

4 large red radishes, thinly sliced
1 cup jicama, cut into ½ inch cubes
1 large avocado, peeled and sliced
2 small cucumbers or 1 large cucum-

ber, sliced into wedges
½ cup grated cheese of your choice
1 to 2 tbs chives, sliced into small 

rounds for garnish
Parsley or cilantro for more garnish. 

Lime Vinaigrette
2 limes, grated and juiced
1 tbs sherry vinegar 
2 to 3 tbs cilantro
¼ tsp ground cumin seeds or powder
1 clove garlic, finely chopped
½ tsp salt
6 tbs olive oil

Combine the grated lime peel and juice, 
vinegar, and herbs and seasoning in a bowl 
and then whisk in the olive oil. Taste and 
adjust for the salt and tartness.

Escarole and White Bean Salad with 
Fennel and Gruyere Cheese
The Greens Cookbook by Deborah Madison
Serves 4–6

½ cup small dry white beans (or use a 
can of cannellini or other white bean, 
rinsed)

¼ tsp salt

1 tbs chives, sliced into narrow rounds
1–2 tbs parsley, chopped
1 tsp fresh tarragon
1 small fennel bulb or several celery 

stalks, sliced into ¼ inch pieces
3 oz Gruyere cheese, cut into narrow 

matchsticks
About 12 cups of a mixture of escarole, 

curly endive, romaine hearts and 
radicchio

2 tbs butter
2 slices rye bread or your choice

Mustard Vinaigrette
¼ tsp dried tarragon
¼ tsp fennel seeds
1 ½ tbs sherry vinegar
¼ tsp salt
1 ½ tsp Dijon mustard
2 tbs crème fraiche or sour cream
6 tbs olive oil 

Grind the tarragon and fennel seeds with 
a pestle to bruise them and partially break 
them up. Put them in a bowl with the vin-
egar, salt, mustard and crème fraiche or sour 
cream and stir until the mixture is smooth. 
Whisk in the olive oil until the sauce thick-
ens. This is a very strong dressing for a 
strong salad. 

Salad Niçoise
Essentials of French Cooking by William So-
noma 
Serves 6
The best salad I had in France was this one in 
a wonderful family-run restaurant with the 
hardest working staff I’ve ever seen. They 
cleared tables of 8 by carrying all the dishes 
and silverware in one huge pile and cheer-
fully brought more water and anything else 
we wanted with a smile. When they brought 
my salad Niçoise I saw about 10 anchovies, 
which are classic for this salad, I had to say, 
“no thanks”. I gave them to another person 
who loved them far more than I do.  

1 lb haricot verts (aka, thin green beans) 
trimmed, cooked in boiling water 
for 2–3 minutes, then using a slotted 
spoon, removed and rinsed under cold 
water and then set aside.

4 potatoes, boiled in the same water as 
the green beans until tender, about 
10–12 minutes, drained and rinsed 
under cool water and cut into chunks.

4 to 6 eggs, hard boiled and then peeled 
and cut in half lengthwise.

1 head of Boston or Butter lettuce (or 
your choice). Separate the leaves, rinse, 
and dry.

4 ripe tomatoes, but this is not peak to-
mato season so I would use the cherry 
tomatoes like Flavor Bombs. If using 
ripe tomatoes, cut into quarters.

1 can olive oil-packed tuna and 12 an-
chovy fillets if you like them

⅓ cup Niçoise olives or any black olive 
(I couldn’t find Niçoise in the 2 stores 
I went to) 

¼ cup extra virgin olive oil

2 cups red wine vinegar (or what you 
have in the pantry)

½ tsp sea salt and freshly ground pepper 
to taste 

Arrange the salad leaves on a large platter 
and make small mounds of the green beans, 
potatoes and tuna on top. Arrange the egg 
halves around the mounds and scatter the 
anchovies and olives on top. Drizzle the olive 
oil and vinegar and add salt and pepper. 

A yummy alternative dressing for 
any simple green salad 
Essentials of French Cooking by William-
Sonoma 
8 servings

6 cups green lettuce of your choice (aru-
gula, romaine lettuce, etc.)

4 tsp each of Champagne vinegar and 
extra virgin olive oil

2 tsp each of balsamic vinegar and Dijon 
mustard

2 shallots, finely chopped
2 tsp minced fresh tarragon

Yogurt Cake
from “Food and Wine”
Serves 10
I made a French-themed Shabbat dinner on 
our first Shabbat after the trip. This was the 
dessert and everyone loved it!

Baking spray with flour, or butter the 
bottom of a pan and dust with a little 
flour

4.9-oz size cup of either French style 
yogurt (La Fermiere) or a Greek-style 
yogurt with vanilla. You may want 
more for serving.

3 eggs
⅓ cup sugar
⅔ cup canola oil or other vegetable oil
1 tsp orange zest
1 tsp vanilla extract
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp baking powder
½ tsp kosher salt
Powdered sugar for dusting
Fresh berries of your choice

Preheat oven to 350 degrees and lightly coat a 
9-inch round cake pan with the baking spray. 
Whisk together the yogurt, eggs, granulated
sugar, oil, orange zest, and vanilla extract in a 
large bowl until smooth. Add the flour, bak-
ing powder, and salt, and whisk the dry in-
gredients until just incorporated. Pour batter
into the prepared cake pan and smooth the
top. Bake in the preheated oven until golden
brown and wooden toothpick inserted into
the center of the cake comes out clean. This
will take about 35–40 minutes. Let cool in
pan for 10 minutes and run a knife around
the edge to loosen the cake. Invert onto a
wire rack and let cake cool completely for 1–2 
hours. Dust with powdered sugar and serve
slices with the berries and additional yogurt
if you want. You could also make this same
recipe in a loaf pan.

The menu for this Shabbat dinner:
French cheeses (2) with some crackers
Sliced cuke-cumber
Cream of cauliflower soup
Salad Niçoise without the tuna
Grilled tuna steaks (large steaks cut into ½ 
or ⅓)
Yogurt take and strawberries and blue-
berries. n



15Washtenaw Jewish News * JULY 2026

I
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Stained-glass beauty in Saline
By Candace Bulkley and Trina Fuller

Candace and Trina became friends in 
the Temple Beth Emeth adult b-mitzvah 
class that graduated in 2022. They will be 
honing their palates, visiting, and writing 
about a variety of independent, locally 
owned Washtenaw County restaurants, 
catering to a variety of dietary preferences.

After a couple of very enjoyable 
personal visits to Salt Springs 
Brewery over the past year, we 

thought it might be time to make an “of-
ficial” visit for the WJN. The brewery is lo-
cated in the heart of downtown Saline and 
housed in a century-old former church 
which is well known for the breathtaking 
stained-glass window on its eastern wall. 
We visited on a clear blue Friday evening 
and the dimming light reflected from out-
side gave the lofty dining room a lovely 
golden hue. 

While settling in, we ordered a flight 
of beer which was made on site and con-
sisted of four, 4 oz pours. We chose a nice 
and crisp rice lager, a sweet and wheaty 
blood orange hefeweizen, another wheat 
and sweet forward American ale called 
Loganberry Skies, and Pink Boots — 
also an American style ale with hints of 
strawberry and grassy notes (admittedly 
chosen partly because we liked the name). 
They were all distinct and very enjoyable. 

When in a brewery, you may want to 
try some classic bar fare and as fate would 
have it, this dining duo has a soft spot for 
pulled chicken nachos. There they were 
on the menu and we could not resist or-
dering them. The nachos were a gener-
ous serving — large enough to share as 
an appetizer for four people — and had 
plentiful toppings. We especially liked 
the creamy white cheddar mornay sauce 
which gave better cheese coverage to all 

the salty tortilla chips. Whole black beans 
complemented the smoky chicken and 
plentiful pickled jalapenos brought some 
heat! It was a perfect pairing with our beer.

In choosing our entrées, we could have 
continued with the bar food theme, but 
chose to try some loftier menu items. We 
were immediately drawn to the Chicken 
Milanese with an arugula and marinated 
artichoke salad. A generous chicken breast 
pounded thin, coated with crunchy panko 
breading, and fried to a perfect crisp was 
accompanied by enough peppery arugula 
that it could almost have been an entrée 
salad — we had plenty to share! Despite be-
ing applied with a heavy hand, the lemon 
dressing on the greens paired with the briny 
artichokes was bright and provided just the 
right acidic contrast with the savory flavor 
of the fried chicken. 

Our second entrée selection was Spring 
Mushroom Risotto, which featured roasted 
wild mushrooms, grilled portobello mush-
rooms, peas, mint, and vegan parmesan 
cheese. 

