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On Sunday, November 20, 100 local 
community members gathered 
at the Jewish Community Center 

for a conversation about antisemitism. The 
goals of the effort were to expand individual 
and communal understanding of current 
antisemitism in its various forms; generate 
ideas about specific actions and/or projects 
that might be implemented to address 
antisemitism and hate; and to develop a 
cadre of people passionate about the issue 
who will champion and help implement next 
steps.

The program was conceived and imple-
mented by a committee representing a wide 
array of Jewish communal organizations and 
congregations in Washtenaw County. It was 
facilitated by former Director of the Connect-
icut Region of the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL), Steve Ginsburg, and was structured to 
provide context about antisemitism, opportu-
nities for participants to share their personal 

experiences, and a brainstorming session to 
identify potential actions. 

Speakers providing context for the 

day included Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell, who spoke passionately of her deep 
concern about the rise and normalization 
of hate rhetoric and extremist violence 
in the political sphere. In addition 
to Congresswoman Dingell, Carolyn 
Normandin, Executive Director of ADL 
Michigan, shared statistics about the rise of 
antisemitic activity in the state of Michigan. 
Even accounting for the weekly reporting of 
the continued harassment outside Beth Israel 
Congregation, incidents in Michigan almost 
doubled from 2020 to 2021, continuing a 
disturbing trend in Michigan and nationally 
over the past few years. 

Finally, Professor Jeffrey Veidlinger 
offered a unique way to classify and 
respond to antisemitic behavior: Ignorance, 
Provocation, and Threat.

Professor Veidlinger suggested that 
much of the antisemitism people experience 
is the result of ignorance. Insensitivity 

around scheduling against Jewish holidays 
and inadvertent use of pejorative terms 
and antisemitic tropes often arise out 
of ignorance. Addressing this lack of 
understanding involves an increase in 
education and relationship-building.

Intentional antisemitic verbal assaults, on 
the other hand, such as the recent statements 
and behavior exhibited by Kanye West, are 
designed to provoke. The increase in these 
kinds of affronts is of great concern and 
requires both direct repudiation as well as 
education.

When it comes to actions considered 
physical threats, greater normalization and 
escalation of hatred of Jews tend to be pre-
cursors to these even more serious incidents. 
In response, individuals and Jewish commu-
nal institutions have had to be increasingly 
vigilant and invest additional resources to-
ward community safety and security.
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Antisemitism: Ignorance, provocation, and threat 
By Eileen Freed, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

JFS reflections on 2022
JFS Staff

ESL students with teacher Jessica Vinter, 4th from left

A s 2022 draws to a close, Jewish Fam-
ily Services of Washtenaw County 
reflects on successes and challenges 

from this past year.
The year started with the agency still 

operating under COVID restrictions. Af-
ghan humanitarian parolees were arriving 
in Washtenaw County at an unprecedented 
pace, and the agency scrambled to provide 
them with culturally appropriate food, trans-
portation, other resources. To meet these 
needs the staff expanded quickly, including 
those fluent in Dari and Pashto.

Meanwhile, requests for JFS’ Nutrition 
Services skyrocketed. Many seniors, fearful 
of becoming sick, without their usual safety 
net of family and home care agencies, relied 
on JFS volunteers to deliver packages of food 
to their homes weekly. JFS volunteers deliv-
ered Meals on Wheels to the homebound 
and offered them a friendly encounter dur-
ing an exceptionally isolating time. 

Seniors and individuals with mental 
health needs were the hardest hit by CO-

VID restrictions. Many lost loved ones, 
jobs, sources of income, and opportunities 
to connect with the wider world. Delicate 
situations were exacerbated and JFS saw 
upticks in requests for phone check-ins, 
mental health counseling, and emotional 
support. The WISE Aging team has helped 
more clients navigate near catastrophic 
situations than ever before. WISE at the J 
resumed in-person senior café lunches and 
programming, offering people the opportu-
nity to join with one another to enjoy a great 
meal and even better company three times 
a week. The camaraderie of these in-person 
interactions feels more precious than ever 
after the last few years.

For much of 2022, JFS staff worked from 
home or spent limited time in the office. As 
the year progressed, staff were encouraged 
to come back into the building and have ad-
opted a hybrid schedule. English as a Sec-
ond Language classes returned to in person 
sessions — to the delight of many students 
— and some classes are still offered online 
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David Zinn at JCC’s Apples & Honey Fall Festival
By Drew Coel, Marketing and Program Associate, Ann Arbor JCC

The Jewish Community Center 
(JCC) is proud to announce that 
renowned Ann Arbor street art-

ist David Zinn will be in attendance at this 
year’s Apples & Honey Fall Festival, right 
here at the JCC on Sunday, August 30, from 
2 to 5 p.m. In addition to a chalk art demon-
stration of his three-dimensional appearing 
masterpieces, mainly consisting of adorable 
animals and magical creatures, David will 
explain his chalk techniques and philoso-
phies, with a Q&A session to follow. 

For nearly four decades, David has been 
transforming the streets of Ann Arbor with 
his imaginative artwork. Since beginning 
his artistic journey in 1987, he has balanced 
commissioned projects for a broad range of 
prestigious clients with a passion for creat-
ing whimsical, unexpected public art.

Throughout more than 20 years as a 
freelance artist, David produced everything 
from theater posters and company logos to 
educational illustrations, murals at landfill 
sites, environmental-themed superheroes, 
corporate artwork, and even hand-painted 
dump trucks. Outside of his professional 
work, he found creative inspiration in un-
conventional places, using materials such as 

restaurant placemats, bar coasters, cake frosting, 
and snow as artistic canvases.

A simple box of multicolored sidewalk chalk 
inspired the work for which David is now interna-
tionally recognized. His signature street art is cre-
ated entirely with chalk, charcoal, and naturally 
found objects, with every piece designed sponta-
neously on-site. David’s blend of street art, psy-
chological perception, and creativity makes for 
an enjoyable visual and participatory experience.

Although many of his temporary chalk cre-
ations appear on sidewalks throughout Michigan, 
David’s characters have reached other parts of the 
country, as well as other continents. He has at-
tracted millions of followers worldwide through 
platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Tik-
Tok, as well as features on CBS Mornings, BBC 
News and a TEDx presentation.

To see David’s artwork in action, please regis-
ter for Apples & Honey in advance on Jlive. This 
event is free and open to the public. n

HDS announces new Head of School

 Dr. Wendy Lawrence

H ebrew Day School of Ann 
Arbor is delighted to wel-
come Dr. Wendy Lawrence 

as our Head of School. Dr. Lawrence 
holds a B.A. from Swarthmore Col-
lege, an M.Ed. from Boston College, 
and a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership 
from Eastern Michigan University. 
Over more than two decades in educa-
tion, she has worn many hats, includ-
ing classroom teacher for grades three 
through 10, founding faculty member 
and Middle School Head at an inde-
pendent school, and lecturer for educa-
tional leadership courses at both EMU 
and U-M. Most recently, she served as 
an organizational researcher and edu-
cational program evaluator at the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

 David Zinn

Dr. Wendy is also deeply rooted in the 
Ann Arbor Jewish community, having co-
chaired the Jewish Community Relations 
Council and served on the boards of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 
and Temple Beth Emeth.

In the column below, Dr. Lawrence 
shares the experiences that have shaped her 
approach to education, and the vision she 
brings to Hebrew Day School of Ann Arbor 
and to our community.

Brucha HaBaa -

The village school: Responsibility 
and promise
By Wendy Lawrence

When I lived in Lesotho with the Peace 
Corps, every night I cooked dinner over a 

gas camping stove, and my small home would 
fill with children. Mostly, they came to see the 
lekhooa (white person) and tease me about my 
strange food. Some brought homework, writ-
ten in English despite Sesotho being their first 
language, hoping I could help make sense of it. 
I had an official job as a Peace Corps Volunteer 
— writing national curriculum and running 
biodiversity education programs for local chiefs 
and village development councils — but these 
children became my real job and the main focus 
of my time. They were the start of my teaching 
career.

It takes a village to raise a child and because 
they walked through my front door, I became a 
part of their village. Maybe it’s because my edu-
cational journey started in an African kitchen, 

Continues on page 4
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THE PURPLE ROSE THEATRE 
             presents...

Wedding(Wedding(ss))
Emma's

A WORLD PREMIERE
     BY CAREY CRIM

NOW - AUG 30

Emma is getting married. Again. 
For the fourth time, actually. 
But she’s determined that this 
one will be the one. Gathering 
her less-than-enthusiastic best 
friends, they revisit each of 
Emma’s previous weddings, 
leading to a hilarious romp 
through the decades, complete 
with ’80s hair, dial-up internet, 
Boone’s Farm wine and the 
enduring power of friendship.
*Contains adult language and subject matter.

734-433-7673
PurpleRoseTheatre.org

A storm at 
summer’s end

When I started publishing 
the Washtenaw Jewish 
News in 2019, the paper 

didn’t publish in August (or January). I 
think the Washtenaw Jewish community 
needs a year-round paper, so we’ve been 
publishing every month for the past sev-
en years. Still, people who regularly read 
the paper often ask me if we publish in 
August: Jews have long memories and 
are slow to accept change. To be fair, Au-
gust is a slow month in these parts.

I’m writing this column on Tisha b’Av, 

the ninth day of the month of Av, the nadir 
of our spiritual calendar — a day entirely 
dedicated to remembering catastrophes. 
But I’m writing the column for August, 
thinking about the sweet call of Elul. 
The spiral of Jewish time feels so present, 
touching the past moving into the future. 

I spent the morning reading “The Ab-
sent Angel,” an essay (by Raphael Magarik 
in Jewish Currents) about the Jewish Mu-
seum’s Paul Klee exhibit, which closed July 
26. 

Magarik’s essay is a reflection on Klee’s 
1920 iconic print, Angelus Novus (The 
Angel of History). Honestly, the essay took 
three reads to begin to understand. The es-
say sent me to Walter Benjamin’s Concept 
of History, which I understand even less, 
however, the section on the Klee print so 
captures this moment for me, I’m sharing 
it here. Benjamin wrote the essay in 1940 
before fleeing Vichy France. 

From Walter Benjamin, “Concept of His-
tory, Thesis IX”
A Klee painting named ‘Angelus Novus’ 
shows an angel looking as though he is 
about to move away from something he is 
fixedly contemplating. His eyes are staring, 
his mouth is open, his wings are spread. 
This is how one pictures the angel of his-
tory. His face is turned toward the past. 

Where we perceive a 
chain of events, he sees 
one single catastro-
phe which keeps piling 
wreckage and hurls it 
in front of his feet. The 
angel would like to 
stay, awaken the dead, 
and make whole what 
has been smashed. But 
a storm is blowing in 
from Paradise; it has 
got caught in his wings 
with such a violence 
that the angel can no 
longer close them. The 
storm irresistibly pro-
pels him into the future 
to which his back is 
turned, while the pile of 
debris before him grows 
skyward. This storm 
is what we call prog-
ress. n
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I C oming soon
Apples & Honey Fall Festival
By Peretz Hirshbein, Director of Child and Family Services, Ann Arbor JCC

Come to the Jewish Community 
Center of Greater Ann Arbor 
to celebrate the upcoming new 

year at our Apples & Honey Fall Festival 
on Sunday, August 30, from 2 to 5 p.m.

Thank you to this year’s sponsors of 
Apples & Honey — Jewish Family Ser-
vices of Washtenaw Country, and Jewish 
Federation of Greater Ann Arbor. Their 
generosity and assistance have helped us 
keep Apples & Honey free of charge this 
year. This event has been a staple celebra-
tion of the Ann Arbor Jewish community 
for years, and we are pleased to announce 
that this year, we will be keeping all of our 
classic activities and expanding into tons 
of exciting new programming! 

This year, we are thrilled to announce 
that noted Ann Arbor chalk artist David 
Zinn will be joining us at Apples & Honey. 
David will be doing a chalk art demonstra-
tion where he will discuss his techniques, 
followed by a Q&A session. David’s cre-
ations are fun for the whole family!

And of course, we will have many of 
our favorite activities represented. All of 

our community partners will be here, offer-
ing activities and conversation as you get to 
know them. The JCC Early Childhood Cen-
ter will once more be holding a bake sale 
featuring kosher, parve, and allergy-aware 
holiday baked goods like challah, honey 
cakes, and babka. Kona Ice will be back, and 
we will have many of our usual fun offerings 
such as face painting and all sorts of large 
board games, and new this year, a Foam 
Party.

There is no cost to attend this event. 
However, the JCC requires that attendees 
register in advance for planning purposes. 
Registration is now open on JLive or you can 
contact the JCC at (734) 971-0990 to register 
yourself or your family. If you are able, you 
may donate to the event when you register 
on JLive to keep events like this free or low 
cost. Anything you can give is greatly appre-
ciated!

We can’t wait to see you at the JCC on 
Sunday, August 30! n

(734) 489-9851

MAKING INVESTING PERSONAL
WE ARE WITH THE COMMUNITY 
IN THESE TIMES OF CRISIS AND 

CAPABLE OF WORKING WITH 
YOU REMOTELY

LIVONIA OFFICE OPEN NOW; ANN ARBOR LOCATION COMING SOON.

A PROUD MAKING INVESTING PERSONAL LOCATION

WE ARE WITH THE COMMUNITY 
IN THESE TIMES OF CRISIS AND 

CAPABLE OF WORKING WITH 
YOU REMOTELY

LIVONIA OFFICE OPEN NOW; ANN ARBOR LOCATION COMING SOON.