Risotto is a risky prospect on any menu. 
To be made properly, it should be made to 
order, which is time consuming but worth 
it. The starchy Arborio rice doesn’t hold up 
well to being cooked in advance and held. 
Our risotto suffered a humiliating fate in 
execution. Somehow its flavor reminded us 
of Thanksgiving stuffing — the flavors were 
heavy and muddled, the rice was gummy. 
The peas — usually a harbinger of the ar-
rival of spring — were sad and over cooked, 
roasted wild mushrooms and mint were no-
where to be found. We did not come close 
to finishing it and opted not to take the left-
overs home. 

Our service started out well and was at-
tentive until we fell off of our server’s radar. 

There was no mention or notice of the uneaten 
risotto until we brought it to their attention. 
While the risotto was removed from our bill 
there was no offer to “make it right” or the 
hospitality industry standard, “I’m sorry you 
didn’t enjoy your meal, dessert is on us!” We 
only noticed the removal of the meal when 
we went to pay the bill. Dining out is more 
expensive than ever and it is understandable 
that sometimes food and service expectations 
fall short. The art is in the recovery from those 
service shortfalls which have a bearing on 
whether you feel seen and valued as a guest or 
ultimately return. Training your staff matters, 
communication matters, where you choose to 
spend your dining dollars matters. 

Although we didn’t order any, desserts 
are made locally and according to the menu, 
many of the purveyors are local as well — that 
is something we can always tip our hat to! Res-
ervations at Salt Springs Brewery were easy to 
make online and our table was ready when we 
arrived. If you prefer al fresco dining, there is 
a charming patio and covered pergola to enjoy 
in fair weather. n

Salt Springs Brewery

117 S. Ann Arbor St., Saline

saltspringsbrewery.com 734.295.9191



16 Washtenaw Jewish News * JULY 2026

ICommunity 
Frankel Center 2026 graduates
By Laura Pasek

“I Am Jewish” — HDS class of 2026 edition
By Orit Aviran

The Frankel Center for Judaic Stud-
ies at the University of Michigan is 
proud to announce the graduation 

of its Class of 2026. This year’s ceremony, 
featuring remarks by Associate Director 
Devi Mays and Interim Director Deborah 
Dash Moore, celebrates a diverse and highly 
accomplished group of students dedicated 
to the study of Jewish history, culture, and 
language.

Undergraduate Achievements
The undergraduate program currently 

supports 11 major and 31 minor students. 
The Class of 2026 includes 22 graduating 
students, all of whom have completed a mi-
nor in Judaic Studies alongside a wide array 
of primary majors including Psychology, 
Biomolecular Science, Industrial & Opera-
tions Engineering, and Public Policy.  

Several students were recognized for 
their exceptional academic contributions:
Gabrielle Taichman: Deborah Dash Moore 
Award for Academic Excellence.  

Gaya Pedersen: Jeffrey Veidlinger Award 
for Dedication to the Frankel Center.  

Samantha Caminker: Outstanding Under-
graduate Essay Award.  

Noah Marks: Outstanding Yiddish Stu-
dent Award.  

The Center distributed Judaic Studies 
minors to 22 students: 
Camila Baca Ante: Psychology major  

Daniel Bernstein: Communication and 
Media major; Global Media Studies minor  

Eitan Borenstein: Biomolecular Science 
major; Computer Science minor  

Jordan Goldstein: International Studies 
major (International Security, Norms and 
Cooperation subplan); Entrepreneurship 
minor  

Hannah Goldwin: Biology, Health, and 
Society major  

Eli Greenberg: History major  

Mitchell Greenberger: International Stud-
ies major (International Security, Norms 
and Cooperation subplan)  

Ethan Grey: Biology, Health, and Society 
major  

Elijah Hall: Composition major (Percus-

sion subplan); Performance major (Per-
cussion subplan)  

Sydney Jacob: Organizational Studies ma-
jor  

Callie Mayer: Communication and Media 
major  

Ella Neuwirth: Political Science major; 
Public Policy minor  

Charles Niehaus: Industrial and Opera-
tions Engineering major  

Alana Rosen: Communication and Media 
major; Business Administration minor  

Philip Sayah: History major; Political Sci-
ence minor  

Isaiah Singer: Biology, Health, and Society 
major; Business Administration minor  

Alexis Spector: Political Science major  

Gabrielle Taichman: History major (Hon-
ors subplan); Political Science minor  

Benjamin Tankel: Economics major; In-
ternational Studies major (Political Eco-
nomic and Development subplan)  

Peter Wathen: History major; Political 
Science major  

Andrew Weider: Public Policy major  

Abigail Winner: International Studies 
major (International Security, Norms and 
Cooperation subplan); Political Science 
major

Graduate Excellence
The Frankel Center also celebrates its 

21 students currently enrolled in the Judaic 
Studies Graduate Certificate program. This 
year’s cohort includes PhD candidates from 
various disciplines, including:  
Emilie Duranceau-Lapointe (History) 

Brittany Joyce (Greek and Roman History)  

Pragya Kaul Guido (History) 

Allen Kendall (Ancient History, Greek 
and Roman History)  

The Frankel Center remains a vibrant 
hub for academic excellence at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, and we look forward to 
the continued success of our 2026 graduates 
as they bring their expertise into the wider 
world.  n

Every year, the fifth graders at He-
brew Day School of Ann Arbor take 
on one of the most meaningful chal-

lenges of their education and ask a deceptive-
ly simple question: Who am I as a Jew?

This year, under the guidance of HaMo-
rah Leah (Lisa Bernstein), students didn’t 
stop at their own reflections. They inter-
viewed parents, school staff, and community 
members — and the answers they brought 
back revealed a rich, authentic spectrum of 
Jewish life.

For instance, when Davina interviewed 
Rav Will Keller and asked why he makes 
being Jewish part of his life, she received an 
answer worth keeping: “There are so many 
entry points, so many ways in. It’s a tradition 
that rewards discovery — and there’s always 
more to discover”.

Yonatan’s interview with Dr. Beth Pear-

Ori, meanwhile, found his own angle on 
connection and heritage: “I love how when 
you go to a temple, the whole congregation 
says ‘Hi’ to you … We have many recipes 
from my great-grandparents and my great-
great-grandparents and we have a box of all 
of them.”

As for continuity, this year’s most poi-
gnant moment of closure came from Noga 
Turjeman. Noga attended Gan with her 
friends from class 2026, then returned with 
her family to Israel — and now, for the fi-
nal semester of elementary school, she came 
back to Ann Arbor to finish alongside her 
classmates.

In her essay, she wrote with characteristic 
directness: “To belong to a Jewish commu-
nity is like another family: we go together to 
school, celebrate the holidays, and live to-
gether. We also help each other.”

son drew out a candid observation about 
the connection between Jewish values and 
professional calling: “My Judaism guided 
me toward the helping professions. Statis-
tically, there tend to be higher numbers of 
Jewish people in mental health, healthcare, 
and teaching — and I don’t think that’s a 
coincidence.”

In Solly’s interview with HaMorah Jan-
ice Lieberman — who retired this year af-
ter two decades at HDS — she described 
how, after years of feeling less connected 
to Jewish life, it was working at HDS that 
reignited something: “I loved being sur-
rounded by so many people who felt joy in 
being Jewish.” The project she helped gen-
erations of students complete had quietly 
done the same for her.

Eva’s interview with Gilad Book, father 
of two HDS students, touched on belief in 
God and went deep. Book reflected: “Part 
of the reason I can’t explain exactly what 
kind of God I believe in is that it’s a very 
big and complicated topic — and part of it 
is that it’s something very personal.” Eva, 
age 12, processed that in her own essay: 
“I do believe that God is an idea — and 
a good idea, that gives people hope when 
times are hard.”

Eva also captured something universal 
about Jewish belonging: “We share a belief, 
as Jews all over the world — even people 
we’ve never met and never will meet — 
that one day, there will be world peace. 
This is one of my favorite things about be-
ing Jewish.”

It didn’t take long for her connection to 
the Jewish values planted at HDS — deep-
ened in Israel and carried across an ocean — 
to reconnect with the classroom.

More than a capstone
“I Am Jewish” is the signature project of 

the school’s graduating class — but it doesn’t 
begin in fifth grade. It is the culmination of 
years during which students wrestle honestly 
with questions of faith, identity, community, 
and the kind of person they want to become. 
The range that emerged from this year’s es-
says — from Yonatan’s declaration that “the 
pride of being Jewish is great and I get it most 
often with my family” to Ellie’s candid reflec-
tion that Jewish values teach her “to be a good 
person — and without kindness, the world 
can’t function” — cannot be manufactured. 

We are filled with wonder as we watch 
these young minds come into their own. We 
have no doubt that they will do great things 
in the world — and we at Hebrew Day School 
of Ann Arbor will follow their journeys with 
tremendous pride.

Class of 2026 — Alu VeHatzlichu! Rise 
and prosper! 

For more about Hebrew Day School of 
Ann Arbor: hdsaa.org | office@hdsaa.org n
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continued to page 19

I
When a Jewish language is lost, we lose more than just words
By Aviya Kushner

This story was originally published in the 
Forward on June 11. To get the Forward’s 
free email newsletters delivered to your 
inbox, go to forward.com/newsletters.
Always Carry Salt, By Samantha Ellis 
(Pegasus Books, 288 pages, $29)

This charming and important memoir 
starts with two mothers in a cold Lon-
don playground talking about where to 
send their young children to school. One 
mother says she would like her son to go 
to a French nursery so he could grow up 
with two languages, just like her. But then 
this playground moment takes a surpris-
ing turn.

“Why not send him to a nursery in 
your language?” one mother asks.

“I can’t,” author Samantha Ellis re-
sponds. “My language is dead.”

Ellis grew up speaking Judeo-Iraqi 
Arabic. Her mother tongue isn’t exactly 
dead, but it is dying, like many Jewish 
languages that are not Hebrew or Yid-
dish, and like many of the beautiful Jew-
ish languages spoken by Jews of the Arab 
world. The Jewish community in Iraq is 
one of the world’s oldest, dating back to 
the sixth century B.C.E., when Nebuchad-
nezzar conquered Judea and sent most of 

the population there into exile in Babylonia. In 
1939, Baghdad was at least one-third Jewish. 
As of Passover 2021, there were reportedly just 
four elderly Jews left in Iraq.

“Ghosts walk the pages of almost every Iraqi 
Jewish book I have read,” Ellis writes.

Always Carry Salt is about language, food, 
family, and above all, a way of being. Ellis, 
whose other books include How to Be a Hero-
ine and Take Courage, as well as plays like How 
to Date a Feminist, struggles with the fact that 
she is not wholly bilingual. She herself is part of 
why her language is dying. But then, after the 
birth of her son, she wants to pass Judeo-Iraqi-
Arabic, and all the history and recipes it carries, 
onto him, and eventually, to us.

Food as a Way Into a Culture
I loved reading the many Judeo-Iraqi-Ara-

bic idioms about the heart, like ekel kallsi, or 
“he ate my heart.”

Ellis often reserves the starring role for 
words related to food. When she wants to tell 
us that everything feels upside down or inside 
out, she says we are living eeyun al balangan, 
“in the days of the aubergines.”

While trying to describe a dish Iraqi Jews 
eat, she turns to etymology and history, and 
sometimes to literature. Before offering her 
recipe for makhboose, or date cookies, she ex-
pounds upon The Epic of Gilgamesh in which 
bread is said to make the wild man, Enkidu, hu-
man. She then goes on to discuss a rolling pin 
that can imprint your dough with a Cuneiform 
passage from Gilgamesh. 

Farhud
As you might guess, this book is not linear; it 

has its own rhythm and its own way of present-

ing a story as Ellis investigates complicated 
subjects like why some languages are dying, 
the deep roots of contemporary antisemitism, 
and the lasting effects of the Farhud — the 
massacre of Jews in Baghdad in 1941.

“Farhud” means “the breakdown of order.” 
It was once called a “pogrom,” but Ellis quotes 
her grandmother’s cousin, historian Sylvia 
Haim, who once asked, “Why use the Russian 
word, pogrom, when we have a perfectly good 
word of our own?”

By the time Ellis asks her grandmother, 
who lived through the Farhud at age 11, to de-
scribe the massacre in 1941 — during which 
“for 30 days, Baghdad’s Jews stayed at home, 
terrified, listening to Rashid Ali and the 
mufti broadcast antisemitism. Swastikas and 
violence filled the streets,” permanently trans-
forming Iraqi Jews’ sense of safety after thou-
sands of years there — readers understand it’s 
not just about the loss of physical lives but also 
about the beginning of the diffusion of a com-
munity and an entire culture.

Ellis is the child of a father whose family 
fled shortly after the Farhud, when around 
180 Jews were murdered, and many Jewish 
women were raped, along with thousands in-
jured, and a mother whose family tried des-
perately to stay in Iraq, thinking it would get 
better. And so just in the lives of her parents, 
she is able to offer an important window into 
how Iraqi Jews were treated after the Farhud, 
and then, after the establishment of the State 
of Israel.

She explains that in the early decades of 
the 20th century, Zionism was seen as an 
Ashkenazi priority. But eventually, as vari-
ous harrowing episodes make clear, it became 
increasingly dangerous to be Jewish in Iraq. 

According to a law passed in March 1950, 
Jews could leave, but they had to renounce 
their Iraqi citizenship, becoming stateless 
on their exit.

Then came the financial devastation. In 
March 1951, “when the denaturalization 
law was about to expire and 125,000 Jews 
had registered to leave, the Iraqi govern-
ment met in secret and passed another 
law: they would seize property, money, 
and assets from all 125,000 Jews, as well as 
any Jews who had already left Iraq,” Ellis 
writes. “The law came into force overnight, 
leaving many Iraqi Jews destitute and 
starving, relying on charity as they waited 
for the planes to come.” Only a few thou-
sand Jews stayed behind in Iraq, including 
Ellis’s mother’s family.

While it has always been a criminal of-
fense in Iraq to have any connection with 
Israel, as of 2021, having any association 
with Israel is punishable by death. This 
means it is deeply dangerous for Ellis and 
other Iraqi Jews to visit Iraq; she cannot 
even go on a heritage tour.

But despite all this history, or perhaps, 
because of it, Ellis is trying to hold onto 
words and ways of framing the world. She 
is also racing against time. She knows that 
what makes a language “endangered” is 
when mothers don’t teach it to children. 
She knows that the Jews who grew up in 
Baghdad are dying out. And while try-
ing to pass along Judeo-Iraqi-Arabic to 
her own British-Iraqi son, she manages to 
pass along the story of a community to the 
world. n

New Jewish-Arab political party 
debuts in Israel, aiming to topple 
Netanyahu
By Rachel Fink

July Calendar
edu at least one day before 
scheduled meeting day every 
Wednesday (except major 
Jewish holidays). 2 p.m.

Thursday 9

Friday 10
Candlelight 8:54 p.m.

Saturday 11, Matot-Massei, 
Havdallah 10:03 p.m.

Sunday 12

Monday 13 

Tuesday 14 

Wednesday 15 Rosh Hodesh 
Av

Thursday 16
Amster Gallery Paul Ranalli 
Reception: JCC. 6 p.m.

Friday 17
Candlelight 8:50 p.m.

Saturday 18 Devarim
Havdallah 9:57 p.m. 

Sunday 19

Monday 20 

Tuesday 21

Wednesday 22 

Thursday 23 Tisha b’Av

Friday 24
Candlelight 8:44 p.m.

Saturday 25 Va’etchanan
Havdallah 9:50 p.m. 

Sunday 26

Monday 27 

Tuesday 28

Wednesday 29
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yid-
dish Conversation & Reading 
Group, see above): Zoom. 2 
p.m.

Thursday 30

Friday 31
Candlelight 8:37 p.m. n

Always check websites or call 
for updates before planning 
to attend anything listed here. 

Wednesday 1
America’s Seder: 6 p.m.

Thursday 2

Friday 3
Candle Lighting 8:57 p.m.

Saturday 4 Pinchas
Havdallah 10:06 p.m. 

Sunday 5

Monday 6

Tuesday 7

Wednesday 8
Yidish tish: (Virtual) (Yid-
dish Conversation & Read-
ing Group): Zoom. About 
45 minutes each of conver-
sation and reading. Free and 
open to all those interested in 
Yiddish language, literature, 
and culture, no matter what 
level of proficiency. For more 
information email Elliot H. 
Gertel at egertel@umich.

This story was originally published 
in the Forward on June 16. To get 
the Forward’s free email newsletters 
delivered to your inbox, go to forward.
com/newsletters.

Anewly established Jew-
ish-Arab political party 
debuted Tuesday and is 

joining the crowded field vying to 
take down Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s ruling coalition in Israel’s 
next election, slated for October.

Makom Lekulanu, which trans-
lates to A Place for Us All, is led by 
Rula Daood and Alon-Lee Green, co-
founders of the Israeli-Palestinian co-
existence organizing group Standing 
Together. Other Standing Together 
leaders will also join the party, in-
cluding Haifa City Council member 
Sally Abed; Ghadir Hani, a Palestin-
ian peace and women’s rights activist; 
Itamar Avneri, a Tel Aviv-Jaffa city 
council member; and Yonatan Zei-
gen, whose mother, well-known peace 
activist Vivian Silver, was killed by 
Hamas on Oct. 7, 2023, in her home 

at Kibbutz Be’eri.
According to Daood and others who 

spoke at a press conference in Naza-
reth publicly launching the new party, 
Makom Lekulanu’s platform will focus 
on many of the same issues that Stand-
ing Together has organized around for 
years: peace, social justice, soaring vio-
lence and crime in Arab communities, 
the cost of living and climate justice.

Party leaders say they are running 
not only to oppose Netanyahu and his 
coalition, which currently includes 
far-right extremists National Security 
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir and Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, but to offer a 
fundamentally different vision.