(734) 489-9851

Come visit the Washtenaw Jewish News
        booth at Apples & Honey, say hi to
                     editor Clare Kinberg!
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ICommunity
New Frankel Institute fellows engage “Rethinking Antisemitism”

but this idea of needing a village has always 

been  fundamental to how I see education. 
Over time, my understanding of that idea 
has evolved, but the belief that a commu-
nity’s children are both its promise and its 
responsibility is foundational to my under-
standing of teaching and learning.

At first, I understood this saying through 
the lens of a science lover. I double majored 
in biology and economics in college, trac-
ing the ways we all depend on one another 
to sustain the planet and the systems that 
hold us together. I’ve never seen my own 
role as an educator — whether my title was 
teacher, lunch lady, or Head — as separate 
from that web. I’m one piece of a larger eco-
system that nurtures every child.

But it isn’t only about my role in that 
ecosystem — it’s also about how the eco-
system shapes me. My own career path 
has never looked like a ladder: It’s a web of 
connections with remarkable people and 
opportunities I’ve been lucky enough to 
come across. I’ve been a science museum 
demonstrator, an elementary and middle 
school teacher, a parenting and education 

author, a volunteer firefighter, a curriculum 
coordinator, a substitute teacher, a univer-
sity lecturer, and a national park volunteer. 
I am who I am because of the villages I’ve 
been lucky enough to belong to.

When I returned to school to study 
educational leadership, my understand-
ing shifted again — because before, while 
I appreciated the importance of the village, 
I hadn’t thought about how it got there. A 
village doesn’t build or sustain itself — just 
ask anyone who’s tried to drive down State 
Street lately. Infrastructure needs tending, 
or even rethinking. Sometimes the old in-
frastructure doesn’t suit us anymore: An 
old wall might be unjustly keeping people 
out; an unfinished bridge might mean two 
people haven’t had the chance to meet yet. 
My doctoral research centered on this idea: 
Leaders must be the architects of our educa-
tional villages.

Think of a beaver, one of Michigan’s great 
builders — it doesn’t just create a home for 
itself; its dam reshapes the whole waterway 
into a wetland that dozens of other species 
depend on. That’s the work of leadership as 
I understand it: not proclaiming from the 

town square, but making sure the paths ex-
ist for everyone else to travel, connect, and 
belong. Jewish tradition has long understood 
this: Joshua ben Gamla, a High Priest in Je-
rusalem over 2000 years ago, is remembered 
not for his own scholarship, but for insisting 
that every town establish its own school. This 
was a promise that each child’s access to To-
rah study would be provided by the commu-
nity, not subject to the knowledge and wealth 
of their parents.

Hebrew Day School is the promise that 
we’ve built for our village, and as I take on 
this role, every interaction reminds me of the 
sacred nature of that promise and the honor 
it is to be entrusted with this position. I re-
main nestled inside a much larger village: 
our synagogues and community groups, 
our JCC and Federation, and above all our 
parents, grandparents, and families, without 
whom none of this exists.

That’s really the heart of what I want you 
to know about me, and about Hebrew Day 
School: This school is not something any one 
of us can carry alone, and it was never meant 
to be. Hebrew Day School is ours. It is what 
builds and stewards the hearts and minds 

of the next generation of Ann Arbor’s 
Jews. It is our community’s promise 
and it is our community’s responsibil-
ity.

If you’re curious enough about He-
brew Day School to be reading this, 
whether you’re a prospective parent, a 
fellow Jewish professional or lay leader, 
or a community member reflecting 
on the future of Jewish Ann Arbor, I 
hope you’ll reach out. I’d love to start 
a conversation about what Hebrew 
Day School means to you, how we can 
support the ideas and passions your 
perspective brings, and how, together, 
we can steward the village that Ann Ar-
bor’s Jewish children deserve. n

The 2026–27 “Rethinking An-
tisemitism” Frankel Institute 
theme year will examine how 

anti-Jewish policies and attitudes manifest 
themselves in varied regions and eras; how 
they shape the realities and social position 
of Jews and Jewish communities; and how 
Jewish communities are responding today 
and have responded historically. 

The urgency of convening scholars to 
consider these issues and questions emerg-
es from the heightened political and social 
stakes of current global affairs. Many Jews 
around the world are considering whether 
the social contracts that seemed to secure 
their safety and place in civic, campus, and 
general societal spaces are illusory. In the 
face of these changing public realities and 
shifting discourses, scholars have also been 
reexamining prevailing views on antisemi-
tism; testing methods to better measure its 
impact and prevalence; and searching for 
effective means to identify, combat, and 
limit its influence.  

Approaches might include scholarship 
that deepens historical, cultural, and/or 
literary understandings of antisemitism; 
investigates how classic antisemitic tropes 
emerge in contemporary discourses; ex-
amines the effectiveness of anti-bias train-
ings and inclusivity efforts in relationship 
to antisemitism; collects and analyzes data 
on antisemitic incidents and sentiments 
around the globe; or places antisemitism 
within the context of other forms of big-
otry, bias, and hatred.

The 2026–2027 Frankel Fellows 
and their fields of research are:

Karla Goldman (Co-Head Fellow), Uni-
versity of Michigan, “‘Their Presence is 
Not Altogether Welcome:’ Archival Inter-
ventions into the University of Michigan’s 
Narratives of Inclusion”

HDS Dr. Wendy Lawrence continues from pg. 1

Jeff Veidlinger (Co-Head Fellow), Univer-
sity of Michigan, “Pure Michigan: A History 
of Antisemitism in the Great Lakes Region”
Tova Benjamin, Davidson College, “Storm-
ing the South: Global Trade, Social Unrest, 
and the Violent Makings of Ethnicity in the 
Russian Empire, 1871–1905”
Matt Berkman, Oberlin College, “The ‘New 
Antisemitism Paradigm’ Since October 7: A 
Critical Juncture?”
Heather Blurton, University of California, 
Santa Barbara, “Piety and Prejudice: The Rit-
ual Crucifixion Accusation in Late Medieval 
England”
Ben Bornstein, The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, “The Hermeneutics of Antisemi-
tism: Jewish Sense-Making of October 7 and 
its Aftermath”
Jonathan Elukin, Trinity College, “A New 
Intellectual History of Antisemitism and 
Racism”

Deborah Forger, University of Michigan, 
“Weaponizing the Gospel: The Afterlives of 
John and the Making of Christian Antisemi-
tism”
Jonathan Judaken, Washington University 
in Saint Louis, “Remnant and Renaissance: 
Being Jewish in French Philosophy after Aus-
chwitz”
Alice Mishkin, University of Michigan, 
“They are Anti-Jewish Because They’re Anti-
Israel: American Jews, Palestine Solidarity, 
and Antisemitism in the Post-October 7 Era”
Cassandra Euphrat Weston, University of 
Michigan, “White Slavers, Bolsheviks, and 
Special Prosecutors: Sex, Jews, and the Amer-
ican State, 1906–1929”
Marcel Stoetzler, Bangor University, “The 
Place of Antisemitism in the Changing Theo-
rizations of Racism”
Ryan Szpiech, University of Michigan, “The 
Body of Belief: Rethinking Antisemitism and 

the Premodern ‘Social Body’”

About the Frankel Institute for 
Advanced Judaic Studies

The Frankel Institute for Advanced 
Judaic Studies at the University of 
Michigan provides annual fellowships 
for scholars and artists from around the 
world to conduct research in relation 
to a given theme. Established in 2005 
through a generous financial contribu-
tion from the Jean and Samuel Frankel 
Jewish Heritage Foundation, the Fran-
kel Institute is the only one of its kind at 
a public university in the United States. 
The Institute is committed to interdis-
ciplinary, multilingual work spanning 
ancient times through the contem-
porary era. By combining intellectual 
autonomy with the ideal of a scholarly 
community, it offers global leadership 
in Jewish Studies.

The major goal of the Frankel In-
stitute is to provide an intellectually 
stimulating environment, promote an 
atmosphere of openness, and encour-
age constructive criticism. It seeks to 
advance Jewish Studies globally and 
considers diversity and pluralism as 
fundamental characteristics of a public 
university and emphasizes such prin-
ciples in all endeavors. Additionally, the 
Institute offers a broad range of events 
to the public, including lectures, sympo-
sia, art exhibitions, and musical perfor-
mances. n

Karla Goldman Jeff Veidlinger
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IRabbis corner

ICommunity

Last summer, 
c o m m u n i t y 
members from 

across Southeast Michi-
gan gathered for a first 
klezmer picnic. Even 
though the weather was 
chilly, many enjoyed 
making music together, 
dancing, singing, and 
schmoozing in Yiddish 

Community klezmer 
picnic

and English. We are excited 
to meet again this summer 
on August 16 (rain date: 
August 23), 2–5 p.m., at 
Frog Island Park Amphi-
theatre, Ypsilanti. Bring 
instruments (different lev-
els welcome, with an intro 
session at 2 p.m.), favorite 
songs and melodies, and/or 
food to share! n

Building Hope Together: The Seventh Annual 
Go4Garrett’s Space Fundraiser

After Julie and Scott 
Halpert lost their 
son, Garrett, to sui-

cide at age 23 in 2017, they 
transformed their grief into 
action. Nearly nine years lat-
er, Garrett’s Space is preparing 
for its seventh annual Go4G-
arrettsSpace fundraiser while 
expanding its mission to sup-
port young adults struggling 
with depression, anxiety, and 
other mental health chal-
lenges.

The seventh annual Go4G-
arrettsSpace fundraiser will 
take place on Saturday, Au-
gust 29, from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
the Morris Lawrence Build-
ing on the Washtenaw Com-
munity College campus. The 
evening will feature light re-
freshments, a silent auction, 
inspiring speakers, live enter-
tainment, and opportunities 
to celebrate the impact of this 

local nonprofit. 
For more than five years, 

Garrett’s Space has been ad-
dressing a critical gap in 
mental health support with 
free wellness programming 
for young adults ages 18–28. 
Weekly wellness groups, led 
by trained facilitators, provide 
a safe, judgment-free space 
where participants build 
meaningful connections and 
strengthen coping skills. 

Since launching its free 
community wellness groups, 
Garrett’s Space has helped 
hundreds of young adults find 
connection, belonging, and 
hope. A recent participant 
survey highlights the pro-
gram’s impact:
99% would recommend the 
wellness groups to others.

96% said the groups were 
helpful, and 96% reported 
receiving meaningful sup-
port from facilitators or fel-
low participants.

94% felt a strong sense of be-
longing and acceptance.

89% said their overall men-
tal health improved after 
joining Garrett’s Space.

In 2027, Garrett’s Space 
will open a transformational 
new support option: a local 
residential center in a non-in-
stitutional setting. Construc-
tion is currently underway at 
the Superior Township cam-
pus, which will offer healing 
programs including medita-
tion, holistic movement, art, 
cooking, and music. 

“The support we’ve re-
ceived from our community 
has been extraordinary,” said 
Scott Halpert, Garrett’s Space 
Co-Founder and Board Pres-
ident. “Every person who at-
tends or supports this event 
helps create hope for young 
adults who need connection, 
compassion, and a place to 
belong.”

Attendees will hear from 
former wellness program 
participants and enjoy a per-
formance by the University 
of Michigan a cappella group 
Touch of Blue. Garrett’s 
close friend and musician, 

Mario Sulaksana, will emcee 
the evening alongside Sasha 
Gusikhin, founder of Neuro-
Arts Productions.

Go4Garrett’sSpace will also 
feature an online silent auction 
with donations from dozens of 
local and regional businesses. 
Attendees can also participate 
in optional meditation and 
sound bath sessions, which 
offer a firsthand experience of 
the mindfulness practices that 
are central to Garrett’s Space’s 
programming. 

All proceeds will support 
Garrett’s Space wellness pro-
gramming and the continued 
development of the Superior 
Township residential campus 
— a first-of-its-kind, non-
medical healing community 
designed specifically for young 
adults experiencing depres-
sion, anxiety, and other mental 
health challenges. 

Tickets are available on a 
sliding scale, including a Pay 
What You Can option. To pur-
chase tickets, make a donation, 
or become an event sponsor, 
visit www.garrettsspace.org/
go4garrettsspace. n 

Miriam Alexander asks us to “Protect the Harvest”
By Michael Appel 

According to a June 2026 
report issued by the Israe-
li human rights organiza-

tion B’Tzelem, “since October 2023, 
Israel has been waging an extensive 
assault on all aspects of Palestinian 
existence in the West Bank.” The 
scale and frequency of this violence 
has led to condemnations not just 
from human rights groups often 
critical of Israel, but also from less 
likely sources such as the Jewish 
Community Relations Council of 
Greater Washington, D.C., whose 
April 2026 statement condemning 
settler violence in the West Bank led 
with: “We are increasingly alarmed 
by the intensifying violence by Is-
raeli settlers against Palestinian ci-
vilians in the West Bank.”

With this as background, an 
international coalition of solidar-
ity organizations — responding to 
the invitation of Palestinian com-
munities in the West Bank — is 
sponsoring the “Protect the Har-
vest” campaign from mid-Octo-
ber through mid-November. This 
campaign intends to increase the 
number of volunteers engaged in 
solidarity visits to help Palestinian 
farmers during their olive harvest. 
The presence of Jewish Israelis and 
international solidarity activists can 
dissuade violence coming from Jew-
ish Israeli settlers.

The Protect the Harvest cam-
paign is sponsored by both Israeli 
and American Jewish organizations, 
including among others the New 
Israel Fund, T’ruah, Breaking the 
Silence, and Rabbis for Human 

Rights. Another sponsor is Achvat 
Amim (Solidarity of Nations) — 
whose connection to Ann Arbor was 
featured in an interview with Miriam 
Alexander in the April issue of WJN. 
Miriam is the Development Direc-
tor for Achvat Amim and will be in 

Ann Arbor this August to talk 
about her work with Achvat 
Amim, including Protect the 
Harvest. 

“Achvat Amim programs 
combine immersive Jewish 
learning with sustained vol-

director Rabbi Arik Ascherman has 
visited Ann Arbor numerous times. 
Torat Tzedek is engaged in an on-
going campaign to provide protec-
tive presence to Palestinian Bedouin 
communities in the West Bank who 
are regularly attacked by settlers. 
Both Rabbi Dobrusin and Rabbi 
Whinston are among the 50+ rabbis 
listed on the Endorsement Commit-
tee. This summer, Rabbi Whinston is 
joining Torat Tzedek during one of 
their tours to the Bedouin villages to 
discuss advocacy work he has done 
in this country to encourage the U.S. 
to engage Israel on behalf of the Bed-
ouin. 

While she is in Ann Arbor, Al-
exander will be sharing information 
about protective presence, and the 
work of Achvat Amim. “I’m par-
ticularly excited to share the work 
of Achvat Amim in Ann Arbor,” she 
says, “where I grew up and received 
the Jewish grounding that inspires 
my work.” Alexander will share a dvar 
Torah and lead a lunch and learn at 
Beth Israel Congregation on Shabbat 
morning, September 5, to which all 
are welcome. Other events are also 
anticipated, including a fundraiser 
the evening of August 26. For more 
information on local events, contact 
Michael Appel, mappel1961@gmail.
com. n 

unteer and solidarity work with 
Israeli and Palestinian partners,” 
Alexander explains. “We are proud 
to be part of the Protect the Harvest 
initiative which is a collaborative 
effort to greatly increase protective 
presence during this year’s olive 
harvest.”

The term “protective presence” 
has been coined to describe this 
kind of work. Both settler violence 
and protective presence activities 
have occurred in past years, but 
this year’s campaign to increase 
the number of solidarity activists 
responds to an increase in the vio-
lence from settlers; and also to the 
growing acknowledgement that the 
Israeli government and army pro-
vide tacit and direct support to the 
settlers. 

The violent displacement of Pal-
estinian residents from their homes 
in the West Bank has emerged as a 
major point of conflict, particularly 
as this process has increased in the 
wake of the October 7 attack and 
the war in Gaza. Settler intimidation 
tactics have included direct physical 
attacks, intrusion into villages and 
even homes, and disruption of the 
daily activities that sustain home 
life and economic viability. These at-
tacks have resulted in death, injury, 
and property destruction. Protec-
tive presence campaigns have also 
attempted to challenge this broader 
settler violence.

Another Ann Arbor connection 
to protective presence activists has 
involved support for the work of 
Torat Tzedek, whose founder and 
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I  Community IRabbi's corner
August events with the AAOM

The Ann Arbor Orthodox Minyan is 
a warm, vibrant, multigenerational 
Orthodox Jewish congregation. Our 
membership includes families with ba-
bies and school-aged children, young 
professionals, empty-nesters, and retir-
ees. We hold services in collaboration 
with the University of Michigan Hillel’s 
Orthodox student minyan, creating 
a unique community that brings to-
gether people of all ages and stages of 
life. Beyond services, we offer diverse 
opportunities to learn Torah, celebrate, 
socialize, and connect with Judaism 
and each other in meaningful ways. 
Whether you’re a long-time resident, a 
student, or new to the area, we warmly 
welcome you to join us!

Shabbat Services
Morning Services & Community Kid-
dush
August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 9:30 a.m.
Join AAOM this summer for warm, 
welcoming Shabbat Morning Services 
followed by a family-friendly Commu-
nity Kiddush.
Regular Friday Night Kabbalat Shabbat 
and Shabbat Afternoon Services (Min-
cha/Maariv/Havdalah) will resume 
August 28 and continue through the 
academic year.

Weekday Minyan
Daily Minyan (Shacharit and Mincha/
Maariv) resumes on Sunday, August 30. 
Schedule and location vary. Contact us 
for more info or if you would like to ar-
range to say Kaddish.

Special Shabbat Programs
Shabbat, August 22
Shabbat Lunch and Learn following ser-
vices. Featuring a guest speaker, TBA.

Friday, August 28
Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:55 p.m.

Shabbat, August 29
Welcome Back Kiddush for New & Re-
turning Students following services.
Shabbat Afternoon Services, 7:30 p.m. 

Visit AnnArborMinyan.org for complete 
information about weekday services, chil-
dren’s programming, upcoming events, 
and our full schedule for the fall High Holi-
days, including special events for everyone 
in the community.

Upcoming Fall Holidays
Rosh HaShanah: Friday September 11–
Sunday September 13
Yom Kippur: Sunday September 20–
Monday September 21
Sukkot: Friday September 25–Sunday 
October 2
	 Women’s Learning in the Suk-
kah, Shabbat, September 26, 4 p.m. 
Sukkah Hop, Sunday, September 27, 4 p.m.
Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah: Fri-
day October 2–Sunday October 4
	 Simchat Torah Hakafot, Dancing 
& Dinner, Saturday, October 3, 8 p.m.
	 Simchat Torah Women’s Torah 
Reading, Sunday October 4

Friday, September 4
Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 7:45 p.m.

Shabbat, September 5
Shabbat Morning Services, 9:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by Community Kiddush.
Welcome Back Seudah Shlishit, after Shab-
bat Afternoon Mincha. Welcoming new 
and returning U of M students as well as 
new families into our community.
Shabbat Afternoon Services, 7:15 p.m. n

We are now preceding the Final 
Redemption
By Rabbi Aharon Goldstein, Chabad of Ann Arbor

The week of August 1 this year we 
read the Torah portion Eikev, in 
which Moses relates the blessings 

the Jewish people can look forward to in 
the future if they keep G-d’s command-
ments. Since this portion speaks about 
the future, it is connected with the times 
of Ikvesa d’Meshicha — the time immedi-
ately preceding the Final Redemption.

The word “eikev” can mean “heel,” the 
least sensitive portion of the body. In this 
instance, Ikvesa d’Meshicha refers to the 
lowest of all levels in the spiritual history of 
the Jewish people, a time characterized by 
a redoubled spiritual darkness, in which all 
the undesirable omens that our Sages said 

would precede the Era of the Redemption 
have taken place.

But “eikev” can also mean “after” and 
thus Ikvesa d’Meshicha can refer to the end 
of the exile. This, too, refers to our genera-
tion. For, as the Previous Rebbe said, we 
have already “polished the buttons” — we 
are like soldiers of old awaiting inspection, 
everything is ready, even the brass buttons 
on our uniforms have been shined. This 
means that all the service demanded of 
us has been completed and we are on the 
threshold of the Redemption.

The two interpretations of the term 
“Ikvesa d’Meshicha” are interrelated. It is 
precisely when the Jews have reached the 
low levels implied by the first interpreta-
tion, that the ultimate fulfillment promised 
by the second interpretation will be real-
ized.

The above discussion is especially ap-
propriate for this Shabbat, the Shabbat on 
which we bless the month of Elul, a month 
of stocktaking before the new year. In ad-
dition to our regular personal accounting 
of the past, and in conjunction with this 
week’s Torah portion, we must also focus 
on the imminence of the Redemption. We 
must ask ourselves what we are doing to 
prepare ourselves and the world around us 
for Moshiach’s imminent arrival. And we 
must ask and demand of G-d, “Until when 
must we remain in exile?” n 

 Rabbi Aharon Goldstein 

AARC events for August

For more information about services or 
events or to receive zoom links, please e-
mail:
info@aarecon.org or visit our website: 
aarecon.org

August 8
Second Saturday Morning Shabbat Service. 
Meditation with Anita Rubin-Meiller, 10 
a.m. This is a hybrid Shabbat Service led by 
our Rabbi, Gabrielle Pescador, at the JCC 
and on Zoom. Zoom link will be sent out 
the week before the event. 10:30 a.m.–12 
p.m. followed by Torah Study noon–1 p.m.

August 14
Rosh Chodesh Elul Minyan on Zoom. 9 

a.m.

August 21
Fourth Friday Kabbalat Shabbat. This is a 
hybrid service led by Rabbi Gabrielle Pes-
cador in person at the JCC and on Zoom. 
Everyone is welcome! Service is followed 
by a nut-free potluck. 6:30 p.m.

August 30
Book Club. We will be discussing Beth-
lehem Road by Judy Lev. For more in-
formation about the Book Club meeting 
and the lunch that precedes it, email Greg 
Saltzman gsaltzman@albion.edu. 1–2 
p.m. n

Elul '26 is Aug 12- Sept 11



7Washtenaw Jewish News * AUGUST 2026

I
Beth Israel August events

Tot Shabbat
Saturday, August 1, 15, and 29 at 11 
a.m.
Join us for a playful morning of Jewish 
songs and stories. Challah and grape 
juice kiddush included. For kids age 1 
through 1st grade and parents, but all 
are welcome to join. Please note that 
in order to participate in Tot Shabbat, 
all tots must be accompanied by an 
adult. Thanks for helping to make this 
fun and safe for everyone!
Chavurat Nashim Embracing Our 
Differences Guided Banner Tour at 
Gallup Park
Wednesday, August 5, 7 p.m.
Have you ever wondered about the 
banner display at Gallup Park on the 
corner of Huron Parkway and Ged-
des? Have you ever stopped to check it 
out? What is the intent? Who created 
the art? Let’s learn together as we tour 
with a docent and discuss artistic in-
terpretations of how lives are enriched 
through diversity and inclusion. Meet 
in the East parking lot off Geddes 
Road 3323 Geddes Road, Ann Arbor. 
You may want to bring bug spray and 
water. Register at Bethisrael-aa.org.
Aura of Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, August 7, 6 p.m.
A Jewish Renewal inspired singing 
service led by Rabbi Aura Ahuvia. 

The choir, dubbed the “Holy Levites,” will 
be holding a rehearsal at 5:30 p.m. leading 
right up to and seamlessly into services. 
All are welcome to attend.
Arborcrest Cemetery Cleanup
Thursday, August 13, 6:30 p.m.
Families with kids, come join us and fami-
lies from Temple Beth Emeth for this im-
portant mitzvah project! Bring clippers, 
gloves, shovels, rakes, knee pads, and 
water bottles. You may want to wear bug 
spray and long pants. Meet at Arborcrest 
Cemetery at 6:30 p.m. 2521 Glazier Way. 
Register at Bethisrael-aa.org.
Shabbat in the Park
Friday, August 14, 6 p.m.
Join your Beth Israel friends for our an-
nual Shabbat in the Park at the Southeast 
pavilion at County Farm Park, 2230 Platt 
Road. Bring your own picnic dinner to 
enjoy with friends. Then we’ll have a Kab-
balat Shabbat Service, followed by a tour 
of the Beth Israel Community Garden. 
You bring dinner — we’ll provide water 
and dessert. Register at bethisrael-aa.org.
Talmud Study with Rabbi Dobrusin (via 
Zoom)
Mondays at 4 p.m., beginning August 24
The class meets on Zoom on Monday af-
ternoons from 4–5:15 p.m. We will read 
the text in the original Hebrew or Arama-
ic with an accompanying English transla-
tion and discuss the text in English. No 

familiarity with Hebrew or prior experience 
studying Talmud is required. This fall, we will 
be studying from the first chapter of the trac-
tate of Bava Metzia which addresses issues of 
conflicting claims of ownership of found ob-
jects. All are welcome! The Zoom link is avail-
able on the BIC website.
End of Summer BBQ
Friday, September 4, 5:30 p.m.
Join your Beth Israel friends for lawn games, a 
bounce house, a delicious dinner, and Kabbalat 
Shabbat Services. We will meet in the court-
yard at 5:30 p.m. for a special Shabbat together! 
$12 for adults, $8 for kids, Tots 3 and under are 
free. Registration required at bethisrael-aa.org.
Theology Book Club: Online
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Beth Israel Congregation’s Theology Book 
Club welcomes you to join them to read to-
gether and discuss books on Jewish thought 
and beliefs. The books are in English. Contact 
Paul Shifrin at (248) 514-7276 for more infor-
mation. 
High Holiday Forms are Live on the BIC 
Website
The High Holidays are coming quickly! The 
Beth Israel website (www.bethisrael-aa.org) 
has all of the High Holidays forms you may 
need, including purchasing tickets, reciproc-
ity, usher signup, honors signup, New Year’s 
card, childcare and youth programs signup, 
and more.

In Person and Online Services 

Everyone is welcome to join Beth Israel for 
services, classes, and events. Services are be-
ing held in person and virtually, unless oth-
erwise noted on the calendar. Below is a list 
of the links to participate virtually in servic-
es at Beth Israel. Beth Israel is live streaming 
services on the Beth Israel YouTube channel 
(Beth Israel Congregation AA MI). All links 
are also available on the Beth Israel homep-
age (www.bethisrael-aa.org). Please note 
that passwords are used. Contact the office 
to get the passwords at office@bethisrael-aa.
org.