“We are doing this because this is the 
last moment to save our society,” Daood 
told the modest crowd, many of whom 
were clad in the telltale purple that has 
become synonymous with Standing To-
gether. “We are being abandoned, mur-
dered; our future is going up in flames. 
And I know that in order to repair 
things, it is not enough to say only what 
we oppose. We also have to say what we 
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July at Beth Israel

Merle Feld 

Tisha B’Av 

Together we sit on the ground 
and mourn for the peace of Jerusalem, 
like the treasure we each wanted — 
we pulled and we pulled, 
you pulled and I pulled, 
and yes, of course, 
finally we succeeded 
in pulling it apart. 

We watched together 
as it fell to the ground 
and smashed at our feet, 
tears sprang to my eyes, 
tears to yours, 
each 
separately 
longing to undo the moment, 
to walk backwards into the past, 
to undo the moment, 
the moments of pulling, 
to walk backwards into the past 
to the moment when 
we could have shared 
or taken turns 
or something. 

Come my friend 
(for haven’t we become friends after all 
sharing our intimate 
our primal pain) 
come my friend, 
come sit with me on the ground, 
let us heap ashes on each other, 
gently tenderly 
I will teach you the melody 
of my Echa, 
together we will sit on the ground 
and mourn for the peace of Jerusalem. 

From Merle Feld, ©A Spiritual Life: Exploring  
the Heart and Jewish Tradition 
(revised edition 2007, SUNY Press) 

Thursday, July 23, 2:30 p.m.: Tisha B’Av 
Minchah
Tisha B’Av is the saddest day on the Jewish 
calendar — the anniversary of the destruc-
tion of both temples in Jerusalem, when 
we also commemorate other tragedies like 
the expulsions of Jews from England and 
from Spain. We observe Tisha B’Av with a 
full fast from sunset to sunset. During eve-
ning and morning services, we chant the 
biblical book of Eichah (Lamentations), 
traditionally attributed to the prophet Jer-
emiah, who wrote it in the aftermath of 
the destruction of the First Temple in 586 
BCE.

Rebecca Niebuurt from JFS Speaks at 
Services
Saturday, July 25, 9:30 a.m.
Rebecca Niebuurt from Jewish Family Ser-
vices of Washtenaw County will speak at 
services and give us an update about the 
important work that JFS does and how it 
has been impacted by recent legislation 
changes. She will also talk about JFS re-
sources that are available to our congre-
gants.
Theology Book Club — Online
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Beth Israel Congregation’s Theology 
Book Club welcomes you to join them to 
read together and discuss books on Jew-
ish thought and beliefs. The books are in 
English. Contact Paul Shifrin at (248) 514-
7276 for more information. 

In Person and Online Services 
Minyan 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the M&M Chapel 
and online
Sundays–Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. online 
only

Friday Evening Services — in person and 
virtual
Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 6 p.m.

Shabbat Morning Services — in person 
and virtual
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m..n

Everyone is welcome to join Beth Israel for 
services, classes, and events. Services are be-
ing held in person and virtually, unless oth-
erwise noted on the calendar. Below is a list 
of the links to participate virtually in servic-
es at Beth Israel. Beth Israel is live streaming 
services on the Beth Israel YouTube channel 
(Beth Israel Congregation AA MI). All links 
are also available on the Beth Israel homep-
age (www.bethisrael-aa.org). Please note 
that passwords are used. Contact the office 
to get the passwords at office@bethisrael-aa.
org.
America’s Seder: Celebrating 250 Years of 
Democracy and Freedom
Wednesday, July 1, 6 p.m.
Join together as a community for an evening 
of good food, festive drinks, great discus-
sion, civic learning and engagement, and 
song! Dietary laws observed. Tickets are $18 
per person, $36 per family. Registration is 
required by June 25 through JLive. Ann Ar-
bor location to be shared after registration. 
This event is sponsored by A More Perfect 
Union: The Jewish Partnership for Democ-
racy, Beth Israel Congregation, Temple Beth 
Emeth, and the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Committee of Greater Ann Arbor. 
Register at https://jlive.app/events/15913.

Aura of Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, July 3, 6 p.m.
A Jewish Renewal inspired singing ser-
vice led by Rabbi Aura Ahuvia. The choir, 
dubbed the “Holy Levites,” will be holding a 
rehearsal at 5:30 p.m. leading right up to and 
seamlessly into services. All are welcome to 
attend.

Fiddler on the Roof at The Encore Theater 
in Dexter
Sunday, July 12, 1:45 p.m.
Brought to the Encore Theatre by Beth Israel 
members, Marci and Steve Feinberg. Join 
your Beth Israel friends for an afternoon at 
the theatre! Tickets are $50 for adults, and 
$30 for kids ages 5–17. The theatre does not 
allow kids 4 and under. Most of the available 
seats are up a flight of stairs with no eleva-
tor. We have a limited number of accessible 
seating tickets, please email Melanie for de-
tails about this at Mgorman@bethisrael-aa.
org. Register today through our calendar (or 
by June 29 at the latest) Meet Melanie in the 
theatre lobby at 1:45. The Encore Theatre is 
located at 7714 Ann Arbor Street in Dexter, 
48130.

Tot Shabbat
Saturday, July 18 and 25, 11 a.m.
Join us for a playful morning of Jewish songs 
and stories. Challah and grape juice kiddush 
included. For kids age 1 through 1st grade 
and parents, but all are welcome to join. 
Please note that in order to participate in Tot 
Shabbat, all tots must be accompanied by an 
adult. Thanks for helping to make this fun 
and safe for everyone!

Tisha B’Av at Beth Israel
Wednesday, July 22, 8:45 p.m.: Erev Tisha 
B’Av
Thursday, July 23, 9:30 a.m.: Tisha B’Av 
Morning Service

I  
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support.”
“So today I am saying: no to Netanya-

hu, to Ben-Gvir, to Smotrich,” she contin-
ued, to enthusiastic applause. “But I am 
also saying yes. Yes to Israeli-Palestinian 
peace, yes to national and civil equality, 
yes to social justice.” The press confer-
ence took place at the scenic Rose Cafe in 
Nazareth, a choice that underscored the 
message its founders are trying to send. 
This is not, they insisted, a Jewish party 
with token Palestinian representation 
or an Arab party with a couple of Jew-
ish allies, but what Daood called “a truly 
shared party, one of genuine partnership 
between Jews and Arabs.”

According to Abed, this means tear-
ing down the arbitrary dividers that have 
been built around Jewish and Arab lead-
ership.

“I have always been told, ‘You will be 
responsible for Arab society, and we will 
be responsible for Jewish society,’” she 
said. “But I want to lead and take respon-
sibility for all of society, together with my 
Jewish partners.”

“That’s what A Place for Us All will be: 

I  

taking responsibility for all of society, to-
gether, on the path to ending the occupa-
tion, to peace and to real equality.”

A decade organizing

The party grew directly out of Stand-
ing Together, the Jewish-Arab grassroots 
movement founded in 2015. Since the 
Oct. 7 attack, and the ensuing wars in 
Gaza, Lebanon and Iran, Standing To-
gether has become one of Israel’s most 
visible anti-war and anti-occupation 
organizations, growing its membership 
more than tenfold and emerging as a 
prominent voice on the international 
stage as well.

Inside Israel, the movement has orga-
nized ceasefire protests and rallies calling 
for a hostage deal, protected aid convoys 
headed for Gaza from right-wing attacks, 
raised funds for bomb shelters in Bedou-
in communities and provided protective 
presence for Palestinians facing settler 
violence in the West Bank.

For Zeigen, the decision to join the 
slate is rooted in personal loss as well as 

On Matot-Masei: Redeeming the instructions to displace and destroy 
By Rabbi Rachel Barenblat, dvar first delivered on July 22, 2012

God spoke to Moshe on the plains 
of Moab near the Jordan, and 
said: speak to the children of 

Israel and tell them: when you cross the 
Jordan into the land of Canaan, you will 
displace all who dwell in the land … and if 
you do not, they will be as thorns in your 
eyes, they will wound your sides … and 
I will drive you out of the land instead of 
them. — Numbers 33:55–56

Some weeks it’s difficult to draw a clear 
connection between the Torah portion and 
contemporary reality. Not this week. This 
week we’re in parashat Matot–Masei, which 
contains instructions for displacing the Ca-
naanites, as well as instructions regarding 
the future borders of the promised land.

There are those who hold that this week’s 
Torah portion is justification for establish-
ing Jewish sovereignty over “Greater Israel.” 
Are our only options either to accept that 
interpretation, or to disregard these verses 
altogether?

The Hasidic rabbi known as the Sfat 
Emet reads this text creatively. He says that 
we ourselves are the “borders” into which 
holiness can flow. Those other inhabitants, 
he argues, weren’t able to experience the ho-
liness inherent in the land. Only when the 
Israelites entered did the supernal land of 
Israel, the ideal Israel on high, merge with 
the earthly land of Israel here below. And 

when we prepare our hearts and souls with 
Torah, he says, God causes holiness to flow 
into us, contained by the borders of who we 
are.