Minyan 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the M&M Chapel 
and online
Sundays–Thursdays at 7:45 p.m., online only

Friday Evening Services: in person and 
virtual
Kabbalat Shabbat Service at 6 p.m.

Shabbat Morning Services: in person and 
virtual
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. n

JCC’s golf outing honors Barry and Elaine Margolis
By Marci Sturman, Director of Development, Ann Arbor JCC

The Jewish Community Center of 
Greater Ann Arbor is pleased to an-
nounce the 11th Annual Golf Out-

ing Fore the Kids, taking place on Monday, 
August 17, at Polo Fields Golf & Country 
Club. The event brings together community 
members, families, and supporters for a day 
dedicated to raising critical scholarship sup-
port for youth programs across the JCC, in-
cluding the Early Childhood Center, Camp 
Raanana, and other enrichment opportuni-
ties.

Funds raised through the outing di-
rectly support the JCC’s scholarship as-
sistance program, ensuring that children 
and families can access meaningful Jew-
ish experiences regardless of financial 
circumstance. These scholarships help 
make it possible for children to par-
ticipate in early childhood education, 
summer camp, and other engagement 
opportunities that foster connection, 
identity, and community.

This year’s outing will honor Barry 
and Elaine Margolis, longtime commu-

nity leaders whose service, philanthropy, 
and dedication to Jewish life have made a 
lasting impact across Greater Ann Arbor. 
Elaine and Barry’s connection to the JCC 
spans decades. Barry, a lifelong resident of 
Superior Township, and Elaine, who grew 
up in Oak Park and Southfield and has 
lived in the area for more than 40 years, 
have long considered the JCC a “home 
away from home.” The couple raised three 
children — Benny, Erin, and Dana — all of 
whom attended the JCC Preschool (now 
the Early Childhood Center). Today, they 
are proud grandparents and deeply value 
the opportunity to see the next generation 
grow within the same community that has 
been such an important part of their fam-
ily’s lives. Elaine and Barry are the owners 
of Margolis Companies, a family business 
that has been part of the community for 
100 years. Together with their children 
and extended family, they take pride in 
carrying forward a legacy built on hard 
work, connection, and continuity across 
generations.

In addition to their professional and 
family life, Elaine and Barry have been 
deeply engaged in Jewish communal ser-
vice for many years, contributing their 
leadership and time to a wide range of or-
ganizations, including the JCC, the Jewish 
Federation, Jewish Family Services, He-
brew Day School, Beth Israel Congrega-
tion, Hadassah, Marquee Arts, and BBYO. 
Beyond their civic involvement, they re-
main closely connected to family and 
community life and cherish time spent 
with their children and grandchildren.

The Golf Outing Fore the Kids will 
feature a full day of programming, in-
cluding on-course contests, prizes, 
lunch, snacks, dinner and lots of fun! The 
event will conclude with a community 
dinner and awards program, open to all 
members of the community regardless of 
participation in the golf outing.

A key addition this year is an online 
auction component, accessible through 
the JCC website, allowing community 
members to bid on items and experi-
ences in support of scholarship funding. 
Participation is open to all, whether or 
not they attend the event in person, ex-
tending the impact of the outing beyond 
the golf course.

The JCC of Greater Ann Arbor is cur-
rently celebrating its 40th anniversary, 
and the annual Golf Outing Fore the 
Kids continues to serve as one of the or-
ganization’s signature fundraising events 
in support of youth and family program-
ming.

For more information, including 
registration, sponsorship opportunities, 
dinner participation, and auction access, 
visit jccannarbor.org.

For additional information, please 
contact Marci Sturman at marcistur-
man@jccannarbor.org. n

Barry and Elaine Margolis
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ICommunity
 JCLP  begins new year
By Kristina Riemer

The Jewish Communal Leadership 
Program (JCLP) is looking for-
ward to the start of a new academic 

year. Housed in the University of Michigan 
(U-M) School of Social Work, JCLP com-
bines rigorous Master of Social Work educa-
tion with a Certificate in Jewish Communal 
Leadership, offered in coordination with U-
M’s Frankel Center for Judaic Studies. The 
program provides an immersive educational 
experience for emerging leaders committed 
to supporting Jewish communities as they 
respond to the evolving challenges of 21st-

Rick Barinbaum
century Jewish and North American life.

JCLP has long valued its deep relationship 
with the Ann Arbor community. Each year, 
the program welcomes community members, 
university faculty and staff, and alumni to be-
gin the academic year together in meaningful 
conversation at its annual Community Wel-
come Breakfast. This year’s event will be held 
on Monday, August 31, from 8 to 9:30 a.m. at 
Beth Israel Congregation, with a dairy meal 
provided by Amanda’s Kitchen. Community 
members are warmly invited to join JCLP 
students and staff for breakfast and a shared 
opportunity to reflect on the year ahead. 

The JCLP Class of 2028 cohort is com-
posed of Conrad Becker (Dexter, Michigan), 
a recent graduate of the University of Wis-
consin-Madison with dual degrees in Wild-
life Ecology and Jewish Studies; Cole Huskey 
(Madison, Wisconsin), a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison with a degree 
in Psychology, and a recent social services 
case manager; and Bex Klafter (Minneapolis, 
Minnesota), a graduate of Carleton College 
with a degree in Environmental Studies who 

recently worked for Lutheran Social Ser-
vice of Minnesota. They join the returning 
Class of 2027 cohort, which includes Niv 
Fisher-Pinsker, Hava Goldman, Morgan 
Hesse, Jacob Keer, and Rhyan Orenstein. 
Together, these students will participate 
in JCLP coursework, field placements, 
community learning, and public pro-
gramming throughout the academic year.

This coming school year, while long-
time Director Dr. Karla Goldman is on 
research leave, the program will be led 
by Interim Director Rick Barinbaum, 
LMSW. Rick is a clinical social worker, 
educator, consultant, and facilitator 
whose work bridges care, learning, and 
community. He teaches at U-M’s School 
of Social Work and serves as a clinical 
consultant and field supervisor for so-
cial work interns within the U-M Law 
School’s clinical program. In the sum-
mer, he serves as a senior social worker 
at Tamarack Camps, a Jewish overnight 
summer camp, where he supports staff 
and camper well-being and helps build a 
more connected and resilient community.

Rick grounds his work in trauma-
informed, compassion-centered prac-
tice, prioritizing relationship-centered 
engagement across training, facilitation, 
and consultation. His professional ex-
perience spans residential treatment, 
preventive services, interdisciplinary le-
gal advocacy, integrated healthcare, and 
management, with a sustained focus on 
interdisciplinary collaboration, leader-
ship development, and well-being. His 
work is animated by a deep commitment 
to nurturing human connection, shaped 
in part by Jewish values of repair, respon-
sibility, and community. In his interim 
role, he will guide JCLP students through 
a year of study, professional growth, com-
munity engagement, and reflection on the 
responsibilities and possibilities of Jewish 
communal leadership.

As JCLP begins another year, the 
program looks forward to continuing its 
partnerships with local Jewish organiza-
tions and to creating opportunities for 
students and community members to 
learn from one another. The Community 
Welcome Breakfast will mark the begin-
ning of that work and offer a chance to 
welcome new students, reconnect with 
returning students, and gather as a com-
munity at the start of the academic year. 
Please RSVP at https://myumi.ch/7JApx 
and join us in welcoming JCLP’s newest 
cohort of students. n

MONDAY

AUGUST 31

8-9:30 AM

PARKING AVAILABLE!

https://myumi.ch/7JApx

Black-Jewish Coalition meets up in D.C.
By Jewish Federation Staff

Earlier this year, Ypsilanti’s Pastor 
Carnel Richards, who co-chairs 
the Washtenaw County Black-

Jewish Coalition, brought a request to 
the Jewish Federation’s Community Re-
lations Director, Rabbi Asher Lopatin: a 
tour of Jewish life in Washington, D.C., 
with members of his church and Rabbi 
Lopatin.

At the end of June, Rabbi Lopatin met 
a group of 36 church members — mostly 
high schoolers and adults — for an after-
noon of their Washington, D.C., trip. He 
showed them some of Jewish Washing-

The group at the new Capital Jewish Museum, which houses the original 
Adas Israel Synagogue, inaugurated by President Ulysses S. Grant.

ton and Jewish America, including the new 
Capital Jewish Museum. As an equal partner 
in the leadership of the Black-Jewish Coali-
tion, Rabbi Lopatin spent the meaningful 
afternoon helping explain the Jewish com-
munity and aspects of Jewish practice and 
Jewish history to the visitors. The meeting 
was part of ongoing efforts to connect the 
Washtenaw Jewish and Black communities 
as partners, allies, and friends, through the 
Jewish Federation’s JCRC (Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Committee) n

One of the church's 
youngest members 
(fifth grade) explores  
an interactive activity 
to understand the first 
amendment.
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Molly Crabapple comes to town
By Sandra Gross

Award-winning artist and writ-
er Molly Crabapple will dis-
cuss her popular new book, 

Here Where We Live Is Our Country: 
The Story of the Jewish Bund in Detroit 
on September 3 and 4. The events are 
co-sponsored by Jewish Voices for Peace 
(JVP) and Detroit Jews for Justice (DJJ).

The Jewish Labor Bund was a social-
ist, secular, anti-Zionist organization 
formed in pre-1900s Eastern Europe. 
They organized for workers’ rights 
in Tsarist Russia and Poland, battled 

against pogroms, and believed in doi-
kayt, or “hereness,” a belief that Jews 
should fight for their rights in their own 
communities.

JVP and DJJ are bringing Crabapple 
to town as the two organizations are 
passionate about their commitment to 
embracing not only our local commu-
nity but collective liberation and our 
Jewishness, especially in these trying 
times, fraught with war, racism, hatred, 
and inequality. Crabapple wrote that the 
history of the Bund was “a candle to illu-

Archives are not cemeteries
Molly Crabapple’s Here Where We Live Is Our Country: The story of the Jewish Bund

Reviewed by Ouriel Baruch Netzakh

Molly Crabapple’s book is 
not a neutral book, and it 
would be worse if it were. 

Neutrality in the history of the Jewish 
Labor Bund too often means burial, 
with better manners. Here Where We 
Live Is Our Country is a fierce, illus-
trated popular history of a movement 
pushed into the margins by the great 
meat grinders of modern Jewish mem-
ory: Zionism, Bolshevism, fascism, 
Stalinism, liberal amnesia, and the 
simple fact that so many of its build-
ers were murdered. Crabapple does not 
pretend to float above the wreckage. 
She climbs down into it, pockets full of 
color, and comes back with a book that 
is part history, part family reckoning, 
part political exhumation.

Reading this as a graduate student 
of history, I expected the usual danger 
signs. A famous artist turns to family 
history. A vanished political movement 
returns as a present-tense weapon. The 
prose warms up, the archive starts sing-
ing, and suddenly everyone in the past 
knows exactly what the present needs. 
Crabapple sometimes walks near that 
cliff. She knows it. Yet the book sur-
vives because its romance is not lazy. It 
is document-hungry, materially alert, 
and unusually attentive to institutions. 
The Bund is not rendered as a floating 
mood of Jewish leftism. It is built from 
unions, newspapers, schools, youth 

movements, women’s organizations, 
workers’ clubs, self-defense networks, 
sanatoria, prisons, secret presses, and 
arguments so bitter they could curdle 
soup.

The book’s central achievement is 
to make the Bund legible as a politi-
cal alternative rather than a defeated 
footnote. The famous slogan, “Here 
where we live is our country,” becomes 
the axis of the narrative, but Crabapple 
refuses to reduce doikayt to decorative 
nostalgia. Hereness, in her telling, is not 
passive attachment to place. It is a dis-
cipline. Stay here. Organize here. Strike 
here. Teach children here. Defend 
workers here. Refuse the fantasy that 
dignity must be imported from else-
where or ratified by a state. In this sense, 
the Bund was not merely anti-Zionist; it 
was anti-eviction as a political philoso-
phy. It rejected assimilation into host 
nations but also rejected the idea that 
Jewish life could be saved only by be-
coming sovereign over another people.

Crabapple’s illustrations are ar-
gument, not ornament. They return 
bodies to political history, and this is 
no small thing. The face, the coat, the 
window, the gun, the street corner, the 
worker’s hand, the frightened child: 
Each image fights the bureaucratic flat-
tening that mass death leaves behind. 
Her art catches what the prose insists 
on, namely that Jewish socialism was 

minate the tumultuous present. Despite war, 
state collapse, and genocidal repression, the 
Bund fought for the very multiracial, demo-
cratic socialism that a new generation now 
champions at the ballot box. … Their ideas 
are still vital today.”

Bundists, using Yiddish to unite Eastern 
European Jews, embarked on the fight for jus-
tice and freedom at home in Eastern Europe, 
and rejected the Zionist call to emigrate to 
Palestine.

Crabapple’s curiosity of the Bund grew out 
of her artist great-grandfather Samuel Roth-

bart’s Bundist history. Sam grew up in the Russian 
empire in a small town besieged by Cossacks, chol-
era, and countless other torments, and the revolu-
tionary Bund worked to improve all peoples’ lives, 
not just Jews.

Here Where We Live Is Our Country will be 
available for sale at the events. Crabapple will be 
speaking on Thursday, September 3 at 7 p.m. in 
Detroit and on Friday, September 4 at 3 p.m. in 
Ann Arbor. Locations released to ticket holders. 
Tickets at mollycrabappledetroit.eventbrite.com.n

not only a doctrine but a texture of life. One 
feels the crowded rooms, the posters, the 
barricades, the vulgar little miracles of com-
mittees and kitchens. Crabapple understands 
that a movement is not proved only by its 
manifestos. It is proved by its lungs, shoes, 
paper routes, meeting minutes, and sick chil-
dren sent into sunlight.

That is why the Medem Sanatorium pas-
sages are so important. The Bund’s politics 
were not just made in revolt; they were made 
in care. Poor children threatened by tuber-
culosis encountered not charity from above 
but a miniature republic of fresh air, secular 
Yiddish education, self-government, and 
beauty. Crabapple’s phrase “love and grit” 
condenses the point almost too neatly, but 
it works because the institution itself was a 
kind of answer to despair. A movement that 
can build a children’s sanatorium has already 
said something serious about power. Not 
speeches. Beds. Milk. A newspaper written 
by children. The politics of survival without 
surrender.

The battle scenes deserve special praise 
because Crabapple refuses the antique 
fraud of clean heroism. Revolution and re-
sistance here are not marble tableaux. They 
are panic, error, courage, argument, bad 
timing, broken plans, and the animal math-
ematics of who has a pistol and who has a 
door. When she writes “We broke open the 
world,” the sentence carries the intoxication 
of 1905 without dissolving into propaganda. 
The later sections on Warsaw and the ghetto 
revolt are even stronger. Crabapple gives us 
the committees, smuggling, weapons, couri-
ers, factional distrust, and the awful fact that 
solidarity has limits even among comrades. 
She writes against the postcard version of re-
sistance. Good. Let the postcard burn.

Her Holocaust writing is among the 
book’s most disciplined work because it re-
jects sanctified suffering. “Death is not glo-
rious” is the sentence that should haunt the 
reader. Crabapple does not turn murdered 
Bundists into clean martyrs for a usable poli-
tics. She shows the shrinking choices, the 
starvation, the ideological fracture, the use-
less bravery, the necessary bravery, and the 
sickening knowledge that no political tra-
dition is vindicated by being killed. That is 

the book’s hardest defense against its critics. The 
Bund was defeated. Yes. But defeat is not refuta-
tion. Murder does not make the murderer right. 
History is not a tribunal where the survivor auto-
matically inherits the truth.

The book is also valuable because it restores 
contingency to Jewish modernity. Too much pub-
lic Jewish history is written as if the 20th century 
had only two exits: assimilation or Zionism, dis-
appearance or statehood. Crabapple reopens the 
third door, and behind it is noise: Yiddish, so-
cialism, labor militancy, women speaking from 
platforms, children printing newspapers, work-
ers refusing bosses, revolutionaries arguing with 
other revolutionaries, Jews fighting as Jews and 
workers without agreeing to become either a 
museum people or a nation-state in waiting. The 
slogan “We are not foreigners” lands here not as 
innocence but as defiance. It names a claim to be-
longing that European nationalism, antisemitism, 
and later postwar certainties all tried to erase.

The obvious criticism is that Crabapple writes 
with present political fire in her mouth. True. She 
does. But there is a difference between tenden-
tious history and situated history. Crabapple’s 
book is not a monograph pretending to have 
no pulse. It is a popular history with a thesis, a 
memory politics, and a visible moral stake. That 
will irritate readers who prefer their Jewish dead 
safely arranged in consensus language. Let them 
be irritated. The more serious question is whether 
the book gives readers enough historical texture 
to argue back. It does. It names factions, failures, 
rivalries, compromises, betrayals, and delusions. 
It does not save the Bund by making it pure. It 
saves it from being made irrelevant.

The result is an extraordinary recommenda-
tion, especially for readers interested in Jewish 
political history, labor movements, diaspora na-
tionalism, anti-fascism, Yiddish culture, and the 
unresolved war over what Jewish safety is sup-
posed to mean. Crabapple’s prose has teeth, her 
art has voltage, and her history has the rare virtue 
of making the past feel unfinished without mak-
ing it feel fake. This is not a perfect book. Perfect 
books are usually embalmed before publication. 
This one lives. It sweats. It quarrels. It insists 
that archives are not cemeteries. They are weap-
ons caches, and sometimes a child’s drawing, a 
Bundist song, or a painted girl breaking a window 
can still teach the living how to stand. n

Molly Crabapple
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IKosher Cuisine 
Summertime and the cooking is Jewish
By Lonnie Sussman

I hope everyone is enjoying this summer. I 
mentioned all the birthdays our family cel-
ebrates in June and July, but August and 
September also bring another bonanza of 
birthdays for our daughters- in-law, son-in-
law, a brother-in-law, and several cousins. For 
our daughter’s birthday at the end of June, we 
asked family to come with a song that reminds 
them of her. Our son brought a karaoke ma-
chine, and we all brought our best voices and 
a bit of fun and chaos. Our dear son-in-law 
sang “Summertime” which was so sweet. Our 
daughter once sang it with a band at a restau-
rant. Happy birthday to everyone who has one 
coming up this month, especially if they have 
the name Richard. 

Peach Soup 
The Reasoning and the Seasoning of Jewish Cook-
ing by University Women of the University of 
Judaism
Serves 8
While the University of Judaism no longer exists, 
it left us with scholars, community and institu-
tion leaders, and the marriage of our daughter 
and son-in-law as well as this cookbook. Maybe 
you are tired of gazpacho as the main summer 
soup. If so, here’s another idea. 

4 cups peaches, peeled and diced
2 cups sweet white wine
3 cups water
⅓ to ½ cup sugar
1 cinnamon stick
2 tbs lemon juice
⅛ tsp almond extract
Lemon slices for garnish

Use a 3-quart saucepan, combine the peaches, 
wine, water, sugar, and cinnamon. Cover and 
simmer for 30 minutes. Discard the cinnamon 

stick and then pour half the mixture at a 
time into a blender. Purée until smooth. 
Return the purée to the saucepan and add 
the lemon juice and almond extract. Heat 
to boiling, stirring frequently. Taste and 
add more sugar if needed. Cover and re-
frigerate and serve cold, topped with the 
lemon slices.

Indonesian Bar-B-Q Beef Ribs 
The Reasoning and the Seasoning of Jewish 
Cooking by University Women of the Uni-
versity of Judaism
Serves 4
We have stopped cooking meat meals but if 
I were still making them, this would be the 
one to make, along with stuffed cabbage 
rolls in a sweet and sour sauce. 

4 lb short ribs, well-trimmed
2 tbs sesame oil
¼ cup soy sauce
2 large garlic cloves, minced
1 ½ tsp vinegar
¼ tsp pepper
1 tbs toasted sesame seeds. To toast 

the sesame seeds, bake them at 350 
degrees for about 10 minutes, until 
golden brown, then crush in mortar 
with pestle or in an electric blender. 

Dash of hot pepper sauce (optional)
1 sliced green onion

Cut the short ribs ½ inch deep at ½ inch 
intervals, then score in the other direc-
tion. Combine the sesame oil, soy sauce, 
garlic, vinegar, pepper, sesame seeds, hot 
sauce, and green onion in a shallow dish, 
mixing well. Place the scored meat in the 
marinade, turning to coat well. Cover and 
refrigerate four hours, turning once. Place 
meat bone side down on barbecue grill 
over high heat, or broil. When brown, turn 
and cook meaty side. Turn meat several 
times during cooking to brown all sides 
for about 15 minutes. Meat should be well-
browned but medium done. 

Ground Meat Kebabs 
The Scent of Orange Blossoms by Kitty 
Morse and Danielle Mamane 
Serves 4 
Even though we are not eating meat, the 
wonderful smell of this dish makes my 
mouth water. Use a gas grill or broiler, but 
the best way is to prepare a fire in a char-
coal grill. 

1 ¼ pounds lean ground beef
½ onion, grated
2 cloves garlic, very finely minced
1 tsp ground cumin, plus more for 

dipping
1 tsp sweet Hungarian paprika
½ tsp salt
6 sprigs of flat-leaf parsley, finely 

minced
Harissa for dipping (optional)

Mix the meat, onion, cumin, paprika, salt, 
and parsley very well, and then cover and 

refrigerate for 1 hour. You can make 
small patties, about 2 inches in diam-
eter, or pat the meat into a sausage 
shape around a metal skewer. It helps 
to wet your hands in between form-
ing each patty or kebab. Grill for 4–5 
minutes on each side. Serve the extra 
cumin and some harissa for dipping 
for those who want them. 

Corn Pudding 
Fiddler in the Kitchen by National 
Council of Jewish Women, Greater 
Detroit Section 
12 servings
This recipe was submitted by Car-
ole Sobel and has handwritten notes 
from my mom: “Super, don’t use mix 
master, mix by hand, use 1 stick of 
butter” 

3 17-oz cans cream style corn
6 rounded tbs flour 
6 eggs, beaten
3 tbs sugar
3 tbs whole milk
1 cup butter or margarine, melt-

ed, cooled
Place corn in a large mixing bowl 
and add the flour, then the eggs, sug-
ar, and milk, and mix in the melted 
cooled butter. Turn the mixture into 
a 3-quart casserole or baking dish. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 

Health Salad 
Fiddler in the Kitchen by National 
Council of Jewish Women, Greater 
Detroit Section 
This recipe was submitted by Shirley 
Mersky 
Serves 10 and can be kept in refrigera-
tor for 2 weeks 
Here’s another note my mom put in 
a recipe. I’m sure some who read this 
column also find some notes on reci-
pes from their moms’ starring a recipe 
or making a change in it, and putting 
a smile on your face. The note I found 
on this recipe is VG!! “I like ¼ c sugar 
and Zel (my dad) likes ½”

1½ heads cabbage
2 cucumbers, peeled
2 green peppers
2 onions
2 carrots
2 cloves garlic, crushed
¼–½ cup sugar or equivalent 

sugar substitute
1 cup vinegar
1 cup water
½ cup oil
1 tbs salt

Slice all vegetables in food processor. 
Combine in large storage bowl with 
garlic and remaining ingredients. 
Toss together well. Marinate 24 hours 
or longer. n
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IRestaurant review
C’est bon!
By Candace Bulkley and Trina Fuller

Candace and Trina became friends in the 
Temple Beth Emeth adult b-mitzvah class that 
graduated in 2022. They will be honing their 
palates, visiting, and writing about a variety of 
independent, locally owned Washtenaw County 
restaurants, catering to a variety of dietary 
preferences.

Since its opening in the spring of 2025, 
La Serre — the French-inspired brasse-
rie in the new-ish Vanguard Hotel near 

the Medical Campus — has been getting a fair 
amount of positive attention for a restaurant in 
a local, albeit upscale, hotel. It’s not often that 
hotel restaurants get people talking — as they 
tend towards the mundane. Since the positive 
comments kept coming, we decided that we 
needed to check it out.

We headed there on a Sunday evening, ex-
pecting things to be quiet. However, power 
outages in the area had the hotel and the din-
ing room fuller than usual. Luckily, we had re-
served a table in advance and were promptly 
seated at a marble topped banquette towards 
the back, where we could peer into the open 
kitchen and hear the orders being fired. The 
dining room is attractively designed in shades 
of taupe and blue with brass lamps illuminat-
ing each table. At first glance we thought the 
space was rather compact, but we later dis-
covered two adjoining dining rooms that ex-
panded the seating considerably. Glass fronted 
wine cases lined the walls, with bottles facing 
cork out and tagged for identification. There 
was a definite din of a busy restaurant, but it 
wasn’t so loud that we had problems hearing 
each other.

The classic brasserie-style menu had 
enough delicious-sounding options for at 
least three additional visits. After studying the 
menu, we made the decision to order a few 
small plates and one entrée to share, beginning 
with the beet carpaccio and the Parisian gnoc-
chi as our first courses from the hors d’oeuvres 
menu. 

While we waited for them, our server 
brought out a warm French “baguette” with 
lightly salted herb butter. We have to stop here 
and discuss the “baguette.” In your mind’s 
eye, picture a baguette — long, golden brown, 
crispy crusted loaf with a chewy interior 
crumb — available worldwide from the best 
boulangeries in Paris to local Costco stores. 
This is not what we were served. We were 
served slices of a tasty warm loaf of bread. 
Yes, we know it’s only bread, but a baguette is 
a baguette and this it was not. Curiously, we 
inquired if the bread was baked in-house; it is 
not, and were told we could purchase it online. 
With that said, we buttered up the warm slices 
served to us and asked for more! The beet car-
paccio was sliced impossibly thin and topped 

with goat cheese, pistachios, and water-
cress. It was simply dressed with white 
balsamic vinegar, olive oil, and orange zest. 
All of the ingredients were in perfect har-
mony. If you are a lover of the sweet and 
earthy beetroot, this is a must-try dish. 
The Parisian gnocchi, which are lighter 
and fluffier than their denser and more 
toothsome Italian cousin, were sauteed to 
a golden hue in brown butter, tossed with 
asparagus, summer squash, confit of to-
mato, dollops of whipped burrata cheese, 
and basil pesto that was just asking to be 
sopped up with more of the bread. They 
were simply divine. 