I love the idea that we ourselves are the 
“borders” into which holiness can flow … 
but I chafe at the ethnocentrism. I espouse 
a post-triumphalist Judaism; I understand 
other religious traditions as meaningful 
paths to God. I can’t accept that only we are 
capable of true holiness and true connection 
with our Source.

What, then, can we do with these verses?
The first thing we might do is look at 

their context. Along with these instructions 
are instructions for destroying the Canaan-
ites’ figured objects, molten images, and cult 
places. Perhaps, then, these instructions 
apply only to the nonbelievers of Biblical 
times; one could argue that today’s mono-
theists are an entirely different category.

Maybe they can be read descriptively 
rather than prescriptively. The Torah isn’t 
arguing that this is what should happen if 
we don’t dispossess the inhabitants of the 
land — rather informing us that this is what 
will happen, the natural karmic outgrowth 
of occupation.

I’m reminded of a poem I read recent-
ly by Palestinian poet Tawfiq Zayyad, in 
the anthology Before There Is Nowhere to 
Stand, a collection of poems arising out of 
the conflict in Israel and Palestine. It’s called 
“Here We Will Stay,” and it begins:

In Lidda, in Ramla, in the Galilee

we shall remain

like a wall upon your chest,

and in your throat

like a shard of glass,

a cactus thorn,

and in your eyes a sandstorm …

A cactus thorn and sand in our eyes — 
that’s more or less what Torah promises.

How do we balance this week’s Torah 
portion, with its instructions regarding 
displacement and violence, with the verses 
in Torah which call us to social justice and 
which champion the needs of the widow, 
the orphan, and the stranger? (For that 
matter, how can we balance the bloody 
slaughter of the Midianites with Torah’s re-
peated calls to seek peace and pursue it?) Is 
it possible, or desirable, to read these verses 
today without thinking of Gaza and the 
West Bank: those who settle in Judea and 
Samaria, and those who argue that the set-
tlements are a primary obstacle to peace?

Allow me to read our Torah portion ex-
pansively. What if we read the verses like 
so:

If you choose to dispossess the inhabit-
ants of the land, then you’d better kill or 
displace all of them — otherwise you’re in 
for a world of reciprocal suffering, a spiral 
of violence which will enmesh generation 
after generation in hatred and bloodshed. 
But maybe someday, when humanity has 
evolved beyond this kind of tribalism, 
you’ll reach the possibility of treating one 
another as fellow human beings despite 
your religious and cultural differences. 
That’s the path to wholeness and peace, and 
if you don’t seek it, you’ll be driven out of 
the land yourselves.

Does Torah actually say this? Not in so 
many words. But we can choose to read 
between the lines, to seek the white fire 
between the black fire of the text. Have 
we collectively evolved to the point where 
we can seek coexistence and common 
ground? I don’t know. I hope and pray that 
the answer is yes.

Rabbi Arthur Segal notes in a d’var To-
rah on Matot-Masei that this week’s por-
tion contains instructions about the “cities 
of refuge” to which accidental murderers 
could flee in order to prevent the vicious 
cycle of blood feuds. He points out that we 
can come away from this week’s Torah por-

tion either “remembering to do genocide to our 
enemies,” or choosing to relinquish vengeance. 
I believe I know which option I would rather 
pursue.

I’ll close with the Torah poem I wrote in 
2008, after a visit to the West Bank. (You can 
find this poem in my book 70 faces, Phoenicia 
2011.)

DOWNSIDE (MAS’EI)

But if you do not dispossess the inhabitants of 
the land, those whom you allow to remain shall 
be stings in your eyes and thorns in your sides, 
and they shall harass you in the land in which 
you live[.] — Numbers 33:55

Here’s the part
God apparently didn’t say
at least not aloud
where anyone could hear:
dispossessing anyone
not as easy as it sounds
and tends to have
side effects
feelings of guilt
among the tender-hearted
and a certain hardening
of those who do battle
refugee camps
persisting for generations
breeding bitter fury
which tends to explode
and don’t forget
the damage done
to your chelek Elohim,
the eternal spark in you
which dims
with each interrogation
each humiliation
of another face of God.

I pray that our wrestle with this week’s Torah 
portion, and with today’s geopolitical realities, 
be for the sake of heaven and for the sake of 
peace. n

New Jewish-Arab Political Party continues from pg. 17
political conviction.

“For years, I worked with people battling 
poverty, marginalization and trauma — the 
overwhelming majority of them as a result 
of institutional abandonment,” he said at the 
press conference. “On Oct. 7, I experienced 
that abandonment firsthand. My mother, Viv-
ian Silver, did not survive the massacre at her 
kibbutz.”

“Out of the devastation of losing her, I made 
a decision,” he continued. “I left my job as a 
social worker, and since then I have dedicated 
my life to one thing: Israeli-Palestinian peace.”

Zeigen described his grief now intermin-
gling with another emotion: fear for the future 
his children will inherit.

“That is why I insist on turning despair into 
action,” he said. “Because I refuse to accept be-
reavement as fate — not for Jews and not for 
Arabs, not for Israelis and not for Palestinians.”

The new party’s leaders have been careful 
to stress that Standing Together is a separate 
entity from A Place for Us All. In a joint state-
ment issued ahead of the launch, Daood and 
Green said the movement would remain active 
and independent, with a “full and substantive 

separation — organizational, legal, financial and 
political” between Standing Together and A Place 
for Us All. Both Daood and Green said they will 
take unpaid leave from their leadership roles in 
the movement in order to run.

Daood said the move into electoral politics is 
a natural progression of what she and Green have 
helped create over the last decade.

“For 10 years now, we have been effecting 
change right where it was needed most. We know 
how to build this kind of power on the ground,” 
Daood told the Forward. “Now we want to take 
that power and translate it into votes so that we 
can effect change from within the Knesset.”

While rumors of a political run have swirled 
around Standing Together for months, Green 
said he and Daood felt they had finally reached a 
now-or-never moment.

“I truly believe we are at a critical juncture,” 
Green explained. “This is the point where the Is-
raeli people either keep going down this path of 
ethnic cleansing and endless war and occupation 
and terrible quality of life, for both Palestinians 
and Jews living here — or we can turn around, 
right now, and go in the other direction, in the 
direction of life and peace and security for all.”

continued to page 20
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IRabbi's Corner
Moses acceded to their request
Rabbi Aharon Goldstein, Chabad of Ann Arbor

The first of the two Torah portions 
read this year on July 11, Matos, 
contains a seemingly unusual re-

quest by the tribes of Reuven and Gad.
Citing their “great multitude of cattle,” 

the sons of Reuven and Gad asked Moses to 
grant their portion of the land of Israel on 
the other side of the Jordan.

“The country ... is a land for cattle; and 
your servants have cattle,” they said. “If we 
have found grace in your eyes, let this land 
be given to your servants as a possession; do 
not compel us to go over the Jordan.”

Even more surprising is the fact that Mo-
ses acceded to their request.

How many verses in the Torah speak of 
G-d’s promise to Moses to bring the Chil-
dren of Israel into the promised land?

Yet these verses mention only “the land 
of Canaan,” an area west of the Jordan river.

If so, why would the tribes of Reuven and 
Gad have even considered settling in the cit-
ies of “Atarot, Divon, Ya’zer and Nimrah” on 
the eastern shore of the Jordan, part of the 
land of Sichon and Og?

Did these tribes intentionally seek to dis-

tance themselves from their brethren?
Furthermore, how valid was their claim 

that the territory east of the Jordan would 
provide superior grazing land for their cat-
tle?

Why would the tribes of Reuven and Gad 
have willingly forgone entering the prom-
ised land with their wives and children just 
to benefit their livestock?

In order to understand what really oc-
curred we need to refer back to G-d’s very 
first promise to Abraham concerning the 
land of Israel.

At that time, G-d said to Abraham, “To 
your seed will I give this land ... the [land 
of] the Keni, the Kenizi and the Kadmoni ...”

In all, G-d enumerated 10 nations that 
the Jewish people would one day inhabit.

Seven of these nations were defeated by 
the Children of Israel soon after they left 
Egypt; the other three will only be conquered 
by the Jewish people in the Messianic Era.

The true intent behind the request of Re-
uven and Gad to dwell east of the Jordan was 
in order to hasten this process.

The portion of land they settled, formerly 
belonging to the kings Sichon and Og, was 
part of the territory of the three nations that 
still remained to be conquered.

This is the reason Moses agreed to their 
request and granted them their inheritance 
east of the Jordan, for he saw their settlement 
of that territory as a “preparation” for the full 
and complete settlement of the land of Israel 
that would occur in the Messianic Era.