Having had plenty of time to enjoy our 
starters without feeling rushed, our entrée 
arrived. We chose the French bistro clas-
sic Steak Frites and the Salade de Carottes 
Rapees and were glad we did! The raw car-
rot salad was the surprise standout. Bright 

orange spiral-cut sweet carrots were 
lightly tossed with brown butter, spiced 
pepitas, golden raisins, black sesame 
seeds, a touch of earthy and smokey Urfa 
pepper, and a toasted coriander vinai-
grette. The humble carrot, the unsung 
workhorse of every kitchen, was wear-
ing a crown. This salad demonstrates 
respect and understanding of ingredi-
ents and illustrates why French cuisine 
is so highly regarded. The Steak Frites 
could be described the same way. Our 
sirloin steak arrived perfectly cooked to 
a rosy medium, sliced and attractively 
fanned out on the plate and served 
with a mound of hot and well-seasoned 
shoestring french fries. Served on the 
side was a portion of sauce charon, a 
tomato-spiked béarnaise, which took 
the well-seasoned steak to another level 
of flavor — talk about gilding the lily! 
As our steak was delivered, one of the 
server assistants approached us with a 
leather box and revealed an assortment 
of French Laguiole steak knives and we 
were invited to choose our own. These 
knives are incredibly beautiful and well-
crafted. They were sharp and added an 
impressive touch to the table service.

We made sure to save enough room 
for dessert, but were let down by the 
profiteroles that sounded so good on the 
menu. The pate-a-choux pastry puff was 
bland and had an odd refrigerated fla-
vor. The house-made vanilla ice cream 
was underwhelming. When a couple at a 
neighboring table, who we became quite 
friendly with throughout the course of 
our meal, inquired about a nut allergy, 
we discovered that the accompanying 

“ganache” came out of a can.
Overall, we had a delightful experi-

ence at La Serre and it lived up to our 
expectations. The bread and pastry 
program could use some attention, but 
the food was solid. We look forward to 
returning for a special occasion — per-
haps an upcoming birthday, anniver-
sary, or an ordinary Sunday night. Our 
service was non-obtrusive and efficient, 
and the knife service was really special. 
It is on the more expensive side but was 
reasonable for what we received. Our 

check was about $100 without any bever-
ages. The restaurant is also open for break-
fast and lunch, and weekend brunch with 
French-leaning menus. Reservations are 
recommended and are available online. n

La Serre in the Vanguard Hotel

213 Glen Ave, Ann Arbor

(734) 926-5944

Reservations: opentable.com
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G o  t o  t h e  w e b s i t e  a t
w a s h t e n a w j e w i s h n e w s . o r g  o r  u s e

t h e  Q R  c o d e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o .

The Washtenaw Jewish News will continue to be delivered
free of charge to addresses in Washtenaw County. We know
the paper is a valued community resource and many people

have asked me how they can support WJN’s publication. The
WJN is a small, independent business and as such, we don’t

seek donations. The newspaper’s bills are paid through display
advertising. This model has worked, but paper and postage
costs rise and we need the additional income that voluntary

subscriptions will generate. 

Wa s h t e n a w  J e w i s h  N e w s  i s
i n t r o d u c i n g  vo l u n t a r y

s u b s c r i p t i o n s

Seasonal recipe: Tomato Toast
By Joelle Abramowitz

Purchase your tomatoes at any 
local farmer’s market or har-
vest from your backyard!

This month’s seasonal recipe is for 
tomato toast. In-season local tomatoes 
are the perfect balance of sweet, acidic, 
and umami flavors, a completely dif-
ferent experience from their out-of-
season counterparts. While tomatoes 
originated in South America, they 
were brought to Spain and then Italy 
in the 1500s, subsequently spreading 
throughout the Mediterranean, where 
they were incorporated into the cui-
sines of Sephardim in Turkey and 
Greece and the Italian Jews, and, much 
later, among Ashkenazim. In-season 
local tomatoes do not need much to 
enhance their flavor, but pairing them 
with ingredients that highlight their 
natural qualities yields an even tastier 
experience. After much experimenta-
tion, I have developed my ultimate to-
mato sandwich, including, in addition 
to thick slices of peak tomatoes, toasted 
good-quality bread for crunch and 
stability, good-quality mayonnaise for 
richness, and flaky salt for texture and 

to make the flavors pop. 

Tomato Toast (aka Perfection on a 
Plate) Serves 1

Pareve
Ingredients
Two slices of crusty bread, toasted
Garlic clove, sliced in half lengthwise to 

maximize cut surface area
Good quality mayonnaise
1 large or 2 small peak season 

tomato(es)
Flaky salt, to taste

Preparation
Toast bread slices. Immediately after toast-
ing, rub the bread with the cut sides of the 
garlic clove. Spread each bread slice with 
an ample layer of mayonnaise. Top with to-
mato slices and flaky salt. n

Dr. Joelle Abramowitz writes a monthly 
Substack newsletter, the Gastronomist 
Economist, and has written about Jewish 
food for the Detroit Jewish News, jew-ish.
com, and The Forward, among other 
outlets. Originally from New Jersey, Joelle 
now considers herself a Michigander, after 
living in Ann Arbor for the last 10 years. 
When she is not in the kitchen or writing 
about it, she daylights as research faculty 
studying health and labor economics at the 
University of Michigan’s Institute for Social 
Research.

Adamah and Beth Israel celebrate 
sustainability achievements
By Michael S. Simon

This year, Beth Israel Congregation 
(BIC) was one of six Jewish organi-
zations featured in Adamah’s Jew-

ish Climate Leadership “Coalition Counting 
the Omer” Project, which celebrated climate 
action success stories from coalition mem-
bers.

BIC is a long-standing member of Ada-
mah, the largest Jewish environmental or-
ganization in the U.S. Adamah cultivates 
vibrant Jewish life in deep connection with 
the earth, catalyzing cultural and systemic 
change through immersive experiences, 
Jewish environmental education, leadership 
development, and climate action. Adamah 
has been a major collaborator with the BIC 
Green Team Task Force and a source of sup-
port and funding for many of our initiatives, 
including Mission Mishkan. The Jewish Cli-
mate Leadership Coalition is a network of 
500+ Jewish community organizations that 
recognize the urgency of climate change and 
commit to taking action. BIC was an early 

member. 
The purpose of the Omer project is to 

highlight climate action solutions that Co-
alition members have implemented, includ-
ing solar power, heat pumps, LED lights, 
support for regenerative agriculture, com-
posting, and more. Our group provided 
video clips of Michael Simon and Nadav 
Caine from the Bimah and Jerry Sorokin 
from the roof (among other places) talking 
about our accomplishments and plans. Ad-
amah combined these clips, together with 
still photographs of our garden volunteers 
and produce, into a lovely video.

Thank you to Harvey Michaels for film-
ing and providing guidance, and to Adamah 
for creating the final product. Check out the 
video on Adamah’s website (adamah.org) 
or YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/
shorts/uMVYuXNx4CE). For more infor-
mation about Beth Israel Congregation’s 
Green Team Task Force, please contact the 
BIC office at 734-665-9897 or Michael Si-
mon at simonmichael725@gmail.com. n
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America’s Seder: Celebrating 250 
years of democracy and freedom
By Rabbi Asher Lopatin, Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor

Written in o�ces but Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces Written in o�ces 

An immigration system in crisis

T H E  2 0 2 6  W A L L E N B E R G  
M E D A L  A N D  L E C T U R E

Tuesday, September 29, 2026
4:30PM   •   Rackham Auditorium
915 East Washington St., Ann Arbor  

Guerline M. Jozef
Co-founder and executive director 
of the Haitian Bridge Alliance

lived in communities

	e Wallenberg Medal and Lecture is free and open to the public. 
Tickets are not required. For information: wallenberg.umich.edu

SCAN THE CODE TO VIEW THE WEBSITE
AND REGISTER TODAY!

QUESTIONS?
CONTACT SUSAN HOROWITZ

SHOROWITZ@TEMPLEBETHEMETH.ORG

Registration 
is open! 

 Terri A. Ginsburg
Religious & Hebrew School 

On July 1, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Ann Arbor 
partnered with Beth Israel 

Congregation (BIC) and Temple Beth 
Emeth (TBE) to commemorate Amer-
ica’s 250th anniversary with America’s 
Seder: Celebrating 250 Years of Freedom 
and Democracy. The seder was spon-
sored by A More Perfect Union: The 
Jewish Partnership for Democracy and 
was inspired by a seder that commu-
nity member Amnon Rosenthal (a”h) 
conducted for his wife, Prue, and family 
and friends during his lifetime. Over 60 
people gathered at the Ann Arbor City 
Club for this current rendition of the 
seder, which aimed to celebrate and re-
claim the ideals of America.

The seder began to take shape when 
Rabbi Asher Lopatin, JCRC Direc-
tor at the Jewish Federation, sat down 
with Prue Rosenthal to hear about her 
husband’s seders and learn what made 
them successful over the course of many 
years. With Prue’s ideas as a framework, 
TBE’s Cantor Regina Hayut created a 
full haggada, blending elements of the 
traditional Passover seder with themes 
from American history.

As Eileen Freed, CEO of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Ann Arbor, put it, 
“Ever since I learned of Ami and Prue’s 
seder, I’ve wanted to have something 
like this as a community. I’m beyond 
delighted that it finally happened, and 
hopefully this is the first of a new com-
munity tradition. I hope we did Ami 
proud!”

On the night of the event, every de-
tail was executed with a blend of Jew-
ish and American tradition. The tables 
were set with seder plates that included 
a ballot (representing freedom and de-
mocracy) and tea (acts of protest), in 
addition to the traditional maror (the 
bitterness of slavery extends to both tra-
ditions) and charoset (a dish made from 
apples, nuts and wine — all popular in 
1776 America). 

Just as the Passover seder includes an 
opening song, the America’s Seder began 
with “America the Beautiful,” featuring 
additional lines from writer Jonathan 
Levine that extoll “America, America, 
transcending faith and race …” 

Even the menu, essential to any 
seder, drew inspiration from American 
history. Attendees drank wine, but also 
added apple cider (well, juice), which 
was a household staple in 1776. The 
strictly kosher food was directly linked 
to a story of Benjamin Franklin serving 
salmon to his Jewish guests in Phila-
delphia in 1788, as they celebrated the 

signing of the Constitution. The Ann Arbor 
seder’s salmon entree was followed by, of 
course, apple pie (and ice cream).  

Many readings and discussions through-
out the night intertwined Passover and 
American themes. The four questions lin-
gered on issues of duty and rights, citizen-
ship and accountability. The four types of 
children became the four types of civilians. 
And “Dayeinu” addressed historical mile-
stones from the Declaration of Indepen-
dence to the Voting Rights Act.

The seder closed with the singing of 
“This Land is Your Land” by Woody Guth-
rie, “Lift Every Voice” (the Black national 
anthem that also resonates deeply with 
Jewish history), and HaTikva (a song origi-
nally about the Jewish homeland, but with a 
theme of hope that is critical today to create 
a just, free, and equitable America).

Throughout the night, participants were 
engaged and energized, and many expressed 
gratitude for the opportunity to gather in 
this meaningful way. BIC’s Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Rob Dobrusin thanked organizers for 
“an inspiring evening.” He appreciated that 
“the seder was so well written and so impor-
tant, and I am so glad we could be part of it.”

There is much to be grateful for as the 
United States reaches 250 years, and this 
America’s Seder reminded participants 
that gathering in solidarity and openness 
is essential to continuing to build this na-
tion into the moral beacon that its found-
ers, however imperfect, dreamed of. As 
Katherine Lee Bates writes in “America the 
Beautiful”: “America! America! God mend 
thine every flaw / Confirm thy soul in self-
control, Thy liberty in Law!”

And what of Ami Rosenthal’s legacy? 
According to Prue, “He would have been 
so happy and so proud to have been part of 
bringing this community together for this 
seder. Very, very wonderful.” n
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ICommunity

Review by PJ Grisar of The Pickled City: 
The Story of New York Pickles, by Paul van 
Ravestein and Monique Mulder. This story 
was originally published in the Forward on 
March 31, 2026. To get the Forward’s free 
email newsletters delivered to your inbox, go 
to https://forward.com/newsletters/.

Pickles are a favorite food in Jew-
town,” muckraker Jacob Riis, refer-
ring to the Lower East Side, wrote 

in How the Other Half Lives, his seminal ex-
posé on poverty. “They are filling and keep 
the children from crying with hunger. Those 
who have stomachs like ostriches thrive in 
spite of them and grow strong — plain proof 
that they are good to eat.”

Other thinkers from the turn of the last 
century disagreed, one lamenting, of the 
children of New York who got their meals 
from pushcarts, “it speaks volumes for their 
digestive powers that they don’t die at once.” 
That was Teddy Roosevelt.

But appropriately for a preserved food-
stuff, pickles have had a remarkably long 
cultural shelf life. The Pickled City: The Story 
of New York Pickles, a new coffee table book 
about the ubiquitous cukes, reaches deep 
into the barrel to chronicle the rise of the 
pickling industry, giving pride of place to 
the Jewish immigrants who sealed the busi-
ness for posterity.

The book is the work of Paul van Rav-
estein and Monique Mulder of the Dutch 
branding company Mattmo, and is a succes-
sor to their previous book De Zure Stad (The 
Sour City) about the pickle history of the 
Netherlands, pioneered by a different set of 
Jewish immigrants who were, overwhelm-
ingly, murdered in the Shoah.