In truth, the actions of the tribes of Re-
uven and Gad lent an added dimension to 
the Jews’ first conquest of the land, one that 
brought our ultimate conquest of the entire 
land of Israel in the Era of the Redemption 
much closer. n

Rabbi Aharon Goldstein

Ann Arbor delegation to DC: Support 
Jewish communal security
By Jewish Federation staff

As antisemitic violence has risen 
to a generations-high peak, 400 
Jewish leaders from 82 different 

communities across the country gathered 
in Washington, D.C., at the end of May un-
der the umbrella of Jewish Federations of 
North America, calling on Congress to pro-
tect Jewish communities. From Ann Arbor, 
Rabbi Asher Lopatin of the Ann Arbor Jew-
ish Federation joined Marie Pattipati of the 
JCC and Melissa Westlake of Jewish Family 
Services to meet directly with Michigan’s 
lawmakers in Washington.

In over 200 meetings with key Congres-
sional leaders on Capitol Hill, Jewish Fed-
eration leaders championed a new landmark 
bill, the bipartisan Jewish American Security 
Act, which would boost Nonprofit Security 
Grant Program funding to $1 billion that can 
be used by Jewish communities, create a new 
grant that can be used for places of worship, 
require the Department of Education to des-
ignate an antisemitism coordinator, and lay 
out new regulations to combat antisemitism 
at colleges that receive DOE funding. The 
measure would also require new disclosures 
about how online platforms moderate and 
respond to antisemitic content.

Over the last 12 months, Jews have been 
deliberately targeted with violent attacks 
threatening Jewish religious expression. In 
just the week leading up to the fly-in, Mem-
bers of Congress received antisemitic death 
calls and a commander of an Iranian-backed 
militia was charged with plotting to attack 
Jewish sites in the United States. This rising 
need for security funding extends beyond 
American Jewish communities, as well. The 

night the gathering in Washington began, 
three people were killed in a shooting at the 
Islamic Center of San Diego, including a se-
curity guard.  

In March, a terrorist crashed a car filled 
with weapons into Temple Israel in West 
Bloomfield, where over 120 preschool-
ers hid in fear. If not for critical security 
training and personnel, this near massacre 
could have become one of the worst attacks 
on American soil since 9/11. This incident 
is one of many that underscores the tragic 
need for increased security to ensure Jew-
ish Americans can gather safely and openly 
practice their faith.

Jewish communities, including Ann Ar-
bor’s, are being forced to choose between 
programs like schools, camps, food banks, 
and social services to meet increased secu-
rity needs while demand outpaces the fed-
eral program Congress built to help. “Proper 
funding ensures that all communities of 
faith will have access to critical security dol-
lars, allowing all religious groups to practice 
freely,” says Rabbi Asher Lopatin of the Jew-
ish Federation.

“Americans of all faiths deserve the right 
to gather safely with their communities,” 
Lopatin continues. “This is why our Jewish 
Federation is working to advance this legis-
lation. We are advocating to our representa-
tives in Congress to ensure we have the tools 
we need to keep our communities safe.”

To learn more about community se-
curity efforts in the Ann Arbor area, visit 
JewishAnnArbor.org/our-community/com-
munity-security. n

Marie Pattipai, Asher Lopatin, congresswoman Debbie Dingell, and Melissa 
Westlake

Pardes Hannah in July
July 4
Shabbat Morning Services. Pardes Hannah. In-person and 
online. 10 a.m.

July 14
Rosh Chodesh Circle. Pardes Hannah. Online only. 7 p.m.

July 18
Study Session: Cycle of the Jewish Spiritual Year. Pardes 
Hannah. In-person and online. 3 p.m.

July 26
Study Session: Opening the Siddur — Jewish Prayer — 
Sharing the Juice. In-person and online. 3 p.m.

“The right wing in Israel very much un-
derstands we are at this juncture,” he added. 
“And they have been very clear about what 
they are offering. I could not live with myself 
if I didn’t offer an alternative to Israeli voters.”

Seeking an edge

A Place for Us All will face an uphill battle 
from the start.

Any party led by Standing Together’s 
founders is likely to intensify the criticism 
the movement already faces from right-wing 
Israelis who have branded them as traitors 
for speaking out against the occupation and 
the suffering in Gaza. Posters featuring im-
ages of Gazan children have been torn down, 
and activists, Green included, have been ha-
rassed by right-wing agitators, in some cases 
outside their own homes.

A Place for Us All is also already drawing 
criticism from within the Israeli left, where 
some fear that the addition of a new party 
could split an already fragile anti-Netanyahu 
camp. In Israel’s electoral system, any party 
that fails to cross the electoral threshold — 
currently set at just over 3% of the vote — re-
ceives no seats, meaning it cannot take part in 
the post-election negotiations that determine 
who will build the 61-seat coalition needed to 
form the next government.

Green strongly rejects this concern.
“Every poll makes clear that winning 

without Jewish-Arab partnership is impos-

sible,” he argued. “The only path to replacing 
Netanyahu is to maximize turnout among 
Jewish and Palestinian citizens and ensure 
that they vote for the same political bloc.”

According to Green, only one in four Pal-
estinian citizens between the ages of 18 and 
24 is currently planning to vote. “But with 
our party running, that statistic jumps up to 
two out of four,” he said.

If the scene outside the cafe was any in-
dication, the party’s message may already be 
resonating with at least some of the young 
people it hopes to bring into politics. As the 
press conference unfolded, groups of teen-
agers passing by stopped to cheer on the 
speakers.

Inside, excitement was also running 
high. At one point, activist Galit Mass-Ader 
openly wept as she embraced Ghadir Hani 
who is joining the party’s list.

“For me, this is a decision that has been 
years in the making. I’ve been working for 
peace and coexistence nearly my whole life,” 
Hani told the Forward. “But since October 7, 
there have been so many difficult moments 
of pain and despair.”

“This party is the exact opposite of that,” 
she said. “It is the embodiment of hope — 
hope that belongs to both Jews and Pales-
tinians, and to all those who are ready to 
reject the old, stale politics in favor of a new, 
shared political system.” n

New Jewish-Arab Political Party continues from pg. 19
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Welcoming ShinShinim into Ann Arbor’s homes
By Amichay Findling and Diana Ingberg, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

This August, the Ann Arbor 
area Jewish community will 
welcome its third cohort of 

ShinShinim, Israeli gap-year volunteers 
dedicated to the local community: Mia 
and Hadar.

The name ShinShinim is an acronym 
for the Hebrew phrase “Shnat Sherut,” 
meaning “year of service.” This new 
set of elite Israeli volunteers will follow 
in the footsteps of former ShinShinim 
Danielle and Lahav (2024–2025) and 
Carmel and Ori (2025–2026), all of 
whom are back in Israel for their mili-
tary service.

ShinShinim are carefully chosen 
from thousands of applicants after a 
lengthy and thorough selection process 
which evaluates candidates’ personal-
ity traits, creativity, interpersonal skills, 
knowledge of Israeli culture, fluency in 
English, and much more. After a rig-
orous selection process, these young 
Israeli emissaries engage in a 9-month 
training program before being sent to 
Jewish communities around the world 
to share their youthful and enthusiastic 
Israeli spirits and serve as outstanding 
representatives of Israel. 

Mia, from Hod HaSharon in Central 
Israel, is a dedicated Israel Scouts troop 
leader, in charge of 7 other counselors. 
She is also a former gymnast and an 
avid artist. In high school, she focused 
her studies on Art and Computer Sci-
ence, combining two very different and 
challenging subjects. The Ann Arbor-
based selection committee for this 
year’s ShinShinim was attracted to Mia’s 
deep genuineness, involvement, and 
passion for Israeli culture coupled with 
her meaningful leadership experience.

Hadar, from Kefar Baruch (a moshav/

village in the Jezreel Valley), is a cycling in-
structor for youth and teens. He previously 
participated in a teen leadership program 
through the Michigan-Central Galilee Part-
nership2Gether program. He spent two 
summers at Michigan’s Camp Tamarack, 
both as a camper and as a counselor. His 
high school studies focused on Computer 
Science, a prestigious and demanding area. 
The selection committee was particularly 
drawn to Hadar’s diverse experience work-
ing with kids, his knowledge of American 
(and specifically Michigan) culture, and 
good nature as a team player.

ShinShinim bring their energy, love of Is-
rael, and unique perspectives to worldwide 
synagogues, religious schools, preschools, 
and Jewish Community Centers. In addition 
to Jewish organizations, they often serve as 
informal educators in public schools and 
other venues in the community. ShinShin-
im provide an authentic Israeli perspective, 
sharing on a range of topics including Israeli 
culture, Jewish identity, Jewish celebrations, 
and life in Israel in general, through creative 
programs and challenging discussions.

One of the main objectives of the Shin-
Shinim is to promote lasting engagement 
between their host community and Israel by 
forging personal relationships with commu-
nity members that ultimately build strong, 
meaningful ties for the future.

“This gift is not temporary, it changed 
the shape of our family, it changed the shape 
of me,” said Ann Arbor community mem-
ber Cindy Kellman, who hosted one of the 
first ShinShinim, Lahav, in her home. “He 
was supposed to stay for six months, but we 
couldn’t be happier when it worked out that 
he could stay for the entire year. Six months 
just wasn’t enough; we were just settling into 
the groove. We became a family.”

Kellman isn’t the only community mem-
ber who found personal value in the Shin-
Shinim program through hosting in their 
home. Robin and Joe Pollak, who hosted Ori 
in fall of 2025, said that “hosting him was 
one of the best decisions we’ve ever made … 
Through shared meals, family game nights, 
celebrations, holidays, chores, and daily life, 
we got to know each other and learn from 
each other in ways we hoped and ways we 
couldn’t have anticipated.”

Sarah Raful Whinston and Rabbi Josh 
Whinston echoed these sentiments when re-
flecting on their own time hosting Danielle 
in 2024–2025. “Hosting Danielle was a life-
changing experience for our whole entire 
family. We not only felt honored that we got 
to open up our home, but we felt as though 
we could do something for the state of Is-
rael. We could bring the love of Israel into 
our home and share it with the Ann Arbor 
Jewish community.”

In Ann Arbor, Mia and Hadar will work 
with youth and teenagers in multiple local 
Jewish institutions, including Hebrew Day 
School, the JCC, and the religious school at 
Temple Beth Emeth. In addition, they will 
participate in and initiate a variety of com-
munity activities in the Ann Arbor area’s 
public sphere.

Mia and Hadar’s time in Ann Arbor is 
made possible by the Jewish Agency for Is-
rael, the generosity of the Zeff Family Foun-
dation, and, most of all, the generosity and 
enthusiasm of many community volunteers.

Anyone who is interested in learning 
more about hosting Mia or Hadar, or getting 

involved in other ways, is invited to contact 
Diana Ingberg at the Jewish Federation at 
diana@jewishannarbor.org.

The Pollak family on vacation with ShinShin Ori, who stayed with 
them as part of hs year of service in Ann Arbor

Hadar, 2026 - 2027 Ann Arbor Shin-
Shin

Mia, 2026 - 2027 Ann arbor Shin-
Shinim

And most important, if you see Mia and 
Hadar around, make them feel at home; 
don’t be shy, say “Hi!” n

The Whinston family, including ShiinShinit Danielle, sharing a celration 

Community
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“My bucket list 
   is a mile long.”

Member FDIC

Saving for retirement?

ICommunity
JCC Spotlight to Summer celebrates 40 
years of community
By Marci Sturman, Director of Development, Ann Arbor JCC

More than just a celebration, 
this year’s JCC Spotlight to 
Summer was a joyful tribute 

to four decades of community, connec-
tion, and shared purpose.

Held on June 2 at the Kensington 
Hotel, the event brought together sup-
porters, volunteers, community leaders, 
and friends to celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of the Jewish Community Center of 
Greater Ann Arbor and to honor long-
time community leader Leslie Bash for 
her dedication and impact.

The evening reflected the spirit that 
has defined the JCC for 40 years: bringing 
people together. Guests enjoyed time to 
reconnect with friends, meet new mem-
bers of the community, and celebrate the 
relationships and shared values that have 
helped the JCC thrive for four decades.

A special pre-event reception recog-
nized the JCC’s event sponsors, Patrons 
of the JCC, and Life & Legacy members. 
During this gathering, guests enjoyed an 
exclusive opportunity to meet entertainer 
Sidney Friedman and experience some of 
his remarkable talents up close.

The program highlighted the JCC’s 
history and impact throughout the 
Washtenaw County Jewish community 
while looking ahead to its future. A heart-
felt tribute was paid to Leslie Bash, whose 
leadership, vision, and unwavering com-
mitment have helped strengthen Jewish 
life in our community for many years. 
Her dedication and service exemplify the 

Update on Michigan Chaldean-Jewish 
Alliance
By Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

After a wonderful kickoff lunch 
at the Detroit Athletic Club, the 
Michigan Chaldean-Jewish Al-

liance hosted its second event, with the 
support of the greater Ann Arbor JCRC 
(Jewish Community Relations Committee): 
a gathering of over 20 Chaldeans and Jews 
to view the Mesopotamian exhibits at the 
Detroit Institute of Art. The impetus for this 
outing comes from the idea that Jews and 
Chaldeans share a common heritage from 
Abraham, who was born and raised in Ur of 
Chaldeas.

As one of the founders of the Alliance 

said, “We Chaldeans and Jews are not just 
cousins, not just brothers and sisters, we are 
really the same people!”

All attendees to the DIA program re-
ceived a parting gift of a Chaldean flag and 
were treated to coffee and drinks in the DIA 
cafeteria, courtesy of the JCRC.

The Alliance has launched a website, 
ChaldeanJewish.org, and is already plan-
ning its next events. To learn more about 
this initiative, visit the website or contact 
Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Director of Commu-
nity Relations for the Jewish Federation, at 
asher@jewishannarbor.org.. n

values that have guided the JCC throughout 
its 40-year history.

The celebration was made even more 
meaningful by the presence of numerous 
elected officials and community leaders. 
The JCC was honored to receive official trib-
utes from Representative Jason Morgan and 
Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, recogniz-
ing the organization’s 40 years of service and 
contribution to the community.

The evening concluded with a captivat-
ing performance by Sidney Friedman, the 
acclaimed musical mentalist. Combining 
mind-reading, audience participation, and 
extraordinary musical talent, Friedman 
amazed guests and filled the room with 
laughter, wonder, and excitement. His per-
formance provided a memorable finale to a 
night already filled with gratitude and cel-
ebration.

As the JCC marks this significant mile-
stone, the organization remains committed 
to creating meaningful Jewish experiences, 
strengthening connections, and fostering a 
vibrant and welcoming community for gen-
erations to come.

The success of Spotlight to Summer was 
a testament to the strength of the relation-
ships, partnerships, and shared values that 
have sustained the JCC for 40 years. It was 
an evening to honor the past, celebrate the 
present, and look ahead with excitement to 
the future.

Here’s to the next 40 years — and be-
yond! n

Simchas and Sorrows
The Washtenaw Jewish community sends condolences to the families 
of: 

Judy Davidson, wife of Ed Davidson, mother of AJ Davidson and Abby Davidson. May 17, 
2026.

Roxanne Powondra, sister of Ava Adler (Burt Steinberg). June 2.
Marvin Bernstein, father of Jeffrey Bernstein.
Gloria Dunn, wife of Mike Dunn.
Enid Galler on her death, May 8.
Fredda Unangst. January 20.
Sumer Pek, wife of Marilyn (Mickey) Katz-Pek.

The Washtenaw Jewish community sends mazel tovs to:

Rachel Katz and Aaron Struminger on the birth of Juliette Tamar Struminger, born May 6th.
Leigha Harvey on her afternoon Bat Mitzvah, July 25.
Eva and Ken Franklin on the marriage of their daughter, Rosemary Gabrielle, to Dor Shireto.
For the marriage of Jacob Fauman, grandson of Bonnie Fauman, to Ying Gao on June 14th.
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IObituaries
The WJN prints obituaries, memories, 
and eulogies free of charge for family 
members of Washtenaw Jewish 
community members as a service to 
the community and to honor the lives 
of those who have passed away. When 
local congregations send condolence 
notices to the WJN, the editor searches 
for obituaries online. Also, community 
members are invited to send obituaries to 
the editor. 

Fredda Unangst, z”l, passed away on Jan-
uary 20. Fredda remembered Temple Beth 
Emeth with a bequest in her estate, having 
formalized her Life & Legacy gift in 2021. 
Life & Legacy gifts are earmarked for the 
L’Dor v’Dor endowment fund, providing 
operating support.

Fredda (né Simon) was born in Brook-
lyn, New York, but grew up in Philadel-
phia. She attended Carnegie Mellon (then 
called Carnegie Institute of Technology), 
majoring in chemistry. At CMU she met 
Paul Unangst, a chemistry doctoral stu-
dent. They were married in 1969, and she 
completed her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees in chemistry while Paul received a 
master’s and PhD. He worked in Philadel-
phia briefly, then joined Warner-Lambert 
in New Jersey. After Warner-Lambert 
purchased Parke, David & Co. in Michi-
gan, the Unangst family relocated to Ann 
Arbor in 1977 with their infant son Marc. 
Their son Dan was born here in 1980.

They joined TBE and Fredda became 
involved with Sisterhood, running the 
gift shop along with her dear friend Bob-
bi Heilveil z”l. (In fact, the two of them 
funded the construction of the gift shop 
in memory of their mothers). Accord-
ing to David Heileveil, Bobbi and Fredda 
bonded immediately over their shared 
Philadelphia roots. 