The Pickled City is a brighter work, 
though in the early going its emphasis on 
Jews, stated early and often, is a bit of a head 
scratcher. Going back to Mesopotamia for 
early pickling practices, and outlining the 
largely gentile-owned pickle businesses in 

the U.S. (the first American pickle outfit, the 
William Underwood Company, trademarked 
devilled ham) the Jews appear to be relative 
latecomers. It was Dutch settlers in what was 
then New Amsterdam who kickstarted the 
process of farming and preserving cucum-
bers.

An earlier wave of German immigrants 

brought pickle culture to Manhattan before 
Eastern European Jews took to their push-
carts. But the Jews brought a piquant inno-

vation to their pickles, brining them not in 
vinegar, but salt water with dill and garlic: 
the kosher pickle we all know. That variety 
soon became a bestseller even among the 
goyische operations like Heinz, a business 
that was early to apply for kosher certifica-
tion.

The Jewish love affair with pickles was 

itself not novel. The Talmud mentions pick-
led veg as a symbol of abundance and sur-
vival and, per van Ravestein and Mulder, 

the “transformation through pickling — turn-
ing a simple, earthy root into a tangy, vibrant 
dish — was often seen as a metaphor for re-
newal and the endurance of the Jewish people 
through adversity.”

We see the enterprise, in pages of archival 
photos and maps of the pickle shops of yester-
year alongside long-running institutions like 
Russ & Daughters and Katz’s.

At times, beyond the handsome packaging 
of the book, the branding agency origins of the 
authors stick out: A primer on B&G pickles re-
ports their $2.16 billion in net sales, and calls 
it a “testament to entrepreneurial spirit and in-
novation in the food industry.” But there are 
just as many colorful stories that don’t read like 
investor reports.

We learn, for instance, that Izzy Guss, of 
Guss’ pickles, beat out the competition after a 
neighbor in his tenement offered to hook his 
cart up to electricity with an extension cord, 
giving the cart a light and allowing Guss to sell 
at night. (We’re told the cord was cut when Guss 
refused to marry the neighbor’s daughter.)

The book also touches on the pickling 
history of Long Island, with a mention of a 
Samuel Ballton — Pickle King of Greenlawn, 
a formerly enslaved man and Union veteran 
who produced 1.5 million pickles in a single 
season. The industry in Syosset was dealt a 
major blow with a blight called the “white 
pickle” disease, and subsequently pivoted to 
potatoes.

Even with these New York histories, the 
book often crosses Delancey into a wider 
world, making a kumbaya case for pickles as a 
conduit for cultural exchange.

Japanese pickled plums, Indonesian atjar, 
and Indian chutneys are given space toward 
the back, but their current imprint in New 
York, on the same streets that once held 
tenements and peddlers, is oddly glossed over. 
(I could have tipped them off to the Astoria 
bagel shop that serves beef bulgogi and kimchi 
sandwiches.)

“For Jewish families fleeing persecution, 
pickling was more than a way to save food — 
it was a way to preserve identity and heritage,” 
the authors write.

This is not an exclusively Jewish 
phenomenon. There are eight million stories 
in the pickled city. This book cracks the lid, 
but only skims the surface. n

How Jews in New York made pickles a big dill
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August CalendarI TBE events in August
Events and services are both in per-
son and/or virtual. August has a re-
duced summer schedule. Please see 
www.templebethemeth.org for full 
details, location information, and 
links. 

Lay-led Shabbat Service
Fridays at 6:30 p.m. (Every second 
Friday of the month is at 7:30 p.m.)

Shabbat morning Torah study
Saturdays at 8:50 a.m. 
Join us for this weekly discussion of 
the Torah portion.

Weekday morning blessings 
Weekdays at 9:15 a.m. 
Join TBE lay leaders each weekday 
morning for a short service of song, 
poetry, and meditation.

Twenty-five-minute mindfulness 
with Jewish spiritual director Linda 
Greene 
Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Zoom room opens at 8:15 a.m. for 
optional check-in. Blessing and 
intention setting 8:30–8:35 a.m. 
Meditate 8:35–9 a.m. Start your day 
centered and connected.

I
Always check websites or call for 
updates before planning to at-
tend anything listed here. 

Saturday 1 Eikev
Havdallah 9:41 p.m. 

Sunday 2

Monday 3

Tuesday 4

Wednesday 5

Thursday 6

Friday 7
Candlelight 8:29 p.m.

Saturday 8 Re’eh
Havdallah 9:31 p.m.

Sunday 9

Monday 10 

Tuesday 11

Wednesday 12

Thursday 13 Rosh Hodesh Elul

Friday 14 Rosh Hodesh Elul
Candlelight 8:19 p.m.

Saturday 15 Shoftim
Havdallah 9:21 p.m. 

Sunday 16

Monday 17 
Golf Outing Fore the Kids. 

Tuesday 18

Wednesday 19

Thursday 20

Friday 21
Candlelight 8:08 p.m.

Saturday 22 Ki Teitzei
Havdallah 9:09 p.m. 

Sunday 23

Monday 24 

Tuesday 25

Wednesday 26

Thursday 27

Friday 28
Candlelight 7:57 p.m.

Saturday 29 Ki Tavo
Havdallah 8:57 p.m.
Garrett’s Space Fundraiser. 6 -9 p.m. 

Sunday 30
Apples and Honey at the JCC. 2 -5 p.m.

Monday 31 
JCLP Community Welcome Break-
fast. 8 -9:30 a.m.

Queer Torah Study
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
Join us on Zoom for a discussion of 
queer themes in the weekly Torah 
portion! Led by Ari Marcotte, Zelda 
Marcotte & Ari Smith. Guest leaders 
welcome! Contact Zelda (zeldamay-
biz@gmail.com) for more information.

Weekly Mahj
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.

Back Door Food Pantry
Thursdays, 4 to 7 p.m.

WTBE Fiber Arts
Monday, August 10, 7 p.m.

WISE Summer Strolls
Tuesday, August 11, 10 a.m.
Friday, August 14, 10 a.m.

WTBE Historical Novel Reading 
Group
Wednesday, August 12, 1 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat Summer Meet-Up
Friday, August 21, 5:45 p.m.

PPrreeppaarriinngg  ffoorr  PPssaallmm  2277
by Jacob J. Staub

OOnnee  tthhiinngg  II  aasskk..**

AAnndd  aannootthheerr  tthhiinngg::  lleett  mmyy  tthhyyrrooiidd,,  pplleeaassee,,  
ffuunnccttiioonn  wwiitthh  ssuuffffiicciieenntt  vviiggoorr,,  lleesstt  ddaayyss
ddrriifftt  bbyy  wwiitthhoouutt  ffooccuuss..  AAnndd  iiff  II  ccaattcchh  tthhee  
fflluu  tthhiiss  wwiinntteerr,,  mmaayy  iitt  nnoott  bbeeccoommee  
bbrroonncchhiittiiss..  NNiigghhtt  ccoouugghhiinngg  aanndd  ccooddeeiinnee  
kkeeeepp  mmee  ggrrooggggyy  aallll  ddaayy  lloonngg,,
aanndd  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  FFeebbrruuaarryy  ddiissaappppeeaarrss..  
MMyy  cchhiillddrreenn,,  mmaayy  tthheeyy  lliivvee..  IIff  tthheeyy  lliivvee,,  
tthheeyy  wwiillll  ssuurrvviivvee,,  II’’mm  ssuurree..  HHeellpp  uuss
ttoo  bbeeaarr  oouurr  lloosssseess,,  hhoolleess  ooff  ggrriieeff,,
nneevveerr  ttoo  bbee  ffiilllleedd,,  GGoodd  wwiilllliinngg,,  tthhee  aannggeerr  
mmiissddiirreecctteedd,,  bbyy  uuss  aanndd  aatt  uuss,,
tthhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  ggeettttiinngg  iinnvvoollvveedd,,  aaggaaiinn..  



            MMaayy  ppoollaarr  bbeeaarrss  sswwiimm  ssaaffeellyy
ttoo  tthhee  iiccee  fflloowwss,,  aanndd  mmaayy  wwee  lloovvee
oouurr  wwaayy  bbaacckk  ttoo  ssoofftt  ttiicckklliinngg  cchheeeekkss,,
hhoott  bbrreeaatthh,,  mmooiisstt  lliippss
ttaassttiinngg  lliikkee  hhoommee,,  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh  pplleeaassuurree
iiss  ssoo  iinnaapppprroopprriiaattee,,  ggiivveenn  tthhee  ssttaattee
ooff  tthhee  ppllaanneett..  AAllssoo  mmaayy  wwee  nnoottiiccee  tthhaatt  wwee
aarree  vviissiittoorrss  iinn  GGoodd’’ss  tteemmppllee..
IItt  iiss  nnoo  vvaaccaattiioonn..

**PPssaallmmss  2277::  44..  RReecciitteedd  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  NNeeww  YYeeaarr,,  iinn  tthhee  mmoonntthh
ooff  rreettuurrnn  aanndd  sseellff--eexxaammiinnaattiioonn.
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I  In memorie
In the world of Jewish translators, she was known as a mentor, a friend, and a 
literary giant
By Aviya Kushner. This story was originally published in the Forward on July 8, 2026. To get the Forward’s free email newsletters delivered to your inbox, go to https://forward.com/
newsletters/.

Barbara Harshav

York, and Boston. It was always a thrill to 
meet her, speak and correspond with her, 
and learn from her.”

Her personality was reflected in the 
books she translated.

“Bobbi had a fierce sense of curios-
ity and independence that carried her 
forward. I can’t think of anyone else who 
would translate the Palestinian author 
Emile Habibi’s essay ‘Your Holocaust 
and our Catastrophe,’ alongside poetry 
by Abraham Sutzkever, Yehuda Amichai, 
the best of American Yiddish poetry, as 
well as novels, stories, and plays by Ha-
noch Levin, Yoram Kaniuk, Yehudit Hen-
del, Yehudit Kazir, and Leah Goldberg,” 
Pinsker wrote.

Harshav also co-translated many 
books with her late husband, Benjamin 
Harshav, including Sing Stranger: A Cen-
tury of American Yiddish Poetry.

Her translations included some of the 
most challenging books in recent Jewish 
literature, like Agnon’s fiction. Made up 
of layers upon layers, with allusions to 
Jewish texts everywhere, it is notoriously 
challenging, if not impossible, to trans-
late.

“Bobbi took on the heroic task of 
translating S.Y. Agnon’s Tmol Shilshom 
(Only Yesterday), which many consid-
ered untranslatable, and although she 
was aware of the limitations of Agnon in 
English, she proved them wrong,” Pin-
sker recalled.

“Perhaps the main thing about this 
translation is that Bobbi captured Agnon’s 
sense of irony, because of her own smart 
and wicked sense of humor.”

On social media, scholars mourned 
this loss.

“I just read her translation of The 
Loves of Judith. It’s a stunning and mas-
terful translation of a book that plays 
with languages, gender, timelines and so 
much,” Shayna Weiss, Senior Associate 
Director of the Schusterman Center for 
Israel Studies at Brandeis, wrote. “What 
a loss.”

Weiss, in an email, shared that she was 
reading Harshav’s translation of Shalev’s 
book because she is speaking at a film 
festival that is showing For the Love of a 
Woman, a new film based on this book.

Bobbi, as she was known, was famous 
inside translation circles for her warmth 
and kindness to other translators, includ-
ing invitations to live in her home, rent-
free, while translating.

She was especially encouraging to be-
ginners.

When I was a graduate student, she 
emailed me out of the blue and invited 
me to participate in a panel at the Ameri-
can Literary Translators Association con-
ference, which was meeting that year in 
Chicago. I knew no one there, and made 
a friend — the Yiddish translator Leah 

Zazulyer, also gone now — while waiting 
for Bobbi to show up.

I did not know it then, but Bobbi was a 
celebrity in that conference; she was a past 
president of the American Literary Trans-
lators Association. Later she would become 
the only Hebrew or Yiddish translator in 
history to win the PEN/Manheim medal (in 
2018).

The Manheim medal is awarded every 
three years for lifetime achievement in liter-
ary translation. Bernard Malamud and Gay 
Talese donated the initial funding for the 
award; it received additional support from 
the family and friends of Ralph Manheim, 
the American translator of Mein Kampf, 
who died in 1992, and it is now named after 
him.

The medal recognizes translators “whose 
career has demonstrated a commitment to 
excellence through the body of their work.” 
Prior winners include Gregory Rabassa, 
translator of A Hundred Years of Solitude, 
which Gabriel García Márquez famously 
declared superior to his original, and Edith 
Grossman, translator of Don Quixote and 
author of the influential book Why Transla-
tion Matters.

Harshav published more than 40 books 
of translation including works of poetry, 
drama, fiction, philosophy, economics, so-
ciology, and history.

“I know that the Manheim Lifetime 

Barbara Harshav, widely considered 
one of the most important transla-
tors of Jewish literature of our time, 

passed away June 24 at age 85. She trans-
lated from French, German, Hebrew, and 
Yiddish — and won acclaim from scholars 
and fellow translators for her range and high 
standards. Her curiosity and willingness to 
tackle difficult material were legendary.

“Few people would be able to and feel 
comfortable translating from French and 
German alongside Hebrew and Yiddish,” 
Shachar Pinsker, professor of Judaic Studies 
and Middle East Studies at The University of 
Michigan, wrote in an email.

Achievement medal acknowledges the 
full range of Barbara’s work, including her 
translations from French and German, but 
the fact that this award casts the spotlight on 
Hebrew and Yiddish translation, languages 
that often are overlooked in the world liter-
ary economy, is just monumental,” transla-
tor, scholar, and Oxford professor Adriana 
X. Jacobs said when Harshav won the medal.