Fredda decided in her 40s to study to 
become a CPA, which was not surprising 
as her sister was a CPA and her mother 
was a bookkeeper. Because she had a math 
minor from Carnegie Mellon, she con-
vinced the UM Business School to admit 
her to the MBA program without having 
to retake calculus! In a 20-year career as a 
CPA, she worked initially as a solo practi-
tioner and then for Rogow & Loney.

Fredda put her accounting skills to 
great use at TBE. She was on the board 
of trustees as treasurer and also served 
on the Genesis board as treasurer. Those 
who worked with her remarked on both 
her skills and her temperament. Jackie 
Moore, a longtime friend and past Gen-
esis administrator, said that Fredda was 
someone you could always count on. “She 
didn’t care about being the center of at-
tention; she was a quiet presence who did 
whatever was asked of her.”

Fredda and Paul moved to Illinois in 
2015 to be near their son Dan and his chil-

dren. Sadly, in 2023 Fredda was diagnosed 
with kidney cancer. She had surgery and 
treatment, but the cancer had spread to her 
lymph nodes. She went into hospice care 
in early January and died at home, one 
day after their 57th wedding anniversary. 
She leaves behind her husband, Paul, sons 
Marc and Dan, and five grandchildren.

Before they married, Paul took a walk 
with her father, Sam Simon. Paul has told 
many people, over the years, what he said: 
“You know Paul, Fredda is basically a good 
person.” After 57 years, all Paul can say is, 
how right he was. 

Fredda was devoted to TBE even after 
she moved out of Ann Arbor. Her legacy 
gift is an example to others who no longer 
live in the Ann Arbor area that they can 
make an impact to ensure our financial 
security into the future. May her memory 
forever be for a blessing! (Written by Rob-
in Little)

Dr. Sumer Belbez Pek, physician-scientist, 
endocrinologist, educator, and academic 
leader, passed away in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan, on May 24. Born on August 17, 1933, 
in Ankara, Türkiye, he earned his MD and 
PhD degrees from Ludwig Maximilian 
University of Munich, Germany, before 
relocating to Michigan in 1960 to begin a 
distinguished career in medicine, research, 
and academic leadership.

He is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Marilyn (Mickey) Katz-Pek of Ann Arbor; 
their children, Jeff (Katy) Pek of Dexter, 
Brant (Sandy) Cohn of Farmington Hills, 
Debbie (Eric) Keipper of Rochester Hills, 
and Paul (Ronda) Pek of North Muskegon; 
his grandchildren, Jenna, Andrew, Curtis, 
Christyn, Alexis, Sydney, Kyle, and Kaden; 
and many beloved cousins and extended 
family members throughout the world.

For many years, he served on the fac-
ulty of the University of Michigan Medi-
cal School, ultimately becoming Professor 
Emeritus. He devoted his career to advanc-
ing the understanding and treatment of 
diabetes and endocrine disorders. His re-
search advanced the study of insulin secre-
tion, pancreatic islet biology, and hormone 
regulation, and his work was published ex-
tensively in leading medical journals.

Over the course of his career, he re-
ceived significant professional recognition 
for his scientific contributions, includ-
ing awards from the Scientific and Tech-
nological Research Council of Türkiye 
(TÜBİTAK) and the Nokta Science Award, 
honoring his impact and achievements in 
biomedical research.

In addition to his scientific accomplish-
ments, he held important leadership roles 
within the university community, includ-
ing service as chair of the Institutional Re-

view Board for the Use of Human Subjects 
in Research, where he helped uphold the 
highest ethical standards in clinical and 
biomedical research. He was widely re-
spected by colleagues, students, trainees, 
and patients for his intellect, integrity, 
thoughtful mentorship, and unwavering 
dedication to medicine and science.

Beyond his academic and scientific 
work, he remained deeply devoted to 
the Turkish community both locally and 
abroad. As a founding member of the 
Turkish American Cultural Association 
of Michigan (TACAM), he helped fos-
ter cultural connection and community 
for generations of Turkish Americans in 
Michigan. He also maintained close ties 
to Türkiye through lectures, mentorship, 
professional collaboration, and generous 
support of family and friends.

Sumer also possessed a deep love of 
travel and exploration, a passion he shared 
generously with his children and grand-
children. Through many family trips 
to Türkiye and destinations around the 
world, he instilled in them a lasting curi-
osity about other cultures, people, history, 
and traditions.

In his final months, he was lovingly 
cared for by his wife, Mickey, with the sup-
port of compassionate caregivers whose 
professionalism, kindness, and humanity 
brought comfort to him and to his family. 
Their care and dedication will always be 
remembered with deep gratitude.

Above all, Sumer will be remembered 
for his kindness, intellectual rigor, hu-
mility, and steadfast devotion to family, 
friends, colleagues, students, and patients.

Beyond his lifelong commitment to 
medicine and science, he also possessed 
a deep passion for classical music, which 
brought him great joy and remained a 
constant source of inspiration and com-
fort. His influence lives on in the many 
people he mentored, taught, cared for, and 
inspired over the course of his remarkable 
life.

A celebration of Sumer’s life will be 
held at a future date. Further details to be 
announced or you may contact the family. 
The family requests that memorial contri-
butions be made to Doctors Without Bor-
ders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in 
honor of Sumer’s life and legacy.

Enid Harris Galler passed away on May 
8, at 98½ years old. She was born on Au-
gust 22, 1927, in Chicago, to Louis and 
Sylvia Harris. After graduating from the 
Chicago Lab School and the University 
of Chicago, Enid was a teacher in Gary, 
Indiana, and at her beloved Chicago Lab 
School. She met her husband of 55 years, 
Bernard A. Galler, at the University of 

Chicago, and they married in 1951. 
Enid was preceded in death by her 

parents and husband, Buzz, and her two 
beloved sisters, Janet Van Gelder and Al-
ice Smulson. She is survived by her four 
children, Bruce (Grace), Elaine (James), 
Glenn (Kay), and Marilyn (Alan), and by 
her nine grandchildren, Olivia Arnold 
(William), Eleanor German (Konstantin), 
Samuel Galler (Kristy), Evan Koschik, 
Isabel Galler (Kamtin), Austin Koschik 
(Emma), Theodore Levine (Sophie), Becca 
Galler (Leika), and Alex Galler. She is also 
survived by her seven great-grandchildren, 
Sadie, Andrew, and Charles German, Cole 
and Owen Arnold, Nora Koschik, and No-
emie Luk-Galler. 

Enid and Buzz moved to Ann Arbor 
in 1955 just before the birth of their old-
est child, Bruce. They moved to their home 
of 50 years on Ferdon Road in 1963, and 
Enid became very involved in the Burns 
Park Elementary community, her chil-
dren’s many musical, social, and athletic 
activities, as well as Beth Israel Synagogue, 
Hadassah, the Faculty Women’s Club, and 
International Neighbors. Throughout their 
lives together, Enid and Buzz travelled the 
world, spending cherished sabbatical years 
in Holland, England, and Israel, as well as 
shorter trips around the world.

The University of Michigan was the ide-
al community for Enid and Buzz, and they 
took full advantage of the football games, 
concerts, plays, lectures, and friendships 
among university colleagues. 

In 1972, Enid and Buzz purchased lake-
front property and later built a house in 
Suttons Bay, Michigan. This became the 
focal point of Galler family gatherings, 
and it remains so today. Enid’s happiest 
times were spent with Buzz and with their 
children and grandchildren on the deck 
looking out over the bay discussing the 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
and the issues of the day.

After Marilyn went to college, Enid 
started a business called Voice Treasures. 
Enid interviewed family members about 
their lives, friends about their childhoods 
and careers, and University presidents, 
deans, and professors about their careers. 
The interviews are treasured by the fami-
lies, and the university interviews are pre-
served at the Bentley Historical Library. 

Enid was loved and cherished by her 
children and their spouses and her many 
descendants, as well as a wide circle of 
friends and relatives. As she declined with 
Alzheimer’s disease over the final years of 
her life, she was cared for by son, Glenn, 
and his spouse, Kay, and by the staff of Gla-
cier Hills. Our family is grateful to Glacier 
Hills and to the nurses of Arbor Hospice, 
but, most of all, to Glenn and Kay for their 
constant devotion to Enid’s health and 
happiness. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that any donations in memory of Enid 
Galler be made to The Bernard Galler Fel-
lowship Fund at the University of Michigan 
— Fund 571676 at https://giving.umich.
edu/basket/fund/571676, or Planned Par-
enthood, or the Hadassah Foundation. n
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Summer
SALE

UP TO 30% OFF
STOREWIDE

(734) 662-6524
www.deluxdrapery.com

2215 W Stadium Blvd, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Sun: Closed

Blinds . Shades
Custom Draperies

Cornices . Valances
 Custom Furniture

Custom Bedding
Custom Pillows

Fabric . Wallpaper