“In all her translations, Barbara’s voice 
comes across so clearly and distinctly, even 
as she is capturing the qualities unique to 
a specific writer. And what I mean is that 
when you read Barbara’s translations, her 
commitment to her choices is evident. And 
every time I have heard Barbara speak on 

translation, this has been confirmed,” Jacobs 
said. “She can tell you why she made one 
choice and not another, why she chose to 
translate a particular text and not another, 
and she always — always — stands by her 
work.”

Harshav’s comments on writing and 
translation sometimes made it to Twitter 
and other social media, like this snippet 
from her talk at Davidson College: “Style is 
the morality of the mind. And obscurantism 
is sinful.”

She came of age in a time well before AI 
and before translation apps. Learning a lan-
guage then was slow hard work. For French 
and German, she focused on basics, then 
read newspapers and novels.

“As for Hebrew, I started studying Jew-
ish history and realized that I had a serious 
handicap because I did not know Hebrew at 
all, not the alphabet, nothing,” she told Rain-
er Schulte in Translation Review in 2012.

Unlike many Hebrew translators, Har-
shav came to the language relatively late, at 
34.

“I literally fell in love with the language. 
There was the exhilarating feeling of learn-
ing a new language and a new alphabet at 
that age. It must have repeated the original 
childhood sense of learning to read, when 
the letters suddenly make sense and a new 
world is opened.” She learned Yiddish last.

Scholars and trans-
lators saw something 
distinctive in Bobbi Har-
shav’s work, in all four 
languages she translated 
from. In conversation, 
she often talked about 
translation quality; her 
goal was always excel-
lence.

One reason for her ex-
cellence was that she was 
always reading. Another 
reason was her attitude, 
toward the text, and to-
ward herself.

“I carry books all the 
time because you never 
know when the elevator 
will break down, and I 

She translated giants, including Shmuel 
Yosef Agnon, winner of the Nobel Prize; Av-
rom Sutzkever, the towering Yiddish poet; 
the Israeli novelist Meir Shalev; and the 
beloved poet Yehuda Amichai. But she was 
also loved as a mentor and friend to scholars 
and translators of several generations.

“I knew Bobbi Harshav through reading 
her translations before I met her for the first 
time, when I helped her carry a suitcase to a 
room in Berkeley’s Bancroft Hotel in 2005,” 
Pinsker recalled. “Since then, we have seen 
each other in Ann Arbor, Tel Aviv, New 

am reading all the time,” she told Translation 
Review. “It is the element of play that is very 
important. Humility is also important, and 
the text is sacred. It is also true for perfor-
mance. You have to have a kind of humility. 
I take what I do very seriously, but I do not 
take myself seriously.”

You can hear all of that in her translator’s 
note to Tmol Shilshom, or Only Yesterday, by 
Agnon. “If there is some other world, where 
translators can discuss ‘deviations’ with au-
thors,” she wrote, “I hope Agnon will under-
stand.” n
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IObituaries

Simchas and Sorrows

The Washtenaw Jewish community sends condolences to the families of: 

John McGuire, uncle of Candice (Eric) Martin and great uncle of Montana and Iris. June 21.
Samuel Steven Siporin, uncle of Hugh Goodman. June 18.
RosaLynn Pollens, mother of Karen Pollens. July 6.
Arthur Irving Gerber, brother of Steve Gerber.
Janet Weil, mother of Julie Goldsmith.
George Collins, husband of Paula Hencken.
Elaine Silverman, mother of Mitchell Silverman.

The Washtenaw Jewish community sends mazel tovs to:

Robin and Rod Little on the birth of their granddaughter Lina Kaplan-Little on June 28 in Brooklyn, New York. Proud parents are David and Rachel.
Lisa and Jeff Tulin-Silver, on the birth of their grandson Leo Alexander on June 21 to proud parents Noah and Sheryl Tulin-Silver and big brother Ari.
Elias Kress on his bar mitzvah, August 22.
Mia Sorkin on her bat mitzvah, August 29.
Murray and Linda Baruch on the birth of their grandson, son of Sarah and Kevin Platt and brother of Jacob and Noah.

The WJN prints obituaries, memories, 
and eulogies free of charge for family 
members of Washtenaw Jewish 
community members as a service 
to the community and to honor the 
lives of those who have passed away. 
When local congregations send 
condolence notices to the WJN, the 
editor searches for obituaries online. 
Also, community members are invited 
to send obituaries to the editor. 

in the United States sponsored her to 
come to the United States. She travelled 
alone to this new country and went to 
live with her uncle and aunt. She went 
to nursing school and then worked 
many years as a Registered Nurse. She 
met Louis Pollens, who eventually be-
came her beloved husband of 58 years. 
They raised four children and had a 
vibrant family life that included travel, 
a welcoming household for any and all 
friends of their children, and a freezer 
full of ice cream.

After Lou’s retirement from working 
as a physician, they moved to Kalama-
zoo to be closer to family. After 17 years 
of an enjoyable life in Kalamazoo, Lou 
passed away, and Friendship Village be-
came RosaLynn’s home for the next 15 
years.

RosaLynn was preceded in death by 
her husband, Louis Pollens. She is sur-
vived by son Steve, his wife Robin, and 
their children Andy, Karrie, her husband 
Eric, and great grandchildren David and 
Isabella; daughter Sandy Rebecca, her 
husband James, and their children Evan, 
Janna, Jesse and his wife Kaeleigh; son 
Jeff and his wife Livia; daughter Karen, 
her husband Bern, their children Jaymes 
and his spouse Eridian, Jonah, Micah, 
Shoshana, and Ellyannah.

It is suggested that donations in 
memory of RosaLynn be sent to:

HIAS.org (refugee resettlement)
JNF.org (Jewish National Funds 

USA)
Templebnaiisrael.com n

RosaLynn (Beilis) Pollens passed 
away at the age of 95 years on July 6, in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. She was born 
on June 4, 1931, to Hannah (Rubin-
stein) and James Beilis. Her first few 
years she lived in a small village in 
Poland surrounded by family. Due to 
the growing threats to Jewish people 
before WW2, her father and uncles 
left Poland and travelled by ship to 
the United States to find a safe place 
for the family to live. The U.S. turned 
them away, so the ship went to Cuba 
where they were allowed to disem-
bark. When her father was able, he 
sent for RosaLynn and her mother to 
join him in Havana, Cuba. The fam-
ily felt warmly welcomed in Havana. 
RosaLynn learned Spanish, grew ac-
customed to a new culture, and lived 
there until she was 16 years old. All of 
the family that remained in Europe 
perished in the Holocaust.

When RosaLynn was 16, a relative 

Essence of Elul
This “Essence” is taken from the “Sourcebook 
for Leaders,” written by Rabbi Rachel 
Gartner and Barbara Berley Melits, for Rosh 
Hodesh: It’s a Girl Thing! This experiential 
program was created by Kolot: The Center 
for Jewish Women’s and Gender Studies to 
strengthen the Jewish identity and self-
esteem of adolescent girls through monthly 
celebrations of the New Moon festival. The 
program is now available through Moving 
Traditions.

Fast Facts
Elul is the sixth of the twelve months in the 
Jewish Calendar.
Elul comes at the same time as the secular 
months of August/September.
The mazal  (constellation) for Elul is Virgo 
(betulah) a young, independent woman.
It is taught that the Hebrew letters ELUL 
(aleph, lamed, vav, lamed) are an acronym 
for the verse from Shir HaShirim (Song of 
Songs), Ani L’Dodi V’Dodi Li – I am my be-
loved’s and my beloved is mine. In Elul we 
celebrate women’s ability to maintain our in-
dependence, individuality, and uniqueness at 
the same time that we enter into relationships 
and recommit ourselves to those we love.
Elul is a time of intense spiritual preparation 
for the coming year and the upcoming High 
Holy Days (in Tishrei).
In Aramaic (the language spoken by Jews liv-
ing at the time that the months were given 
names), the word “Elul” means “search.” Elul 
is a time to search our hearts.

It is customary to:
Blow the shofar  every morning  (except on 
Shabbat) from Rosh Hodesh Elul until the 
day before Rosh HaShanah. The blasts are 
meant to awaken our spirits and inspire us 
to begin the soul searching which prepares 
us for the High Holy Days. As part of this 
preparation, Elul is the time to begin the 
sometimes-difficult process of granting and 
asking for forgiveness.

According to tradition, Moshe went up 
to Mount Sinai on Rosh Hodesh Elul to re-
ceive the second set of tablets upon which the 
Ten Commandments were inscribed. Moses 
then spent the next 40 days on the mountain, 
returning to the people on Yom Kippur. The 

first time Moshe went up to the mountain the 
people worshipped the Golden Calf because 
they miscalculated the 40 day period after which 
they expected Moshe to return. When Moshe 
did not come down at the appointed time, the 
people created the Golden Calf to lead them in 
his stead. Tradition teaches that when Moshe 
went up to the mountain the second time, a sho-
far was sounded throughout the encampment, 
so everyone would know exactly from when to 
begin counting the 40 days until his return.

Recite psalm 27 every day from Rosh Hodesh 
Elul through the middle of Sukkot (in Tish-
rei). Psalm 27 begins with the words “God is 
my light and my helper, whom shall I fear?” The 
challenging spiritual work of Elul is made easier 
when we feel that God is with us as we strive to 
bring out the best in ourselves.

Recite selichot – special penitential prayers – ei-
ther every morning just before sunrise during 
the week before Rosh HaShanah (Ashkenazic 
tradition) or every morning during the entire 
month of Elul (Sephardic tradition). Ashkenazi 
Jews begin the recitation of selichot with a spe-
cial service held at midnight on the Saturday be-
fore Rosh HaShanah.

Visit the graves of loved ones throughout the 
month in order to remember and honor those 
people in our past who inspire us to live more 
fully in the future.
Begin all letters written during the month of Elul 
with wishes that the recipient have a good year. 
Others write that expressing these wishes can be 
done at the end of the letter as well. The standard 
blessing is K’tiva V’Chatima Tova (a good writ-
ing and sealing), meaning that the person should 
be written and sealed in the Book of Life.

Foods
In Europe, Elul arrived when the plums were 
purple and ripe and the pears were ready for 
picking. Jews called Elul the time of the “Flau-
men un die Beren” (the plums and pears). In Yid-
dish these two words have additional meanings: 
“Flaumen” means flames, and “Beren” means to 
burn. Thus Elul is a time to search our hearts, 
and to seek God with fiery, burning intensity. 
Enjoy plums and pears as you do so! n
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Rec Sports • fitness • Yoga
child care • enrichment classes
summer camps • early childhood

ANN ARBOR REC & ED 
WHERE COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER!

Infants • Toddlers • Kids • Teens • Families • Adults • Seniors

bit.ly/aarecedFall26

Register
now for

fall!

enter this code for 500 points

Brought to you by the Ann Arbor District Library.

onpoint

CONTEMPORARY HALACHA:
JEWISH ETHICS

COLLEGE CREDIT CLASS

T E M P L E  B E T H  E M E T H  I N
C O L L A B O R A T I O N  W I T H

A M E R I C A N  J E W I S H  U N I V E R S I T Y

Students will explore Jewish ethics - both the
context and time in which they were lived and

practiced as well as the way we understand these
ancient laws in our lives today. 

Classes will in-person at TBE on alternating
Sundays 4:30-5:30 p.m. along with online

coursework.

Open to all students - you do not need to belong
to TBE to participate. 

T H E  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  S C H O O L  Y E A R

Registration is direct through AJU.
Scan the QR code to register today!NMLS #718852
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“It’s out there  
  somewhere.”

Looking for a new home?
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I  

In-Person & Virtual
Traditional Services at Temple Beth Emeth

 
In-Person & Virtual

Family Services
 

In-Person Outdoor
Tashlich Service

TEMPLEBETHEMETH.ORG/HHD-2026/5787

FOR FULL DETAILS AND REGISTRATION:

S’lichot | Rosh Hashanah | Kever Avot
Kol Nidre | Yom Kippur | Sukkot | Yizkor | Simchat Torah

Temple Beth EmethTemple Beth EmethTemple Beth Emeth
High Holy Days Services

Annual Jewish Community Meetup at Top of the Park

On the final night of the 2026 
Ann Arbor Summerfest, over 
100 Jewish community mem-

bers came together for the annual Jewish 

Community Meetup at Top of the Park. An 
intergenerational affair, attendees enjoyed 
complimentary snacks, drinks, and perfect 
weather. The Jewish Federation thanks ev-

eryone who came out for this evening of 
community and fun, from UM students 
and faculty, to Temple Beth Emeth’s new 
Cantor Joe Flaxman, and even political 

Alicia Even, Lisa Molnar, and Sarah Weiss.

Bob Merion and Josh Pasek.

Morgan Hesse, Rebecca Rich, 
and Karla Goldman.

Melinda Bern, Jon Bern, and Marilyn 
Kirsch.

 Eileen and Ed Nadler

Jerry Lax, Bette Cotzin, Judie Lax, Robin Pollak, 
and TBE Cantor Joe Flaxman.

Judie and Jerry Lax with Michigan State 
Representative Jennifer Conlin and Con-
gresswoman Debbie Dingell.

figures including Congresswoman Deb-
bie Dingell and Michigan State Repre-
sentative Jennifer Conlin. n
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